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CITIZEN VARROK 



■ MY DEAR FRIEND, 

' 1 Infcribe to. you this 

fecond part of my Travels. Ypur 

4 

modeily will take the alarm at this 
public addrefs : but I merely diP* 
charge a debt of long ftanding, or 
rather I pay-in a feeble inftalment 
Upon the principal of what I owe 
you. Why cannot I difcharge the 
\^hole, and pay you all which my 
Vol. I. a. friend- 
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friendfhip prompts, and my grati- 
tude enjoins? 



It is not yet in your power to 
prefent to us the detail of a journey 
much more interefting and ufeflil 
than mine. You have fkcn. wrefted 
from you in a moment the fruit of 
four years exertions. Expofed to the 
ppniards of the priefts of Rome, 
you were unable, when you fled. 

» _ 

their malice, to fave the molt pre- 
cious part of yourfelf. 

$ 

In the mean time, deign to re-» 
ceive the public homage I offer you. 
In accompanying me over the bar- 
^en and burning fands of Africa, 

you 
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you inuft not expe6l to find thofe 
fuperb nloniiments the vaunted re* 
mains of which have^ in two differ- 
ent journeys, been the objea of 
your ftudies and refearches; but 
you will every where encounter the 
genuine face of nature^ and it is to 
this circutnftance I triift for the pro- 
priety of the homage I am now 
J)aying you* i 

Le VaillanTa 
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X HIS fecond part of my Travels 
ought to have followed much foon^r 

» * * 

the firft. It was written a long time 
ago. Private difputes and public 

affairs have counterafted its publica- 
tion. Of the firft part there was an 
infinite variety of editions, pirated 
editions and tranflations. But the 
bookfellers nevxr think they have 
got enough unlefs they have de- 
voured both the author and his 
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work. 
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worl^. Accordingly they pretencle4 
to doubt the fuccels of the fecond 
part, after having experience4 that 
of the firft. After a thoufand dif? 
appointments, I have at length met 
with an honeft trader. Ipleafe myn 
felf with the opinion that fortune 
has direfted my fteps to a hoiife 
where arts and letters are of fome 
confideration. 



It is in yain for me to attempt tot 

deny it : the fuccefs of my firft pub-r 
licatipn greatly furpaffed my expec- 
tation. It has no dpubt been praife4 
much beyond its defert. In the 
midft pf the eulpgiuois I have rer 
f eiyed,. ther^ w?r^ attacks to whicl^ 

I could 
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1 could not but be fenfible. A cer- 
tain critic has b6en much irritated 
with the fale of my former work. 
I willingly furrender to him this fer 
cond part, which he has already 
devoured in imagination ; and God 
grant that it may in fomC' degree afr 
fuage the bittemeis of his wrath f 

There is added to this edition a 
general chart of my travels. It will 
be fold feparately. I owe much 
in this refpeft to the attention of 
the unfortunate Laborde, who made 
every exertion in his power to give 
cSeB- to its accuracy and precifioq. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



The reader will recoiled!: that I did not 
return to the Cape till after a fix> months 
journey through the interior parts of the 
fouthern extremity of Africa. 

During my abfence, the Cape had expe- 
rienced many revolutions. On my arrival 
from Europe, I found there the French regi- 
ment of" Pondicherry ; and, on my return 
from this firft journey, the garrifon was re- 
inforced with the Swifs regiment of Meu- 
ron and the legion de Luxembourg. I had 

been acquainted, in France,' with fevcral 

« 

officers of the latter corps j and I felt, on 
ff eiog tfeexa again, , all thofe tender fenfa- 

tions 
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tions which remind trs of our country where* 
ever we obferve its manners, its charader, and 
its language. 

The females of the Cape, when I faw them 
for the firft time, had really excited my afto- 
iu(hment by their drefs and their elegance ; 
but I admired in them, above all, that mo* 
defly and referve peculiar to the Dutch 
manners, which nothing as yet had cor^ 
rupted. 

In the courfe of fix months^ a great change 
bad taken place* It was no longer thier 
French modes that they copied; it was a 
caricature of the French. Plumes, feathers^' 
ribbons,, and tawdry ornaments heaped toge*-. 
ther w^hout t^ftc on every head, gave to 
the prettieft figures a grotefque air, which 
often provoked a fmile when they appeared.* 
This mania had extended to the ' neighbour^* 
ing plaQtsitippsit wli?i? the women coukj 
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faauXj be known. A mode pf drcfa en*- 
jirely iiew was every where introduced; but 
fo fantafUcal, that it would have been di& 
^cult to determine frpn^ wliatt cquntry it ha(| 
been imported.. 

In the courfe of my journey, I had cot 
lc6ted d large quantity of oftrich-feathers^ 
which I intended to tranfmit to Europe. 
When the ladies got notice of this treafure; 
it was impofiible for me to convey them to 
the place of their de(tination« They flocked 
around me from all quarters to beg a fe^ 
pf theni. People even whom I did not know 
prefented themfelves hi the name of this or 
the other lady, and modeAIy requefted the 
jife of a dozen feathers for the evening. I 
difpofed, thereforef of all my plumes a« 
fpeedily as pofTiblei that I might the focmer 
fhut up {hop. Such was the folly of the day ; 
^d this mode of infinuating oneVfelf into 
the good graces of t\xp fair (ex was fo effica- 

^ipus^ 



/ 
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€10115, that many oflfcers fent to FraCncc for 
a cargo of feathers to gratify their paflion. " 
The hufbands, on their fide, vying in gallan- 
try with the lovers, procured fome from 
Afia, and even from Holland. Africa could 
,no longer £upply a fufGcient number; and 
ihfij were become dearer there even than in 
i^urope. 



The French enjoy one advantage in par- 
ticular above . every other nation* Where^ 
ever their deftiny may lead them, they foon 
acquire a fort of empire over every thing that 
furrqunds them. , Their vivacity, foftnefs of 
manner, and attention .to the graces, have 
Ibmething in them fo captivating, and evett 
their prefuqiptlon and forwardnefs fo forcibly, 
ftrike the generality of mindS, and efpecially 
the minds of women, that, in a little time, pcr- 
fedly overcpme and fubdued, it is confidered 
as a fort of duty, and honour to adopt their, 
manners .and language. Though the town 

was 
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was occupied only with warlike preparations, 
and though an attack from the Englifh fleet* 
was every moment expe£ted, the French 
officers had already introduced a tafte for 
pleafure. Employed in the morning at thdr 
exercife, the French foldiers; in the evening 
a&ed plays. Apart o£;,th^ :barrackB was 
transformed into a theatre } and as womeQ 
capable of performing female ch^ra^ers cDuJkl' 
not be found inihe town, they, ailigned thefe 
parts to Tpme of their comrades, whofe youth^ ' 
delicate features, and freihnefs of complexion^ 
feemed beft calculated ^ to favour the decep«* 
tion.. Thefe heroines j of a new kind, height-^ ^ 
ened the curiofity of the fpe£latprs, « and reo* > 
dered the entertainment ftill more lively and ; 
interefting. With regard to the ailors, fome : 
of them had adually very cqnfiderable talent?, [ 
for comedy j and I recoiled that one of them ; 
zCtcd the part of Figaro, in the Barber of 
Seville, in fo fuperior a ftyle, tl^at, at the Cape, , 

and 
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Ikod ill his torpB^ h€ wa$ afterwards alw^jl 
daihd by the liame of his charader« 

TbcCc ingenious diVeriiotiS sLfiorddd me, t 
confefs, much amufement ; but the idea that 
moft pleafed me was to fee them transferred tH 
Africa; that is to fay*, in the neighbourhood 
of lions^ panther?, and hyisnas. As for thd 

Creoles, who had never witnefled before 

• • • 

any thing of- the kind, they were abfotuteify 
inchanted. Nothing was talked of in every 
company throughout the town but the French 
plays. To add to the general pleafure, ladies 
of the firft rank coniidered it as incumbent 
on them to lend to the military adors and 
adreiles, their laces, jewels, rich drefl*eS| and 
moft valuable ornamentSb But fome of them 
had caufe to repent of their condefcenfion ; for ' 
it happened more than once that the countefs 
of Almaviva having left in pledge at thcf 
futtling-houfe her borrowed decorations, thtf 

7 owner^ 
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owner, to recover tbem, was obliged' to dit 
charge not only the bill due for brandy and 

« 

tobaccoi, but all the other debts of the heroine* 

During the intoxication and giddinefs oc- 
cafioned by thefe amufementSy Love alfo did 
not fail to ad his part ; and certain little in- 
trigues were, from time to time, brought to 
light, which gave employment to the tongue 
of fcandal, and introduced unhappinefs into fa- 
milies. Hymen, it is true, amidfl thefe ad- 
ventures, fometimes intervened to repair the 
follies of his brother; and many marriages, 
which reftored every thing to order, were 
the refult of his negotiations ; but the com* 
pidnts, though (lified,. did not lefs exi(L 
The watchfulnefs of the mother was alerts/ 
The huiband, by fo much the more fecretly 
irritated as he faw himfelf obliged to conceal 
his jealoufy, curfed in his heart both adors 
and theatre j while the matronly part of the 
community, l^s on the referve, declaimed * 

with 
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vnth bitternels againft the Ucentieafners that 
prevailed, which they wholly imputed to this 
mode of theatrical entertainment. At laft, to 
the great mortification of the young, but to 
the high fatisfadion of the old women and 
hufbands, the theatre was on afudden fhut up. 
The caufe that efieded this was altogether 
foreign to the complaints that were made, 
and of a nature that it was impoffible to 
fbrefee. 



Though the Cape had not been attacked, ' 
it had experienced fome of thq ufual icourges 
of war. A dread of the Englifli fleet having 
prevented fpecie from being fent thither from 
Europe, cafli in a little time became fcarce ; 
the price of provifions was increafed ; and a 
general alarm prevailed through the colony. 
In this penury, the Dutch Eaft- India com- 
pany thought proper to create a paper cur- 
rency ; but this fiditious money, which was 
fupported by no other credit than a confidence 

ia 
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in the fignatures, in reality added one evil 

liiore to what already exifted. The greater 

♦ 

part of the planters in the interior of the fet- 
tlement were obftinate in refufing it j and 
many of them, apprehenfive of being paid 
with paper, would no longer bring provifiona 
to the tpwn* By this conduft the value of 
every* thing was quadrupled ; and in a little 
time extreme fcarcity was the confequence. 

While matters were in this fituation, our 
adors, who in all probability were not too 

regularly paid, or who at lead did not receive 
ah income proportioned to their expences, 
found themfelves embarrafled. To extricate 
themfelves from their difficulties, two of 
them took it into their heads to imitate the 
paper money of the company, and to put 
their notes alfo in circulation. Unfortunately 
they were fo badly executed, and the figna- 
tures in particular fo awkwardly copied, that 
they were foon detedied. Juftice laid hold 
Vol. I, b of 
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of the affair ; the hnfinefs affumed a feridu^ 
afpe<a J and it was for fome time apprehended 
that our two heroes of the fock would have 
made a very tragical exit. Every thing, how* 
ever, was at length arranged j and either 
from regard to the individuals and the corps 
to which they belonged, or gratitude for the 
pleafure they had afforded, it was thought 
fufEcient to banifli them from the Cape, and 
to put them on board a veffel that was about 
to return to Europe, I was prefent when 
they departed. The theatrical company was 
thus rendered incomplete; and, afhamed of 
the adventure, they dared neither feek others 
to fupply the vacant placed nor refume their 
entertainments. 

Intoxicating as were thefe pkafurts, Go- 
vernment meanwhile had not been inatten- 
tive to the danger which threatened the co- 
lony. As they daily exp'efted to be attacked 
by the Englifli fleet, they had increafed the 

. meaos 
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itifean^ of defence, and ordered different works 
and new fortifications to be coriftrudted. But, 
though thefe plans had been beguii before I 
left the Gapei they were not finiflied when 
I returned j and I everjr where found men 
at work^ bufily employed in completing 
them< 

At firft, the bufmefs had been carried on 
ikith activity ind ardour ; beeaufe the inha-* 
bitants, inftigated by their private intereft^ 
which was then cohfidered as involved with 
that of the public, hatd volufttarily offered their 
fervices, and tningled with the workmen. 
Yoimg and old, foldiers and itiagiftrates^ 
failors and planters, all folicited the honour 
of co-operating for the general good and 
common fafety. To ■ behold this heteroge- 
neous multitude— -fo me loaded with pick- axes, 
and fome with fpades, or other fimilar im- 
plements — marching out in the morning from 
the town, and proceeding in high fpirits 

b 2 to 
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to the new fortifications, was a fight truly 
admirable. 



But this patriotic fervour was of no long 
continuance. Under pretence of fparing their 
ftrength, and that they might not weary them- 
felves to no purpofe, they foon caufed their 
flaves to follow them with the tools and 
inftruments. In a little time they contented 

themfelves with fending their flaves only; 

» 

and at laft thefe fubftitutes themfelves, in imi- 
tation of their m afters, or perhaps by their 
fccret orders, gave over going alfo. Their 
enthufiafm, in fliort, from the firft moment 
of its breaking out till the period when it 
was thus entirely cooled, had been the afiair 
of fomething lefs than a fortnight. 

The works, however, though abandoned 
to mercenary hands, were not interrupted* 
Government cauied them to be continued 
with vigour ; and, when I returned from my 

journey. 



I K T R O D U C T I O N. xx? 

journey, the cxpence of them already amount- 
ed to a very confiderable fum. Nothing 
was to be feen but preparations for war and 
the means of defence. It appeared as if every 
inch of ground was meant to be difputed 
with the enemy ; and if the company had 
reafon to complain of the enormous coft 
with which thefe preparations were attended, 
they at any rate proved, that thofe into whofe 
hands they had intrufted one» of their moft 
important poffeflions negledted nothing which 
they thought calculated to preferve it. 

From the Table Mountain to Falfe Bay the 
whole road was lined with fmall redoubts, 
which, being conilruded in fuch a manner as 
to fupport each other, feemed likely to check 
the enemy^ or at leaft retard him in his 
march. 



Another road which condudcd from the 
town to Baie-auos'bois (woody bay) was for- 

b 3 tificd 
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tified in a different ftiannetr Being both the 
mod beautiful, and at tbe fame time (he tndft 
pleafant of all the roads in the neighbour^ 
hood, it formed a delightful walk for the in* 
habitants j but from a dread that the Englifh^ 
Invited by the facility which it prefented of 
inarching to the town, might refolve to mak^e 
their defcent at this bay, the road had not 
only been broken up throiighotit its whole 
length, but, at certain diftances, deep trenches 
and excavations had been cut in itr Thefa 
works, which were nothing in reality but mi-? 
ferable deftrudion, I could not behold with- 
out pain. The road had becpme my favou-» 
rite walk; and 1 had in fome meafure ap« 
propriated it to myfcif. It was here I wa$ 
fond of ftraying at thofe moments when it 
was dcferted by others, to indulge at leifare 
in my reveries, and to regulate the plan of my 
journeys. I had counted every tree or fhrub 
that grew on its borders, and was acquainte4 
y/ith every fpot where i co^ld fit down to 
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€Tqoy my meditations. War and its prepa- 
rations had rooted up the verdant turf, and 
the flowers which had added to its beauty 
were faded or elfe totally difappeared. The 
town had loft what to me was its greateft 
ornament, its moft bewitching x:harm. 

In the neighbourhood, the whole fliore, 
from Peinie des Ptndus (gallows-point), near 
the Lion's Rump, to the bottom of the Bay, 
was defended by new works of every kind* 
The batteries were every where increafed* 
€annon, it is true, were wanting; but a fupply 
of tbefc had been promifed from the Ifle of 
France; and, if I remember right, after a peace 
was concluded, they adlually arrived. 

On the eaft the town itfelf was to be de- 
fended by a ftrong line of palifades, begin- 
ning at the fhore and ending at the bottom of 
the Devil Mountain. It was the Ifle of France 
iagain that was to furnifli the wood necefTary 

b 4 for 
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for this.circumvallation ; and that engagement 
was, at any rate, much better fulfilled than 
the preceding one. But was it not a fhame 
for a Government, poflefling immenfe forefts, 
to fend eight hundred leagues to folicit of a 
foreign power affiftince, which, without dif- 
ficulty and almofl without expence, it might 
have obtained by fea as well as by land from 
different parts of its own territories at home ? 
1 have already publiflied fome refledions on 
this fubjed: in the account of my firft tra- 
vels. On my return to Holland, I mentioned 
the circumftance tp feveral of the diredors of 
the company, and. I have no doubt that fome 
plan will be adopted in ccnfequence, which 
their own intereft at the fame time fo power* 
fully recommends*. 

* The ftate of tKIngs fince thefe lines were written 
has greatly changed ; it will, perhaps, change ftill more, 
and facilitate eftabliftments, which, by cuftom, felfifli- 
nefS) and the interefl of partial affociations^ have long 
been retarded. 

4 As 
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As it was on the eaftern fide that the inha- 
bitants expeded the Englifh to make their 
attack, it was in this quarter they took care 
to conftruft the ftrongeft fortifications. Buf^ 
among thefe new works, there was one which 
was far from meeting with general approba- 
tion. By profeiEonal men it was confidered, 
if not altogether ufelefs, as calculated at leaft 
very little to obftru£t the taking of the town* 
To prove who were in the right, and who ia 
the wrong, in the judgment of this matter, 
it would have been neceffary that the towa 
fliould adually be befiegcd j but this was aa 
event that »did not take place. To the inha* 
bitants, however, the conftrudion of this fort 
afforded a fubjed of confiderable -pleafantry* 
According to them, the jcontradors had la- 
boured for their own advantage rather than 
for that of the colony; and by Colonel 
Gordon the fort was called in derifion Fort 
GuOet.. 

WhHc 
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While the means of defence were thus in- 
^reafed, Government endeavoured alfo to aug-« 
jnent the number of troops. With this view, 
every perfon without diftinftion that offered 
himfelf was enlifted: be his defeds what 
they might, not an individual was refufed. 
I do not precifely know what fuch foldiers 
would have done in cafe of an attack ; but I 
fufpeft they would have oppofed no very for-* 
jnidable face to the enemy* 

Juft the fame, in my opinion, would it 
have been with a regiment of Hottentots that 
was formed. Never did plan afford fo much 
feope for ridicule as this ; and to be convinced 
how juft was the ridicule, a fight only of 
thefe grotefque troops at their exercife was 
fufficient. One day as I was croffmg the 
parade where they were affembled, and where 
one of the company's fervants was teaching 
them what he called military evolutions, I 

enjoyed 
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(fenjoyed th« pleafiire. I had never befora 
laughed fo heartily, and have never thought; 
of them fince without the fame convulfivQ 
merriment. Thofe who have feeri at a fair^ 
apes perform' their exercife under the whip 
of a fhow-man, joftle one another by con- 
trary motions, wheel to the right when they 
fhould turn to the left, and jump about or 
leap on each others backs when they ought 
to march or to halt, will have no imperfed 
image of the manoeuvres of thefe demi-fa^r 
vages. As none of them knew how to diCf 
tinguilh his right hand from his left, thq 
reader may judge how well they muft have 
obeyed the conimands of their general 
With a ftijpid look, they kept their eyes fted- 
faftly fixed upon him ; but fcarcely had he 
given the word when, agitated as if by convul- 
fions, each performed a different evolution ; 
^nd all that could be taught them was to re- 
main in a line clofely fqueezed one againft 
tHe other, Qn the arrival of the firft bullet, 

an4 
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and even on the firft report of a cannon, the 
whole corps would have difperfed, like a flock 
of ftarlings, and never would it have been 
poflible to rally them. 

There was one mode^ however, in which 
perliaps they might have been rendered ufe- 
ful : to have ppfted them in fome fecure place 
rf ambufcade, where they could have no- 
thing to apprehend,, and there to have em- 

r 

ployed them in firing as occafion might offer. 
For it is fcarcely to be expeded that the fa- 
vage, a tptal ftranger to our prejudices, fliould 
fet much value on the honour to be acquired 
by remaining at one's poft, there to await 
perhaps certain death. The favage prefers 
lying in ambufh for his enemy under the co- 
ver of darknefs. The art of war is to him 
the art of avoiding danger. If he attack, it 
IS only when he thinks himfelf fure of killing, 
without on his fide running any rilk j and to 
alk him to expofe his life to procure victory 

to 
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to tliofe la whofe fuccefs he has no intereft^ 
would be propofing an a^ion that he would 
confider in the light of infanity. 

Of the merit and bravery of the di&rent 
officers deflined to command the forts and the 
troops, I have nothing to fay. They were 
all, no doubt, men of courage and talents^ 
a}l worthjr of the pofts affigned, or the rank 
conferred upon them ; but I very much regret* 
ted that I di4 not fee among them the brave and 
intrepid Staaring. This feaman, (ince fnatch- 
ed by the hand of death from his family and 
country, had lately given an example of refo- 
lution that aftonilhed the whole colony ; and I 
publifh it here with the more ple^fure, as I 
fhall thus, in part, difcharge what I owe to 
the memory of a man to whom I was exceed- 
ingly attached. 

A fhip under Danifli colours had an-* 
chored in the Cape Bay j and there were rea- 

fons 
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ibns to fufpea: that (he yjifzs ail Engliih fpf^ 
or at leaft a tranfpoft laden with warlikef 
ftores for the enemy. Sta^ting^ who was^ 
port*captain, thought it his duty, ih that qua- 
lity, to endeavour to obtain certain informa-' 
tion on the fubjeft ; and with that view went 
on board his (loop, and proceeded to the 
ihip to examine her. This was what the 
Dane had been afraid of. Scarcely was the 
captain in his power when he gave orders to 
weigh anchor, and made preparations for put-^ 
ting to (ea. Staaring, however, fufpe£ting 
this treachery, had, before he quitted the 
fhore, taken precautions to prevent its fuccefa^ 
Accordingly, he made from the deck the fignal 
that had been agreed upon; and the weft bat-* 
tery, which he had himfelf caufed to be cpn- 
ftru^ed, ^nd which was called by his name, 
immediately opened and began to difcharge its. 
guns upon the veflcl. In vain did the Dane 
threaten in his wrath, that, unlefs Staaring 
gave a counter-fignal and filenced the battery, 

he 
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he would lafh him to the main*-inaft| and ex-i* 
pofe him to deftrudion from the fhot of thofe 
very cannon which were fired in obedience to 
his orders. This brave man was not to be 
intimidated ; and inftead of bafeljr complying 
with the propofal, he repeated his fignal, 
which brought a fecond difcharge from the 
battery. When the crew faw this, they be- 
came almoft frantic with rage, fell upon the 
objed of their vengeance, beat him feverely^ 
and adually tied liim to the mad: : but Staar- 
ing, though furrounded by danger, derided 
his tormentors. " You know not what you 
** do," faid he with a fmilc. ^' Perceive you 
** not that thefe bullets are fent by my com- 
*' mand j that they know me j and will, there-- 
** fore, do me no harm ?'* 



What be thujs (aid in plealantry, wonderful 
as it may appear, was eventually realifed. 
The {hot fell in ihowers on every fide, with- 
out one of them touching him : but the yef- 

3 f^^ 
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fel was fo (battered, that (he was foon obliged 
to put about and to anchor with difgrace un- 
der the battery that had fired upon her. In 
fhort, this expedition, the fuccefs of which 
was the cfFe£t almoft of a moment, proved 
fo much the more honourable to tbe hero 
who conduded it, as the veflel, in reality, was V^ 
a fmuggler ; and, being judged a legal prize, 
was fold, I believe, for the benefit of the 

company. For fome time nothing was talked 
of at the "Caiie but Staaring's intrepidity* 
But his private affairs requiring his prefence 
in Holland, he had recently departed with his 
wife; and, to avoid being attacked by the 
Engli(h, took his paflTage on board a Dani(h 
ihip that was bound to Copenhagen* 

The adventure at the Cape had reached 

the court of Denmark j but the circumftances 

of the capture were not diftindly known ; 

. and Staaring had to fear that, if the court 

Ihould hear of his arrival, he might be arretted, 

and 
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and perhaps put in irons till more certain 
information coirfd be obtained. Some: friends 
forewarned him of his danger; He thought 
it prudefnt, therefore, to withdraw ; and de- 
parted privately from Copenhagen, leaving 
behind him his wife, who did not delay to 
follow him to Holland, where fhe had the 
misfortune > foon after to lofehira. But he 
has left a fon who one day will doubtlefs ful- 
fil the brilliant 'deftiny to which the nfrae he 
inherits fo powerfully invites him.^ 

The time I- fpent at the Cape was not 
loft to my ftudies and purfuits. I had not 
only been able, with a part of what I had 
brought with me from my journey, to form 
an interefting colle£tion ; but fcarcely a day 
elapfed without my rambling into the coun- 
try t(^ procure other articles by which to en- 
large it. Nothing came amifs to me: beetles, 
flies, butterflies, chryfalides, nefts, eggs, qua- 
drupeds, and birds of all kinds, had their value; 

Vol. I. e and 
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and all ferved either to fill up a place in my 
cabinet, or as objedts of ftudy. At the houfc 
of Boers too there was a kind of menagerie 
to which I frequently reforted, in order to 
make obfervations and fometimes experi* 
ments. 

It was by means of this menagerie, added 
to what my two journeys had enabled me to 
obferve, that I fucceeded in obtaining a know- 
ledge of the food, propenfuies, habits, and 
duration of life, more or lels protraded, of cer- 
tain animals. Some of thefe obfervations, 
which are highly worthy the attention pf na- 
tu'ralifts, I fliall publifh hereafter. At pre- 
fent, I mean to confine myfelf to a fmgle ex- 
periment, whic^t, not falling in with the 
thread of my narration, would be confidered 
as foreign to it, and confequently can here 
only be inferted with propriety. 

4 

I had often remarked that fpiders fpread 

their 
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their webs, in certain folitary and clofe placed, 
to which it is very difficult for flies and eveft 
for gnats to penetrate ; and I concluded that, 
as thefe animals mud long remain without 
food, they were capable of enduring confiden- 
able abftinence and hungen 

. • . * 

To be alTured of this circumftance, I took a 
large garden. fpideir, which I inclofed under a 
glafs bell, well faftened round the bottom 
with cement^ and in this . fituation i left it fop 
ten months together. Notwithftanding this de- 
privation of food, it appeared during the whole 
period equally vigorous and alert j and I re- 
marked no other alteration than that its belly, 
which at the time of its imprifonment was the 
fize of a nut, decreafed infienfibly till at lafl it 
was fcarcely larger than the head of a pin. 

I then put under the bell another fpider of 
the fame kind. At firft they kept at a dif- 
tance from each other, and remain^ motloiif. 

c 2 lefsj 
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Jefs 1 biit- prefently tlie meagre on^, prefled 
by hunger,, approached, and attacked the 
ftranger. It returned fcveraL times to the 
charge; and in thefe difierent confli<£l8 itB 
enemyv being, deprived of almoft all its clawa^ 
it carried them away, and retired toitS'forr 
mer fituation to devour thejn. The meagre 
jone itfelf- had alfo loft .three of ita daws, on 
which it equally fed j and I perceived that its 
plumpn^fs waft in fome mealurc reftdred by 
this repaft. At length, the new comer, de- 
^rived of all its means • of defence, fd* the 
nejit day a facnfice* It was fpeedily^ devout*, 
ed; and in lefs than twenty-four hours the 
old inhabitant of the bell became as round 
as it had been at the firft moment of its con- 
finement. • 



Other animals can by no means endure the 
fame degree of hunger: An, abftinencc Of a 
f€W days is fufficieat;to deftroy them;, and 
^e term, will befhorter or longer according 
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to tfa? nature of their food. Among birds, 
for example, the granivbrous generally die in 
the (pace, of from forty-eight to fixty hours, 
vrhile the entomophagi, thofe who feed on in<i 
£cGts^ will hold out for a ihort period longer. 

m 

t < 

But thofe which <:an leaft bear abfti-< 
fience are fuch as live on fruit ; a property 
that is owing probably to their ftomach^ 

which, idigefting more fpeedily, has more 
frequent need of aliment. This quick digef- 
tion, however, is attended with one advan- 
tage, which is, that, reduced to an equal de- 
gree of fnamtion by abftinence, the animal, 
if affifted, will recover and refume its ftrength 
foon^r than others. With the granivorous 
fpecies this is not the cafe. Debliiiated to a 
certain point, if nothing but the feeds on 
which they ufually feed be given them, they 
can never be reftored ; ibcir ftomjach having 
lofi, in part, its power ofdigeftion. The 
carnivorous, on the ccntr.ary, . reuin their di^ 

c 3 geftion 
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geflion to the lad moment j and heace it< 
happens that, receiving the kind of food 
which is fuited to them, an iniiant only is 
neceflary to their ^recovery, 

A little refledion will enable us clearly to 
perceive the caufe of this difference. Flcfli, 
from its affinity to the fiibftance of the ani*. 
mal, becomes fpeedily incorporated with it ; 
and, as its juices ^re highly nutritive, th© 
aififtance it gives is almofl: inflantaneous* 
With feeds the cafe is the reverfe : to be di-* 

gefted, they muft remain fome time in the 

* 

ftomach, where they require to be previoufly 
foftened and triturated* This operation is te-i 
dious, and fuppofes, befides, a vital adion in 
the gullet i a motion and force which fading 
deftroys. 

What I have advanced upon this fubjed ia 
jiot only-fupported by pUufible rcafons, but 
it the reiult alfQ of e:j?pcriment. 

I took 
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I took two fparrowfi of the fame age, and 
in equally good condition, and reduced them, 
by .the want of nouriflitnent, to fuch a flate 
of weakneft that neither of them was able to 
take what was offered him. I then forced 
down the throat af one fome bruifed feeds^ 
and of the other a little minced fle(h. In a 
few minutes the latter was quite well ; while 
the former, two hours after, died. 

Confidering, however, granivorous birds 
with attention » it might be faid, that feed, 
though it forms the principal part of their 
food, is to thefe animals a food at the fame 
time that is infiifEcient and tdo little nutritive, 
fmce they add thereto, fruit, flefh, infeds, 
and, in a word, whatever nutritive fubftance 
they meet with. The carnivorous, on the 
other hand, whether they live on flefli or on, 
4nfe£ts, are uniform in their food. One 
kind is fufficient for them j and they have no 
recourfc to feeds. 

c 4 Oi 
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' i^ Of all the feathered race, the fpecics moft 

♦- fubjeG to hunger and to the frequent want of 

food have appeared to me to be the pifcivo- 
irous, or fuch as feed on fifli. Nature has ac- 
cordingly given them large gullets or pouches, 
in which they accumulate, fot future want, a 
• larger ftore of provifion. 



With regard to birds of prey, they can en- 
dure hunger for a very confiderable period. 
I have made on this fubjedt various experi- 
ments, but fhall content myfelf with relat- 
ing a (ingle fa6t, which is truly aftonifliing, 
and feems to prove fomething more than the 
mere capacity of enduring abftinence. 

I had a vulture of the fpecies called at the 
Cape chajfe-jiente * (dung-hunter) which I 

* The author gives here only a tranflatipn of the name 
ufed^atthe Cape. The Dutch name xijirmijaager i and 
the bird alluded ta is the fame kind of vulture a$ that 
called in the Weft-Indies the carrion crow. T« 

wanted 
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* 

wanted tp kill, in order to ftufF it. The 
animal appearing too fat for the purpofe, I 
obliged it to faft* Upon viiiting it j I everj 
day expected to find it dead, or reduced at 
leaft to extreme weaknefa ; but it always ap« 
peared in the fame flate of health and vigour^ 
At length, after eleven days of entire fad, 
feeing it flill alive, my patience was exhaufted; 
and, as I had other cares to engage my acten^ 
tion, I put an end to its lexiflence. ' In pro? 
paring it for prefervation, I perceived that it 
could have lived a much longer time ; foi^ 
notwithftanding its abflinence, it ftill fo at 
bounded with fiit, that I was obliged to ex^ 
tra£t it before I could iocceed in my ope- 
ration* 



The fanie obfervation is applicable to qua« 

drupeds. Such as live on flefh will endure 

hunger much longer than others; a fa£k fo 

well known and attefled, that I may fpare 

myfelf tbd trouble of proving it. 

I The 
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The human fpecies alfo furniflies a very ftrik- 
ing inftance of the fame truth in thofe nations 
which more or lefs feed upon flefh. The 
Hottentot whofe nouriftiment is milk and 
roots, or dried locufts, can by no means en- 
dure the fatigue and hunger which other Hot- 
-4entots can^wjio live by the chace, and who, 
often obliged to pafs feveral days without 
eating, will fuffer no inconvenience from the 
circumftance. I have even remarked that 
this kind of aliment, whatever prejudices 
may exift fo the contrary, every thing elfe 
being equal, contributes to render the indi- 
vidual ftronger than any other. Of all the 
races of men with which I have been ac- 
quainted, the largeft and moft robuft, in my 
opinion, are the planters at the Cape j and 
I know of none that are fo addifted to ani- 
mal food. . I myfelf, who, by the nature of 
my journeys, was obliged for feveral years to 
live folely on flelh, muft acknowledge that I 
never enjoyed a mofe uniform or better ft?ite 

' of 
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of health than at that j^riod. I alfo never 
fo much abftained from ftrong liquors; 
whereas, if the EngliCh, who eat more ani- 
mal food than the other nations of Europe, 
can make lipon it two meals a day, it is be*- 
caufe they drink in the interval, tea, punch, 
and other beverages of the fame tendency^- 
which accelerate its digeftioUf - 

Befides the experiments I profeeuted as to 
the power, more or lefs extenfive, that cer- 
tain animals have of fubfifting without food, 
I engaged in others as to the impaffibility, fo 
to ^xprefs inyfelf, of certain kinds of infers, 
$n impaffibility by means of which beings^ 
the term of whofe exiftence is fix months, or 
even lefs, appear tp have received from na- 
tur€^ the gift of being indeftrudible* through the 
medium of thofe fenfations commonly called 
painful, which are ordinarily deftru£tive of 
every thing that has life. 

I took 
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I took a large red^winged locuft of (the 
Cape, opened its belly, and, pulling out its. 
intdlines, filled the cavity with cottgn ; and 
in that ftate I fixed it to the bottom of a box 
with a pin, which pafled through its thorax. 
It remained there for five months : and at the 
end of this period it ftili moved both its legs, 
and its antennae, * 



I transfixed other iocufts in the fame man* 
ner, without, however, opening their bellies 
as in the fprmer cafe ; and, to try if I could 
ftifle them, I put into the box in which they 
were enclofed camphor and fpirit of turpen • 
tine, and they lived there notwithftanding 
feveral days. 

** If you tear a leg from a fly/' fays the phi-: 
lofopbical author of Etudes de la Nature^ ** it 
** moves about ^s if it had fuftained no Idfs* 
" When deprived of fo confideftble. amem* 
** ber^ it neither faints nor is convulfed j 

« 
« 

" emits 
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*• emits n§ cry, nor fti^^B any fyraptom of 
•* pain. Children of a'croel difpofition amu(t 
** themfelves witk thrufting long ftraws into 
^^ the anus of thefe ihfe<^S'; and, thus^ ipi- 
*^ paled, they fiy into the air, or walk and per-p 
^ fotm thdit ufual movements, without feem-'* 
*^ irig to bfe in the leaft aflfeaed by it. Riau- 
^* mur, one day, cut off the fleftiy and muC- 
** cular horn of a large caterpillat, which cofl* 
•* tinned to feed as if nothing had happened 
« to it." 



I have fometijnes attempted to drown in 
fpirit of wine certain kinds of infedts. The 
moft robuft carnivorous kind would have 
been ftifled by it in lefs than two minutes; 
whereas thefe infeds Were often alive after an 
immerfion of twenty-four hours. Ic is well 
known that Dr. Franklin recovered flies which 

he found in fome bottles of wine that had been 

« 

fent to him from Madeira, and which he had 

\ 

kept in his cellar for upwards of fix months. 

Thelfe 
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Thefc experiments, 'which were a foutcc of 
confiderable amufement) occupied my hours of 
leifure, filled up the interval between my two 
journeys, and ferved to moderate my impa- 
dence. But at length the defire of again con-> 
templating nature recurred with fo much 
force, that a refidence at the Cape became in* 
fupportable, and I began to think ferioufly of 
my departure* 
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COUNTRY OF THE GREATER AND LESS 

NlMIC^AS* 

I Sit down at laft to difcharge my debt. Dif- 
ferent as are the circum (lances under which 
I refume riiy pen, the impulfe to write is be-, 
come the more powerfuU The benefit of my 
long and wearifome travels (hall not be luft. If 
the firft fruits have been devoured by mercilefs 
oppreflbrs^ the misfortune is amply repaid by 
the rpe£tacle of public liberty. A fufficiently.fine 
harveft dill remains to make me anxious of of-- 
fenng it- to my country j and this portion, at 
Vol, I. 3 leaft. 
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leaft, of the only prefents I am able to beftow^ 
"• will neither be debafed by tares nor weeds. In ' 
the fituation in which I live, I find the inaage 
of my early independence. I have na obftacles 
to overcome, and no corrupt beings to deal 
with, that I may pay to nature the tribute of 
adoration, which ihe has a right to exped 
from the moft faithful of her lovers. I re- 
enter the defarts of Africa once more to vifit 
her. I ihall paint her as (he is. She cannot 
but be pleafed at feeing me, when fhe learns 
the efforts that, in this happy portion of the 
earth, have been made to revive her worfliip, 
and rebuild her altars. I will fhow her her 
portraits^ She will not defpifc the drefs in 
which they will be feen. Can ihe be offended 
if, at fo great a diftance from the country 
where £bc firft appeared to me without either 
paint or attire, a flight veil be thrown over her' 
charms ? or rather has flie not herfelf fixed the 
limits where change of temperature, and greater 
wants imperibufly demand a modification of 
her efiencc ? Let it then excite no aftonifhment 
if, in the relation of my adventures, and de- 
firous of preferving ray.fmcerity, a figh efcape 
me at the fight of her firft image. She had my 
whole affe<^ions j Lowe to her an account of 

3 alt 
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fell the fecrets of my heart ; and this predilec- 
tion, which I cannot forego for the remote 
aflylum in which 1 am deftined to take up my 
refidence by her fide, is an additional homage 
that I render to the people ftill worthy of prac- 
tifing her leflbns. 

Land of repofe, of ignorance, and of felicity; 
land that without toil haft fo long nouriflied 
me ; ye filent rocks, where I depbfited all re- 
membrance, and all regret of the paft ; ye in- 
chanting folitudes, troubled by no figh, and 
foiled by rio tyranriy ; fliould fome Frenchman 
thance to wander upon your borders, open to 
him your delightful . retreats, and render ftill 
more auguft the ineftimable blefling which 
his exertions have obtained for him ! 

I was fcarcely returned to the Cape of Good- 
Hope when my thou<:hts already turned upon 
another excurfion. Sixteen months inceflantly 
occupied in travelling and hunting, had nei- 
ther cooled my zeal, nor accompliflied my 

•wifties. The paffion of increafing my know- 
ledge in natural hiftory became every day morp 

' imperious, and feemed to acquire ftrfength from 
the multitude of objeds I had coUefted, My, 
fatigues were no fooner at an end, than the re- 
membrance of them ended alfo, Fiading my- 

B 2 felf 
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fclf ill the midft of a town, and about to ehga^^ 
in the goflip of a fociety, for which I was by 
no means formed, I could not help cafting be- 
hind me a longing look. I plunged in idea 
into thofe romantic retreats, thofe majeftic fo- 
refts, of which I had taken pofleffion without 
.diiEculty, and could leave without protestors. 
This ftrange mixture of feeling and mifan- 
thropy, the ordinary guide of the adlions of 
my life, abated the pleafure of feeing again 
friends who were fo dear to me j or in other 
w^ords, the Cape was not the place in which it 
would have been moil pleafant to me to have- 
enjoyed theh: company. From this ebb and 
flow of pleafure and uneafmefs refulted a fenti- 
ment no lefs fingular. I mean a total indiffer- 
ence as to the difcoveries I had made, and with 
which it was my purpofe to enrich |he fineft 
and m6ft extenfive of all the fciences. The 
fight, and developement of the curious objeGs 
1 had brought back with me to the Cape af- 
forded me but little of heart-felt delight. The 
dramatic intereft was pafled. Thus it is with 
the moll charming concert, which often, when 
the efledl is produced, leaves a void in the 
foul, and the compofer is coldly employed in 
putting together the different parts of his mufic. 

By 
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' By degrees my fociability returned, and I fek 
^n indination for company ; but to enjoy alfo 
my treafures, I was foiced to become a ikxzn^ 
gcr to myfelf, ^ 

In all my attentions friendfhip had the firft 
place. I once more faw, and preffed to my 
heart, the refpeftable Boers, whofe health had 
occaiioned me fuch alarm, when I was yet ^, 
hundred and fifty leagues from the Cape, and 
encamped on the borders of the Kriga. To 
him was I indebted, from the pains he took to 
get me into his houfe, after my unfortunate dif^ 
after in the bay of Saldanha, for all the fruits 
of fo curious an expedition. He was eager to 
afcertain the ftate of the boxes I liad brought 
with me, as he had before employed the utmoft - 
precaution in unpacking ithofe I had remitted 
to him in the courfe of my travels. His zeal 
had made him ingenious, and fuggefted means 
of prefervation that abfolutely aftoniflied me. 
To oblige me he had become a natural philofo- 
pher ; and my collection was not only unimr 
paired by pafling through his dextrous hand^, 
but he had clafTed the different fubjeCts of it 
with great propriety and inteljigencje. The 
arran^enient of this cabinet, when I did not 
.^ven kry? w whether it had efcaped thp acciflffpta 

B 3 of 
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of fo tedious a conveyance, was a fight truly 
raviftiing. I had felt great anxiety refpedting 
this firft colledion. When I called to mind the 
various ways in which it might be injured, the 
diftance from which it was lent, the nature of 
the roads, the fucceffive and continual effeCl of 
heat and rain, and thecarelefTnefs, perhaps, of the 
perfons to whom it had been intruded, I expedl* 
ed to find at befl nothing but a wreck. Qu the 
contrary, my animals had gained new life, and 
feemed to breathe under the eye of their maf- 
ten Such cares, fuch precaution and delicacy^ 
could, not fail to render at laft my return agree- 
able to me. 

A vifit to the boxes which had ariivted withi 
xhe completed my fatisfadion. Every thing 
they contained was equally brilliant and whole. 
My birds, which amounted to a thoufatid and 
eighty, were as frefh a3 at the moment when 
they were killed and prepared ; my butterflies re- 
tained all their purity, and there was not an in-r 
fedt that had loft fo much as a feeler. On this ac- 
count the method I employed in packing and 
conveying them became additionally dear to 
pie. The kind of box that I invented for the 
purpofe has been defcribed in the firft volume 
of my former travels j and experience has fo 
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fiffly convinced me ©fits exceUence thit I can-». 
aot too often recommend the life of^ it. * ^ 

The newB of my return was foon fpread 
through the' Cap^^ ati'd a crowd of idlers haften* 
ed from every quarter requefling to fee what 
they called fny new curiofities. The trouble of 
isontinually opening and Cutting my boxes de-« 
terinined me to add;this portion bf my richer 
to that which my friend had fo higenioirfiy al^;> 
canged in my abfcence. I began wijjii daffing 
the diflferent fpecies ©f birds; not indeed^ me* 
thpdically, but, in a natural ferie», by pair«| 
m^k and female tog€tlier> v 

Almoft thp whole of Boers^ houfe was ):ott* 
Tcrted into a cabinet of ^ natural hiftory, t and 
diis fort= of decoratioft, ?it once Tplendid and 
novd, attraided To much company^ that ^ one 
might have fuppofed' it the general plate of ren* 
4ezvaus of the whole town. It was never with- 
out vifitors* What:fciadx)f curiofity influenced 
the£e .vifitorjs, and what intercft was felt fpjr 

« 

the arts and. fcienceSy by a people vrfrolly en^ 
grofled by mercantile fpeculatione, may be 
judged from the circuqaftance, that the obje(3:s 
which afforded them the gr^ateft' delight were 
frequently thofe belonging to the cantons 
jaearefl: the tovvn, and that, there was not an in- 
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habitant of the Cape» who, even in his mod or«^ 
dinary walks, ipigbt not obferve fubje&s^ of 
liatural hiftory, extremely valuable to any but 
an African. Hpw is it wbe» nature, at every 
ilep produces a niiracle under our feet, that 
men can be fo indifferent to her worship, and 
that the love of gold can compenfate the plea^ 
fure which the difcovery of one only of her fe-^ 
crets is capable of affording ? 

Amjong thefe inquifitive perfonages there 
were many, however, whofe deportment in 
fomje degree flattered my fenfibility. At fight 
of the rareties which I had brought fo' far, I 
remarked a much lefs intereft for the fruit of 
my travels than for the traveller himfelf . They 
could hardly conceive thepoflfibility of my hav- 
ing efcaped the numerous perils which had be-» 
fore been exaggerated to me; and if, like 
Ulyflfes, my faniily had refidcd at the Cape, 
the report of my death, would have given me 
more than one fuitor to contend with, and 
more than one Eumeus to feduce. 

A ftill greater number regarding my labours as 
futile and unproduftive, were continually teaz** 
ing me with the queftion, " Well, what gold 
mine have you found ?" Gold was the idol of 

^e& men, and a fingle grain of this omnq)0? 
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ftent metal wouM have produced more efi^ 
upon them than the mod humane and generous 
jCentlmenta. Every expedition that brought od 
gold with it» was, in their eilimation, fo much 
time wretchedly mifpent This paffion fot 
gold is the chain that links together the feat-* 
]Cered Butch* J remember, that in my early 
youth, wh^n my father took me with him to a 
diflance from the colony, and we brought back 
with us, to Paramaribo, fome curious objects for 
the embellifhment of his cabinet, the inhabit 
tants never failed to afk why inllead of thdfe 
things we had not brought gold^ 
^ But let me not forget that I found among 
th^ crowd fome enlightened amateurs, whoie 
fufirage were a counterbalance to thefe rq)eated 
mortifications, and by whom my labours were 
Sn a manner appreciated and felt« 
V Iji the pumber of thefe judges I ought parti* 
cularfy to dift:ingui(h Colonel Gordon. He 
ha4 traverfed, like myfelf, fome of the fouthern. 
countries of Africa. To many of the literati 
of Europe his obfervations are known. Should 

i 

he read this account, he will find in it the pledge 
pf an efteem that is without bounds. May it 
induce him to exteqd his reputation by pub- 
|iihing his difcoverics. He owes to Europe 

an 
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iin account of fuch complete refearches, an4 
which relate to fo interefting a part of Africa. ' 
They are th6 property of the fcience, which 
would then no longer remain buried in obli- 
vion. The Colonel was ffequehtly delighted 
with the many and various fpecies I had colled- 
ed, and he hefitat^d not to acknowledge that 
the majority erf them were pQtfe&ly new to 
jhira. . . 

It ifi true, that, bound to {bciety byno titf that 
ioteiSrered with, or controuled my fnvouritt 
purfuita, abfblute mafter of my time, and diC- 
engaged from ^varyaffeftion but ^ that of the 
chace, X gavi "myfelf up to its exercife like a 
true &v^ge. A Ik^age indeed hk$ no induce^- 
te*at but tvant ; whereas I often affixed to the 

« 

conqucft of a fingle objed whofeexift fence I 
had difcovered, a price that lio watchings and 
no fatigue could counterpoife. Whenever, al-^ 
lured by the cry, or other tok^n of fome new 
bird, the ordinary means were infufficient, 1 
fet my invention to work that it might not 
efcape, and if it were neceflary to fpend a 
ivhole month in purfuing, or rather in waiting 
for my prey, I immediately pitched my tent^ 
and never quitted the place till I had ob- 
gained it. 
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It IS to. this unbending perfevcrance I owfc 
the advantages of poffeffing ailmoft every fpecies 
of bird belonging to that part of Afri<;a over 
which I travelled. I ufe the word almoft, ber 
caufe there are certainly events that exceed the 

« 

limits of our power. Who does not know, for 
inftance, how much the changes of feafon arc 
calculated to drive from the hunter, or bring 
within his reach, fpecies of birds, which he caa 
then derive only frooi chance? It is thus with 
birds of paflage. In countries fubjed: to heavy 
rains, to long droughts, or confidcrable^vaiicfc- 
lies of atixioiphere, fuch birda no doubt c6mc 
)ind go much oftener than in Europe, -where 
we experience no ahemative but that of heat 
and cold ; and no fportfman, however dextrous, 
ought toexpedany thing more than to obtain 
a collection that fhall bear fome degree of pro- 
portion to the variety of fpecies : to difcover all 
that exift of this kind, ,thc fife of man would 
be infufficient. 

My days were ufefuUy and almoft wholly 
occupied in claffing my treafures,. keeping my 
cabinet in order, and thinking upon the means 
q{ fupplying its deficiences, in order to form a 
complete fyftem, that fhould one day, under 
Jthe infirmiiies of age, confole me for the inca-. 

pacity 
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pacity of ftudying the elements at their foufce, 
aad deprive me of regret at the recolledion of 
a difcipline that cannot be commenced again 
but by a recommencement of life. I promifed 
myfelf in idea greater pleafure from my fecond, 
than I had enjoyed in my firft travels. The 
compafs of experience would now be my guide 
and enable me tofurmount the moft tremendous 
obftacles* How £eu: our forefight can extend, and 
Jxow near a fecond precipice frequently is to 
that which we have efcaped, will be feen in the 
iequel. 

I had in a manner prepared all that wajs ne« 
iceflary for my expedition : but the moment of 
my departure from the.Cape did not advance fo 
japidly as I.wifhed. A' perfon whom I had 
looked for with the moft tormenting impa^p 
tience, whom I had not feen fince my return, 
and without whom 1 could promife myfelf nei- 
ther pleafure or fafety, was abfent. This was 
no other than Klaas, who at lail fuddenly pre- 
fented himfelf before me. There was then at 
the houfe of the fifcal, a fele^t, but numerous . 
party of friends. Klaas enjoyed, wherever he 
went, no incondderable (hare of reputation^ 
The aflbciate of my travels, and entrufted by 
me more p^rtkulsirly than tlie reft with the ex&« 

cutioi) 
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tnidbn ©f my plans, I could not be too layllh 
in my prsdfes of this my faithful privy-coun- 
fellcr. His fudden arrival excited in .the houfc 
of Boers the moft lively curiofity. Nothing 
was thought of but my friend, and, as he en- 
tered, every one fpontaneoufly rofe frpm his 
feat, I had owed every thing to his attachment 
and fidelity, and he inftantly received tefti- 
monies of efteem that were a fort of compenfa- 
tion. The fifcal drew his purfe and made him 
a confiderable prefent j an example that was 
followed by the whole company, Stnpified 
with aftonilhment, Klaas looked at the wealth 
that was thus fhowered upon him, and thought 
himfelf as rich as the governor himfelf. 

A fmgle thoiight, however, with which 'his 
mind laboured, foon abforbed every fentiment 
that arofe from this unexpe<Sed reception. 
Upon entering, he had advanced towards me 
to teftify his joy, but his emotion was fo great 
as to deprive him of utterance. He alfo had 
ii prefent to make. With half-opened mouth, 
and eyes brimful of tears, he held out a packet 
to me, confiding of a box or two, upon which 
he appeared to fix an extraordinary value. I 
played a little with his agitation, which in- 
creafed the filenceof thofe who were fpeftators 

of 
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of the fcene. At laft I relieved him from his em- 
barraffment, or he would other wife, I believe^ 
have repaained all night in the fame attitude. 
*^ Well," faid I, " for whom are thefe boxes ?'* 
For you, for you !" faid he. " They arc 
full of thofe animals of which you are fo fondi 
*' If I have been tardy in returning, it was only 
that I might not come empty-handed, and 
without bringing with me fomcthing to 
prove thai I had not forgotten you. I am 
•* afraid, however, that the birds arei neither fo 
" beautiful nor fo rare, as thofe which We have 
" killed in our excurfion/' 

Judge of my aftcnifliment and joy, when, 
upon opening the boxes, I perceived a well-ar* 
ranged colkdion of handfome infedts, with fome 
birds very expertly Ikinned, and agreeably to the' 
method which he had feen me fo often pradice 
in the defarts. I freely confefs that no tefti- 
mony of favour or efteem has ever filled . my 
heart with fo pure and delicious a fentlment siA 
this frank and ^ artlefs proceeding on the part of 
my Hottentot, and the knowledge, that dur* 
ing our feparation, which . had by no means 
been fhort, his thoughts had been employed 
fclely upon me. Worthy and excellent na-t 
tion ! ye wits of Europe, match me if yoii 

€a0^ 
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ten, with all your ingenious delicacy and fub^ 
lime ideas of generofity, a trait of friend (hip 
and feeling, fimple and genuine as this. My 
dear Klaas, how often, invited to the. houfes of 
perfonagcs of rank, complimented by fome, 
earefled by others, diftinguifhed by all, how 
often, in the midft of flattering favours and 
brilliant promifes, have I opened your box of 
infects, and thanked you for the Ihort, but de- 
licious inftants of pleafure, which formerly di- 
verfified the tedious hours,, when my fmgle re* 
fource was to difplay to you my knowledge, 
and unwillingly to entrap your applaufc ! 

Klaas did not (lay long after he had deliver- 
ed his prefent. The treafure he had received be- 
gan to embarrafs him. He thought of the wife 1 
had given him, into whofe hands he was eager 
to depofit his wealth. Having firft learned 
from him, that the other companions of my 
travels, fcaitered here and there in the vicinity 
of his horde, were tranquil and happy, my cat- 
de in good condition, my waggons and furni- 
ture under cover and fecure, and my whole ca- 
layan ready to attend me at a moments fum- 
mons, I embraced my faithful coadjutor and 
faflfered him to depart. 

This unexpeded vifit ©n the. part of Klaas 

brought 
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brought to my recoUeaion another compinted 
of my travels; a good friend, a faithful fervant, 
tetremeiy cJuntiiiig, fruitful in expedients irf 
times of emergency, and by whom I had more 
than once been extricated from embarraflmentjr. 
The whole company were deiirous of feeing 
him, and we walked towards his houfe as if to 
inforj:^ him that I was on the point of fetting 
off. There was a fort of playful contention 
who fhould be the firft to tell him the news. 
The reader will perceive that I am fpeaking: 
of my ape* There could be ho feftivity unlefs 
he was of the party. Boers and myfelf were 
accu domed to vifit him every day after dinner, 
and to take with us fome of our deffert* Na- 
turally gentle and careiling, he was free from 
the faults of his fpecies, and had rather imbibed 
thofe of his malften He feem6d alfo to have 
acquired fome virtues, for he was fenfible t0 
kindnefs and civilities, and always eager to re- 
pay them. I knew but one perfon whom lie 
would not fiiffer to ftroke him j and to him hcf 
, bore a moft extraordinary enmity. This was 
an officer of the Pondicherry regiment, wha 
lodged like myfelf in the houfe of the fifcal, 
and who, to try the afFeflion of my ape,^ pre- 
tended one day to flrike me. At this fuppofed 

iU 
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111 treatment Kees was in a terrible rage, and 
fronj that moment took a diflike to the officer* 
At whatever diftance he perceived him ap- 
proaching, his cries and geftures fufficiently 
denoted the defire he felt of avenging me. He 
grinded his teeth arid made the moft painful 
efforts to dart upon him. In vain had the of- 
fender frequently attempted, by the offer of 
dainties, to foften his aijger. Refentment had 
left a profound hatred in the foul of Kees, 
which it required a long time to efface. 

The impotence of his exertions, to wipe 
away the ftain which tny honour had fuffered 
by the affront, denotes that the unfortunate 
animal was chained. It was the fear of lofmg 
liim that induced me to adopt fo degrading a 
meafure. His fame had gained him fuch nu- 
merous friends, that, if he efcaped from the 
houfe, he was fure to be ftolen, either by the 
failors who would have conveyed him on 
board, or by the inhabitants of the Cape, who 
would have fecreted him till I was gone, or 
even by the Haves who would have roafted and 
eaten him. 

Poor Kees appeared to Kave a melancholy 
fenfe of his flavery. Boers, indeed, had pro- 
vided him with a veryhandfome kennel j but 
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is there any enjoyment without liberty f My 
ape, befides, poflefled a degree of moral per-- 
ception, which rendered his fituaticHtt more 
paififul than it would have been to a vulgar 
ape. The moment he law me, he flew the 
whole length of his chain to meet ml ; and it 
was m6 in particular that he feemed to upbraid 
with ingratitude for his captivity. The period 
of rendering him happy every day drew nearer j 
I hardened myfelf againft his iipportunities, 
for I loved him too well to give him an impru- 
dent teftimony of my afFedion. 

In reality, I fhould have had every thing to 
fear if I had had the weaknefs to have yielded 
to pity. He might have efcaped of his owa 
accord. A fentimentftill ftronger than friend- 
fhlp might every inftant have allured hrm a* 
way. It is not with the ape as with other do- 
ttieftic animals, whom inftindt attaches to the 
foil where they have been brought up, and' 
who always return to it ; whether, like the dog,, 
they have greater fondnefs for the mafter thaa 
the houfe ; or, like the cat, more attachment to 
the houfe than the mafter. The ape,, on the 
contrary, indocile and refractory, incapable of 
lafting remembrance either of the one or of 
the other, retains a propenfity to independence,; 
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trhich the mildefl education, or the tendered 
trtatment cannot corredi. Befidps, refembling 
in fome degree man, in the formation and ufe 
of his members, he is like him alfo in the fa- 
culty of propagating at all times his fpecies ; 
and the *reverfe, therefore, of other animals, 
who, in this refped, are in a ftate of virtual in- 
capacity, except in the fixed and periodical Tea- 
fons which nature has afligned them. Kees 
had dill his virginity, and had never known 
pleafure. The flighteft fpark would have fet 
him on fire j an inftant was fufficient to con- 
Vert him into a libertine ; and if, with all the 
indifcretion and vivacity of youth, he had once 
lulled after a female, his matter would foon 
hav^ been forgotten ; he would have fol- 
lowed her into the depth of the woods, and 
would never more have returned. Extremely 
fond of Kees, and unable to prevail on myfelf 
to lofe him, I ufcd my power as a defpot, and 
chained him up that I might difpofe of him as 
I liked. 

The reader will forgive thefe details. They 
are interefting to a traveller like myfelf, who 
has no brilliant exploits to relate, and no 
wiWernefs of invention in which to lofe him-» 
felfi 

C 2 Every 
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Etery day I became more occupied with tlicr 
cxcurfion I had in view. This new enterprife 
required numerous preparations. I flattered 
myfelf that in a few days they would all be 
compkted. The fatigues of my former expe- 
dition were as perfedly diflipated is if ft 
had been undertaken ten years ago. At length 

« 

I was ready to depart. 

Unfortunately it was the drieft feafon of the 
year. Such of the inhabitants to whom I had 
communicated my projedls, and who were 
moft intereftcd in my welfare, notwithftanding 
the defire they felt that I (hould complete my 
dilcoveries, were continually urging me to 
wait for a more favourable period. The wea- 
ther, they faid, was inaufpicious and unfeafon- 
able. As if the weather andfeafons which pre- 
vailed at the Cape, and in the neighbourhood 
of the fea, muft neceflarily be the fame at the 
diftance of fome hundreds of leagues in the in- 
terior of Africa. I had already fome experi- 
ence upon the fubjedl ; but I was weak enough 
to yield tOvthe perfuafions of thefe over- timid 
friends. Another project inftantaneoufly oc- 
curred to my mind. I accordingly deferred 
my departure till the feafon arrived that was 
reprefented as favourable. It will hereafter be 

feen 
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feeti how fatal was this procradination, and to 
what calamities it expofed both my people and 
me. 

I hsid refolved to withdraw myfelf from the 
Cape* The circumftance by which I had been 
induced to adjourn my grand expedition^ was 
^n additional motive with m.e to undertake an 
excurfion in the environs of the town. It would 
at leaft be food to my impatiepce^ and I flxould 
find in this refource, the only one th^t X)ffered 
itfelf amidft the eternal w.earifoipefiefs with 
which I was befet, fome compenf^ition for the 
4elay which the feafon ha,d impofed .upon 
jne. I had learnt, in the fliort converfatioa I 
had had with Klaas, that the .two Hottentots 
l;o whom I had cotpm^itted Jthe care of my oxen^ 
and the equipage of my caravan, waking the 
fignal for a fecqnd expeditipn, had condufled 
my cattle tothejpafturesof Groene-kloof, and 
that my goats^ agi:eeable to my diredions, had 
remained in Swart-land, under the eye of my 
friend Slaber, who, uniform in his zeal to ferv^ 
me, had taken charge of thern. 

What reproaches did I not caft .upp^ fljyfelf 
for having negleded, fmce my retUPQL to the 
<Cape, this worthy and refpedable friend ! By 
^what bufmefs, what neceffity, what laws of de- 
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coram, what infatuation of good company, had 
I been fo long prevented the paying him a vi- 
fit ? Where could I tafte a more pure and ge-» 
nuine pleafure than under the roof of this ho- 
neft planter, who, after my misfortune at Sal- 
danha bay, when I had loft every thing I pot- 
felled, and was wandering in a ftrattge land, 
without afylum, without money, without 
friends, without any kind of refource, faved mc 
at once from finking in defpair ? The rccollec'r 
tion of this virtuous African occafioned me the 
moft poignant regret. I flew to his habitation, 
which received for the third time one of his 
deareft children. The careffes of this charm-*^ 
ing family were beftowed on me in profufion. 
From the furprife and joy they exhibited, and 
the fudden diforder that prevailed in the houfe, 
one might have fuppofed it to bp the celebra- 
tion of an ancient feftival, or the return of fome 
important perfonage from an illuftrious expe- 
dition. Nothing was thought of but how tq 
render my abode agreeable to me. The parties 
of pleafure that were moft within their reach 
and my own, were parties of hunting. They 
contrived fuch as were particularly amufingti 
A fober and tranquil excurfion now and then 
interrupted the labour pf this more fatiguing 

employment. 
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*«ni3oyment. The amiable daughters o/Sla- 
her were the dire^ors of thefe excurfioos, and 
there was a finefle and a grace in their con- 
laivajaces for this purpofe, that one could 
fcarccly have expeAed from women fp remote 
from the cuftoms and coquetry of Europe. 
•For example^ they imagined they could not 
prefent to the regards of their impatient and hu- 
mourous guefts, a fpe£tacle better calculated to 
prolong his vifit than that of his own hories 
browfing-in the fidds near their habitation. 
Tbcy led me, without my having the leaft 
ijifpicion of the matter, to an agreeable afcent, 
ygrhere I found my little ftock in the moft en- 
yiable ftate of felicity and fatnefs. They were 
indebted for thdr profperity to the perfonal at- 
tentions of my fair friends. We cam^ nearer^ - 
and a new fubjed prefentcd itfelf to my fur- 
prife. Many of my female goats had yeaned, 
^ad hrought me fo many kids. No man wha 
Jias m)t been ii^ the fame fituatipin can feel 
what I felt ait this time. . My animals were 
t^e-^nJy pofleffious that had never occafioned 
one regret^ mortification, or uneafinefs.. The 
benefit I had derived from my goats in my firft 
JQurney, aflurcd n^ of the flill renewed' and 
^d more QOAfiderable benefits I fho^ld now 
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receive. It is with pleafure I dwell upon this 
incident. May future travdlers derive inftruc- 
tion from it ; for, however ingenious may be 
their precautions in other refpeds, they muft 
cxpedt to fufFer amidft the defarts of Africa, if 
they do not provide themfclves with oxen as 
friends, and young goats as play-fdlows. 

It was at laft neceffary to tear rhyfelf from 
thia incomparable family, whom I promifed 
more .than once to call upon, in the courfc of 
my rambles round the Cape. I kept my word. 
This tranquil and auguft habitation, indeed, like 
an irrefiftible loadftone, often attraded meat.a 
confiderable diftance, and 1 experienced no 
fubjed of pleafure that I did not haften to de^ 
pofit in the bofom of the celeftial fociety that 
occupied it. 

I have fomewhere faid, that one of the men 
who were . moft attached to me, and from 
whom I had derived the greateft fervices in 
periods of danger, was old Swanapoel. I 
had difpatched one of his comrades to requeft 
him to come to me at the Cape. He haftened 
thither immediately. I confidered it as parti- 
cularly incumbent upon me to recompenfe his 
fidelity J and in telling him that we w^ere tq 
depart together upon a fecond expedition, I 
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gave him a proof of my friendfhip rbat waf 
by no means trivial.- 

An imfortunate event had formerly takeii 
place, that had nearly coll him his life. la 
the heat of a quarrel, and from a fuddea 
impulfe of angier, he had ftruck a Hottentot 
woman, who had died in confequence (oi 
the blow. The circumftance having been rcr 
prefented, in an unfavourable lights to the 
juftice of the canton, who had no great 
kindnefs for him, poor Swanapoel was fen- 
tenced to be baniflied, for the reft of his days^ 
to Roben ifland. He had alreadv xefided 
llfere* feveral years, when the declaration of 
war between England and Holland caufed the 
ifland to be evacuated, and the convids to be 
conveyed on board the company's fhips. It 
was at this period that I entered upon my firft 
travels. I have fufficiently fpoken of him in 
the courfe of my narrative j and fo honeftly 
did he difcharge the offices I appointed him, 
that I confidered his crime, which was known 
to me, as having long been expiated. My 
friend, the fifcal, who had enquired into the 
particulars of the old man's ftory, did not 
^ait for my report of his character to do him 

fomc 
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fome degree of juftice. Softening, on mf 
account, the laws of which he was the bit«* 
prcter, he granted me, before I hsuJ time to 
ftequeft it, Swanapoel's liberty^ as long as I 
ibould have need of his fenrices during my 
abode in Africa. I promi&d on mj return to 
apply to the government in his behalf: but 
jfoon after, by an irapuifeof generoTity that I 
could hardly expeft, Boers fet him completely 
jftt liberty^ He did more: afieded even to 
tears by the account I gave him c£ this man's 
pondudy he was defirous of rccompenfing his 
fidelity to me by ^ prefent^ which he after- 
vrards made him, of a complete fet (^ travelini^ 
accoutrements, and by an order that be ihouid' 
receive arrears of pay for the whole time 
that he had been with me* Such were the 
delicate and provident attentions by which my 
friends, in emulation of each other, fought 
to encourage my zeal, by interefting in my 
favour, in a thoufand ways, the companioas I 
had chofen to partake of my dangers : and 
thus, by afcribing to me all the merit of 
aO:ions of which I was but the objed, did 
they artfully inftill beforehand into my Hot- 
tentots, that ijpirit pf fubordin9.tiPQ and obedi^ 

ence^ 
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€iice| without which no trayeller in Africa can 
extend his obfefvation$ beyond the limits of 
Ae colony. 

To enhance the favour, the fifcal had 1^ 
entirely to me the pleafure of communicating 
this intelligence, fo agreeable to the perfoa 
whom it particularly concerned. How fweet 
U the recovery of freedom and honour! 
Scarcely had I uttered the words, you are fret i 
Icarcely had I begun to relate what my friem} 
had done for him, than, impelled by gratitude^ 
9nd as if reftored to new iife^ the old man 
threw himfelf upon my neck, which he 
bathed with his tears. I Was ftrongly im- 
prefled and agitated. It feemed as if it were 
I that had been torn from banifhment and 
reftcM^ed to fociety. All the evils I had expe- 
rienced on board the Middlebutg were at once 
pidured to my mind. I looked back, through 
a period of two years, to that difaftrous mo- 
ment, when I had myfelf flood in need of the 
pity of mankind ; a moment fo fatal, that it 
was impoflible iot me to fuppofe I fhould one 
day have an opportunity of exercifing towards 
another the fame commlferation, at once ^ 
p^tural and affed^ing, as I then experienced. 

When 
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When the emotion of Swanapocl was feme* 
ivhat appeafed, and he was capable of attends 
ing to me, I told him my proje<3:s, and 
promifed he fhould accompany me. In my 
;grand expedition indeed this was impoffible* 
From its uncertainty and the difficulties that 
might attend it, and coniidering too his 
jadvanced age and the fatigues of our former 
JQurney, I could not think of taking him fo 
fan But the colony afforded a field fu£- 
ficiently ample forme to he defjrous of availing 
jnyfelf once more of hi& fervices. I fhould 
have been hateful to my own eyes if, at a 
time when he had fo much reafon to rejoice;, 
and when there yet remained of life a fhoit 
interval which hje might fpend in tranquillity 
and honour in the bofom of his family, I had 
€xpofed him at a diftance ta the riik of pe- 
riihing. The offer I made him of our trar 
verfing the colony together feemed perfeQly 
to fatisfy him ; or at leafl if he felt mortified 
at the idea that I fhould take him no farther^ 
he was careful to conceal it, and even after- 
wards, in his intercourfe with my people, not 
^ word of difcontent cfcaped his lips. 

I h?iy/5 already explained, in my former 
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flantitiveV the reafons that induced me to ad-* 
here inflexibly to my plan, of keeping at a 
diftance from the habitations of the colony, 
and of having no intercourfe with the planters. 
Befide the interruptions and inconveniences 
that their vifits would unavoidably occafion, I 
had always a confiderable fpot of ground, a 
fort of eftate, to overlook, which I never 
found in better order than when we had none 
of thefe neighbours about us. It may be 
remembered' what caufe I had to repent a 
deviation from this rule at Agter-Bruintjes- 
Hoogte. Though I had intercourfe with 
thefe planters for four hours only, it fpread 
fuch a fpirit of infubordination in my camp, 
that it required all my firmnefs to reefta- 
bliftx order and a good underftanding. To 
this unlucky circumftance, to thefe firft fruits 
of fo dangerous a communication, do I owe 
the misfortune of never vifiting the coun«> 
try of Caffraria, a country fo extremely cu- 
rious, ^s to merit of itfeif a feparate ex- 
pedition, and fo interefting, that I fliall 
all my life regret the not having known 
if. 

• In my prefent plan of traverfing the colony, 
properly fo called, and ftudying the humour 

' : of 



^ tRAV£LS iPt 

di its hdf favage^ half poli(hed idkabham^, i 
could not avoid incurfing fuch. riiks. I took 
care> however^ to aflbciate with fuch Hot-^ 
tetitots only from whom I had nothing to feaf, 
cor whom I could difmifs at my pleafure. This 
little excurfion became everyday more intereffc* 
ing to me* It was in a manner the frame 
of the grand pifture I was defirous of iketch-^ 
ing» To have rambled^ during my abode at 
th^ Cape» from habitation to habitation, in 
the neighbourhood of the town^ was little 
gratification to me. I muft penetrate farther^ 
and make the tour of the colony at large, to 
procure, if ppffible, a topographical plan . of 
it* A radius of forty or fifty leagues would 
be too infignificant a diftance to prevent my 
returning the moment I defired it j and at 
prefent there feemed to be no plan better cal* 
culated to confole me under the mortification 
I felt from the fufpenfion of my journey 
kito the defart. 

Jt was^ in this little enterprlfe I engaged 
SwanapoeL I did fo with the lefs reludance^ 
as I confidered it only as a pleafant journey, 
that would be unaccompanied either witftl 
fatigue or danger. I allowed him a day or 
two to enjoy with his friends the liberty tha? 

had 
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&adf ^ea conferred upon him, ^d appointed 
lus return as the fignal of our departure. He 
was exa£fc to his time^ and the moment he 
appeitred we nnrdunted our horfes. I took witfat 
me fuch conveniences and fuch preparations^ 
only as are itidifpenfable when the intention is 
to pais fome time in the country. The cdo* 
tiy was thoroughly known to Swanapoel, wbor 
had advifed me not to Encumber myfelf witb 
ttielefe luggage, afluring me that I fliouid in; 
all cafes find fufficient of>portunities for the 
ftipply of my wants, and be every where 
received wi& the ^kindeft and moft liberal 
hofpitafity. The ffra£):ice of this adnurable 
virtue, which is almofl baniihed from the 
face of the earth, was of ufe to me on tfai» 
occafion ^ but it would have been fatal to my 
people, . whom it would have difgufted witb 
the fatigues they had to Ihare with their chid&|. 
and infallibly prevented them frpm follow^ 
ing me. 

I took the route of Hottentot-Holland, in* 
tending to proceed from thence to every poiM 
of the colony, as far as the Twenty -four Rivers,, 
ahd afterwards to return by way of Swart-, 
fand^ where I fliould have an opportunity-^ 

once 
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once more repofing myfelf under the roof ot 
my worthy friend Slaber. 

I fhall enter inta no particulars i^efpeding- 
the produdions of the different cantons, their 
ftate of cultivation, and other objeds of whicb 
I have already treated* I fliall confine myfeify 
in. the few obfervation$ I baVe to make, chiefly 
to the charader of the inhabitants, and their 
mode of living ; digreffing only for a m^nnent 
to notice an excellent fpring. of hot water 
which the company has converted into '» 
bathing plac^ for the fick, and which is^ 
therefore called the hot-baths. It was there 
that Boers, in a flate of fiefpair, and aban- 
doned by his phyficians, recovered his 
health* How gladly would I have ereded 
a temple upon this fpot, which had been 
the means of faving a valuable friend whom 
death had fo long perfe^uted ! I would have 
furrounded it with a fence, and have had 
it deified. In imitation of the charming 
and magick ages of mythology, thofe days of 
profound and ingenious fidion, when rivulets^ 
brooks, and fountains, had each their fecfet 
fymbols, and called to mind feme beneficent 
deity, I would have offered to the naiad of 

thefe 
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thefe waters a homage that poftcrity wotild 
{)erhaps have confecrated. ' 

In vifiting Franche-lJoeck, I did not, as 
before^ regard without- intereft that race of ' 
French refugees, formerly perfecuted by their 
unjuft country, ftripped, profcribed, diflionour- 
ed ,as fo many wretches unworthy to exift. 
Vidims of fanaticifm and intolerance, and - 
deftitute of every other refuge, they repaired 
to this miferable folitude, which the pity of 
fome neighbouring governments afligned 
them 5 a pity which would have feared to 
have allowed them a residence too near the 
feat of their original difafter. Baniflied from 
'France, they have even forgotten the language ; 
but they have not forgotten their calamity^ 
Their cuftoms they have borrowed from the 
Dutch, their original character being totally 
loft ; but they are diftinguiflied, for the moft 
part, by the darknefs of their hair, which forms 
a ftriking contrail with the almoft white hair of 
the other inhabitants. It is thus that invifibly 
are deftroyed the modifications- that the life of 
man receives from his government, his cduca^ 
tion, and his laws. Every thing is gradually 
annihilated^ recompofcd, revived j a few tra- 
Vol. I. ' D ditions 
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ditions onlyTcmain, as a folitary teftjmony 
through fucccffive ages. 

The lot of thefc unhappy fugitives, mar- 
tyrg of- their religion, whatever it be, who 
have forfaken every thing, even the tombs of 
their anceftors, tg tranfplant themfelves to the 
•extremities of Africa, excited in my breaft 
the moft tender commiferatior\, of which they 
little fufpeded ihe caufe. Since my return t6 
France, though immenfe oceans feparate us 
from each other, this intereft has daily in- 
'creafed. Liberty would willingly efface the 
very remembrance of fo daftardly a profcrip- 
tion. The younger children of thefe wretched 
parents- will perhaps one day find, in their 
old country, the enjoyment of all the bleffings 
which the rage of priefts and the fatal com- 
plailance of a defpot have robbed them of. 

I can no where fo properly relate as here 
the manner in which grants of land were 
-formerly made in this fo long uncultivated 
country, and the ufages that ftill take place 
4ipon the fubjeft. I could wifh the reader to 
he particularly attentive to this account, ia 
Vhich he will difcover fomething of the ori- 
gin of human poflefliotis and eftaQbltihmeuts. 
- ... I owe 
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1 owe it to chance, which dijrcdled my ftep$ 
to the Rooye-Zand, or Red-fand colony. . 

Tatigued with the extreme heat of the 
weather, and defirous of reftin^ myfelf, I 
one day at noon entered an habitation that 
offered itfelf, where it was my intention to 
.remain till the cool of the evening. There was 
nobody in the houfe but a young woman, of 
a charming figure, and who appeared to be 
about fixteen years of age. I paid my refpeds 
to her, and, agreeably to the cuftoms of the 
country, fainted her,^ My eyes involuntarily 
Wandered round the room. Conceiving that 
my aftoniftiment arofe from the circumftance 
of her being alone, fhe anticipated what fhe 
imagihed I was about to fay, by telling me 
that her father and mother were abfent upon 
bufinefs. Surprifed they fhould be from 
home in the burning heat of the day, I alked 
by what accident they had been compelled to 
leave her. " Why/\faid fhe, "we were 
*' told this morning that fomebody had plant- 
*• ed a baaken (aftake) upon our eftatej and 
" my parents, alarmed at the intelligence, 
** immediately fet off to enquire upon th^ 
•« fpot into the truth of the report." At a 
lofs to conceive how a (lake driven into th* 

D 2 ground 
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grgund could be of fo much importance as to 
oblige thefe planters, contrary to .their ufual 
cuftom, to expofe themfelvqs to the intenfe 
heat of the fun, and even to abandon their 
daughter, I replied very fimply, that if one 
mail, palTing by, had planted this ftake, the 
next comer would perhaps take it away agaiii, 
and that there was nothing in the circumftance 
fo extremely urgent. I even offered, if her pa- 
rents did not fucceed in difcovering it, to pull 
it up myfelf if I pafled that ^ay. The bufmefs, 
fhe faid, depended neither upon them, upon 
me, nor any other perfon. But her father^ 
fhe added, would fliortly be at home, who 
would give me a more particular hiftory of 
the baaken. Meanwhile fhe invited me to take 

fome refrefliment, and to bear her company. 

^« » 

Her parents, .as fhe had fuppofed, foon ar- 
rived. The father careffed her for detaining 
me, and I was loaded with civilities on the 
part of the mother. We fat down to 
table. An unreftrained cheerfulnefs prefided 
, at the meal. The melancholy affair that had 
occafioned' fuch alarm was arranged, and all 
parties fatisfied. 

,1 longed for the promifed hiflory of the 
flake. Thefe good people are flow in their 

motions. 
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fnotions, and it was not till after many pre- 
ambles, in which however I gave myfelf up 
to the moft charming diftradions, that m^ 
hoft began as follows. 

You muft know," faid he, " that, in this 
country, to fee and to pofTefs are nearly 
the fame thing. When an inhabitant of 
** the Cape wants to obtain a fpot of grqiind 
in the colony, whether for agriculture or 
for grazing, he travcrfes different cantons, to 
look out for a fituation that may fuit him. 
** When he has found it, he fets up what is 
** called a baaken, as much as to fignify to 
any one who may be looking out with a 
fimilar purpofe, that the fpot is aheady 
occupied. Then he returns to the Cape, 
" and applies to the government for a regular 
" permiffion and title. This fort of folicita- 
** tion is feldom refufed ; but, as the grants of 
uncultivated ground made by the company 
are ufually a league fquare, it happens, 
** fometimes from miftake and foinetimes from 
" malice, that the baaken has been fet up upon 
the ground of a former proprietor ; or that 
in the circumference granted him, of which 
the baaken is the centre, forae part of ano- 
^' ther man's land is included. • In this cafe, 
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** to terminate the difpute, arbitrators are fent 
?* for^ and a decifion obtained. If the quef- 
*• tion be not much involved, a compromife 
•' is eafily made; but in many cafes it happens 
** otherwife. Then commences a regular: 
** fuit at law, and an eternal fubjeft of va- 
•* riaace and hatred between the two parties. 

•* Another misfortune in fuch cafes is, that 

■ » 

•* the original proprietor is rarely at liberty to 
** quit his farm, and to undertake the ma- 
nagement of his own caufe, which aiTured- 
ly he is the perfon to underftand belt* 
** The trial, however, goes on, and the ad- 
*^ vocate, .who lias frequently never feeu the 
^ fpot, acquits himfelf as well as he can. 
" The judge, who is equally in the dark, 
** gives fentence accordingly ; and thus your 
** Europeans, who think that no people have 
" underftanding and reafon but themfelves, 
" forget that they have not lefs a monopoly 
*' of corruption and vice. The fimpleft diC- 
** putes often terminate in the ruin of fami- 
" lies, while nobody gains by them, except 
** it be the judge, whofe trade thrives upon / 
** this fpecies of nourifhment. The planters, 
" on the other hand, whofe condition re- 
•* moyes them from the buftle, fubtlety^ and 

o " intrigue 
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*• intrigue of large towns, fettle thefc things- 
" in the cleared and moft fagacious manner^ 
" with no other inftrudor but good ienfe, 
** and no other guide but reafon." Philofo- 
pher as my hoft afFeded to be, and though 
his countenance, which became animated at 
every flroke of fatire that efcaped him againft 
the inftitutions of fociety, was expreffive of 
confiderable energy, candour, and good fenfe, 
I have taken the liberty of abridging his nar- 
rative, leaving' it to the reader's imagination > 
to fqpply what I have omitted. 

I proceeded on my journey in the evening, 
after receiving a kifs of peace and good will 
from the whole family. 

From RooyerZa0d I pafled into the canton 
of the Twenty- four- Rivers, the moft pleafaut 
fpot, beyond difpute, in the I>utch fettk- 
ment. It derives its name from the numerous 
ilreams by which it is watered ; and hence we 
may judge how produdive and piclurefque it 
muft be. The principal ^canals, alfo, by the 
drains which are judicioufly cut, convey 
abundance and fertility to all the cultivated 
grqunds in the neighbouring farms ; and the 
inhabitants exercife conliderable ikill in in- 
creafing or diminifhing the body of thefe wa-^ 

D 4 ters. 
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t€rs, fo favourable to their crops* , la no part 
of the colony do the meadows enjoy the fame 
degree of fmiling verdure ; the freflbncfs of 
Tvhich is fuch, that the fight alone is fufiEcient, 
in this burning climate, to fafcinate the eye 
of the traveller, charm his imagination, and 
adually fufpend his fatigues. The canton of 
the Twenty-four- Rivers is the Eden of Africa, 
where we walk through groves of pampelmQes% 
qitrons, and oranges; where the fmell iu de-i 
licioufly regaled by the perfume of the flowers,' 
and where a flight fliade invites to repofe, to^ 
thoughtful nefs, and meditation. Every thing 
round thefe gardens equally tends to fupport 
the dclufion of enchantment. The eye exr 
tends to a diftance, and beholds a magnificent 
horizon. Some rifing hills embellifli and di- 
verfify the plains, which are bounded by 
mountains, the fummits of which are hid 
among the clouds. We find at our feet 
whatever is neceflary to our wants, or that 
conftitutes the enjoyment and luxury of life. 
The attradion of this fpot is fo great, that 
we cannot help wifliing we could build an ha- 

* A fpecics of citrpn that bears in the Weft-India 
Ifl^nds the name of fhaddock: the fruit is^ larger than the 
prange, of a redder pulp, and a bittcrifli flavour. T. 

bitation 
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Imitation and refide there for ever. The houfcs 
are clofer together, and are gradually increaC- 
ing; fo that I ftiould not wonder if they were 
fliortly to exhibit the ^fpeQacle of a fecond 
town in the colony, and the valley of the 
Twenty - four - Rivers become at laflt the 
richeft and moft populous country in the en- 

ff 

virons of the Cape. 

1 have faid, that it was ^ my intention to 
return by way of Swart- Land to the Cape, and 
fpend a few days whh iny good friends, of 
rather, as I may call them, my good rela- 
tions, the Slabers, Among the diverfions in 
which we wefe accuftomed to engage together, 

there was one that,' at the tithe it wats propot- 

* • ' • ■ . 

ed, and even after I had made the experiment, 

Angularly aftonifhed me. They had promifed 

to prociirfe tiie'fbme birds, wliich \yerenoi: in 

my collection,, and which were unknown to 

me. Whenever a novelty of this kind was 

the queftion, I was always priepared the inftant 

it was ftarted. Accordingly I took up my 

fowling-piece, and. was ready to be gone^ 

*' Stop," faid they ; ** leave if you pleafe 

" your fire-arms, which will only incom- 

" mode us. The chace to which we hivite 

** you is of a new kind ; having never fcen 

^' it, you will make but a furry figure,k Follow 
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** us then, and be fatisfied for onpei^ith being 
" an humble fpedator." . 

My guide yoked his oxen, and we fet off; 
he with a long and enormous whip, which 
the planters make ufe of, and which I have 
already defcribed; I with nothing but a ftick, 
which ferved tne as a cane. Arrived at the 
fcene of a£tion, he took his plough, and 
began to trace out a furrow. The new earth 
no fooner appeared, than I faw a vaft quantity 
of very fmall birds flock together from every 
iide, and almoft alight upon the plough*{hare, 
which they eagerly followed. Of what eould 
thef& birds be in purfuit, th^t neither the 
inftrument which was in motion, nor the 
man who dired:ed it, could terrify them? 
Ala« ! they darted to the ground to devour 
creatures animate like themfelves, the ma^ots, 
worms, and infedls which the plough expofed 
to their view. So unexpedted a fight was al- 
moft perfect ecftacy. It had one alloy, however. 
Empty-handed and without weapons, I was 
obliged pafli vely to contemplate thefe devourers 
of infeds, without being able to fecure one of 
them. Thefe birds were killing animals 
weaker than themfelves; I was defirous of 
killing the birds ; while perhaps behind me 
w-as fome more ferocious bead longing to treat 

me 
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me with the iame kiadnefs. Without th« 
flighteft preamble, Slaber coolly afked me 
which of the birds I ihould like to have. 1 
ventured to point one out, though I had no 
doubt be was laughing at me. Immediately, 
flourifhing hi& enormous whip, he brought to 
the ground with a fmgle ftroke the very fame 
bird. In twenty inftances that I put his ikill 
to the proof, he never once miffed his ainu 
Thi? dexterity of the whip, indeed, is an 
acquirement general among the planters; but 
Slaber was an adept \n the exercife, whom I 
Qever faw furpaffed. It forms an article in th^ 
education of their youth, and is in my opinion 
^ more worth than the imbecil fports of our 
fchpols and coUeges. I fliall return again td 
(his fubjed hereafter, thinking it entitled to a 
minuter inveftigation. 

There are fome cantons, meanwhile, iti 
which this art is much lefs pra£ti£ed than ia 
others. All the plai^ters have neither the fame 
occupations not the fame ufages. They lead, 
i|ndeed, for the moft part, a life fimple and uni- 
form ; there ^re points of cpntad and habiti 
of refemblance that apply to them all ; on the 
other hand, they differ according to their ori« 
gin J aAd though the monotony of their life ex« 

tend$ 
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tends over the whole furface of the colony, and 
they, in confequence, exhibit at firft fight to 
the .traveller no difcriminate features, there are 
neverthelefs ihades that deferve to be pointed 
put, and which may ferve the - better to make 
known the charader of this as yet new nation* 

The planters of the Cape itaay be divided 
into three clalTes.; thofe who relide in the vi- 
cinity of the Cape, within a diftance of five or 
fix leagues ; thpfe who live farther off in the 
interior parts of the colony ; and, laftly, thofe 
who, more diftant ftilly are found at the ex- 
tremity of the frontiers among the Hottentots. 

The firft, who are opulent proprietors, and 
have handfome country-houfes, may be jikened 
to what was formerly called in France petits 
feigneurs terriers^ > and differ extremely from 
the other planters in eafe and luxury, and par- 
litularly in their manners, which are haughty 

and difdainful. Such is the refult of wealth. 

• « 

The fecond, fimple, kind, hofpitable, are cul- 
tivators, who live upon the fruits of their la- 
bour. Here we have an example of the good 
effects of mediocrity. The laft, poor enough, 
yet tQo indolent to derive fubfiftance from the 
foil, have no other refource than the produce 
of fome cattle, which they feed as th^y can.. 
' Like 
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Like the Bedul.n x^rabs, they think much of 
the trouble of driving them from canton to 
canton, and from one pafturage to another* 
.This wandering Ufe prevents them from build- 
ing any fettled habitations. When their flocks 
oblige them to fojqurn for a while in the fame 
place, they conftrudk, in hafte, a rude kind of 
huti which they cover with matts, after the 
manner of the Hottentots, whofe cuftoms they 
have adopted, and from whom they in no re- 
fped: differ, but in their complexion and fea-» 
tures. . And here the evil is, that there is no 
precife fituation in focial life to which thefe 
miferable beings belong, 

Thefe fluggifh tribes are held in horror by 
their induftrious neighbours, who dread their 
approach, and remove as far from them as. 
they can ; becaufe, having no property of their. 
6wn, they fteal without fcruple that of others, 
and, when in want of pafturage for their cattle, 
condu(fJ: them fecretly to the firft cultivated 
piece of ground that comes in their way. They 
flatter themfelves they fhall not be difcovered, 
and they remain till every thing is devoured. 
If dete<3:ed in their thefts, fquabbles and con- 
tentions enfue, and aftervyards a fuit at law, in. 
which^ recourfe is had to the magiftrate (drof^, 

fart). 
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fatt)^ and which commonly terminates iil mak- 
ing three men enemies, thfe robber, the perfon 
robbed, and the judge. 

Nothing can be lo mean and cringing as the 
condu6i of the firft defcription of planters, when 
they have any thing to tranfaft with the prin- 
cipal officers of the company, who may have 
fome influence over their lot ; and nothing fo 
abfurdly vain and fo fiiperlatively infolent as 
their behaviour to perfons from ^hom they 
have nothing to hope and nothing to feah 
Pi'oud of their wealth, fpoiled by refiding neaf 
a town, from whence they have imbibed only* 
a luxury that has corrupted, and vices that have 
degraded them, it is particularly towards ftran* 
gers that they exercife their fiirly and piti- 
ful arrogance* Though neighbours to the 
planters who inhabit the interior of the Coun- 
try, you muft not fuppofe they regard theiii as 
brethren ; on the contrary, in the true fpirit ot 
contempt, they have given them the name of 
Rauw-boer, a word anfwering to the lowcft 
defcription of clown. Accordingly, when 
thefe honeft cultivators come to the town uport 
any kind of bufmefs, they never ftop by the 
v^ay at the houfes of the gentry I am fpeaking 
pf J they know too well the infulting manner 

in 
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in which they would be received. One might 
fuppofe them to be two inimical nations, alway9 
at war, and of whom fome individiials only 
met at diflant intervals, upon buiinefs that re- 
lated to their mutual interefts. 

What difgufts me the more in the infoience 
of thefe Africans is, that the majority of them . 
are defcended from that corrupt race of men, 
taken from prifons and hofpitals, whom the 
Dutch company, defirous of forming a fettle- 
ment at the Cape, fcnt thither to begin, at their 
ri£k and peril, the population of the country* 
This flbameful emigration, of which the period 
is not fo remote but that many circumflances 
of it are remembered, ought, I conceive^ to 
render particularly modeft thofe who are in 
the moft diilant manner related to it. On the; 
contrary, it is this very idea that moft contri- 
butes to their arrogance ; as if they flattered 
themfelves that, under the guife of fupercilious 
manners, they could hide the abjedtnefs of their 
origin. If a ft ranger arrives at the Cape with 
the dcfign of remaining and fettling there^ they 
conceive him to be driven from his country 
by the fame wretched circumftances which for- 
merly banifhed their fathers, and they treat 
him with the moft fovereign contempt. 

This 
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This melancholy failing is the more to brf 
lamented, as the contagion has fpread through 
almoft every refidence about the Cape, which 
is in reality a very charming caaton. Embel- 
lifhed by cultivation, by its numerous vine- 
yards and pleafant country-houfes, it every 
where exhibits fo varied and delicious a pro- 
fycdl, that, were it occupied by other inhabit- 
ants, it would excite no fenfations but thofe 
ofpleafure. 

I myfelf even, whom no interefted motives 
had brought to the Cape:, who had nothing to 
a{k of them, and who had come into Africa 
for the fole purpofe of ftudying nature, was 
once fubje£ted to the impertinence of their re- 
ceptions, and learned from experience of what 
it confifted* The adventure is pleafant : I have 
often laughed at it with Boers, and fhall di- 
grefs for a moment to relate it. 

One day my friend took me to fee the fa^ 
mous vineyard of Conftantia, and introduced 
me to the proprietor. We were received by 
him, not only with the fame. attention and re- 
fpedful mjinner that all the inhabitants of the 
colony fliowed towards its^ principal magiftrates, 
but he was eager to lead us over the immenfe 
cellars, fo wide that the heaviefl:waggoi\ might 

turn 
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turn round in them, and to (how us the enot- 
mous cafks, with hoops of brafs extremely 
bright, and the age of the wine marked upon, 
each caffc, with legal atteftations, 

' The name of this man was Cioete. WhetJi 
bufinefs of any kind called him to the towa^ 
which was frequent, he feldom failed to pay^ 
his court to the fifcal, and in the ccJurfe of thefe 
vifits he pretended to be extremely clefirous oF 
feeing me again at his houfe, at Conftantia» 
Finding little attradion in the beauty of a cel- 
lar, or a cafk, I had always excufed myfelf; 
But one day he was fo urgent in his entreaties, 
and propofed, in fo obliging a manner, a hunt, 
in which his Tons were to accompany me, and 
which promifed confiderable amufement, with- 
out requiring either preparations or expence, 
that I fufFered myfelf to be prevailed upon, and 
fixed a day with him. 

I kept my word, and repaired to ConftantiA 
at the appointed time, in company with 
Lafcher, one of Boers's friends. Upon enter* 
ing the habitation of our hoft, how great wa$ 
our furprife at the parade of oftentatious gran* 
deur, and the air of ftately fuperiority, with 
which we were received, and which formed a 
Vol. I. E - (ingular 
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fingukr contraft with the hurable and CnhmiC^ 
Jive demeanour I had obferved in him at the 
fifcal's. Once returned to his domains, and 
finding himfelf more at his eafe^ this petty po- 
tentate forgotj in a mornent, both the town and 
his fuperiors. 

We confidered this receptioil as an infulf. 
In the firft emotions of difpleafure, I hefitateil 
whether to ftay or go ; and confulting the looks 
of mj companion, whofe eyes in like manner 
feemed to be interrogating mine, I waited only 
for his fignal ^6 determine me : but, when re^ 
fledion had calme^ a little our refentment, we 
thought it much better to ftay, and amiife oiir- 
felves even with the haughtinefs of this lordly 
vine- drefler. 

The fupper was fplendid. There was aa 
abundance and variety of diflieSj elegance in 
the decorations, and every thing fuitable. The 
objeft of this pageantry and magnificence was 
to dazzle and lefTen us* So little did the pleafure 
©f his infignificant guefts enter into the account, 
that we were ferved with the common wine of 
the country, while he had the impudence to 
drink himfelf, before our eyes, fome choice 

Bordeaux, which his flaves poured out for him. 

yavinif 
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Having left the table, and retired to our apart- 
ment, we found this adventure ftill more amuf- 
ing than it was grofs. We refolved, however^ 
to be even with our hoft, and to read him, in 
return, a ufeful leflbn. He had promifed to 
vifit us at the Cape, and we formed the plan, 
in recompenfe for his wine of Bordeaux, to 
prefent him with fome wine of the worft 
Ipecies that could be procured j which, if it 
did not infpire gaiety, was at leaft calculated to 
infpire wifdom iato the inflated brain of this 
African Jupiten 

But how great was our aftonifhment when 
we awoke in the morning, and were faluted 
with a moft admirable concert playing under 
our windows ! Delighted with the enchant- 
ing founds, we endeavoured to guefs their 
caufe. We afked each other, how it could 
happen that this fatrap, the night before, fhould 
have Ihown himfelf fo haughty, and now dif- 
play the moft refined attention? We concluded, 
that either his rudenefs was the affair of a day, 
or that, being fobered by a night's reft, he haft- 
cned to obliterate from our minds the negli* 
gence with which wc had been treated* Our 
conjectures and our praifes were of ihort du- 

E 2' ration. 
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mtion. The concert wasr intended for the 
amufemenl: of our hoft^ and nof for ours ; aad 
this was not the firft time that it had falated 
the walls pf hiji palace. This gi^eat maff \v4ih 
accuftomcd to be thus awaked' every mofn^ 
iirg; and he retained, for the exprefs pur- 
pt)fe, fifteen fFaves particularly ikilful in mu^ 
fical execution. 

Before we fet out on ow return, we found 
©ur prince laying afide a part of his dignity* 
Perhaps he iaw the cSt&. that his grand air$ had 
produced on me and my companion* He was 
afraid that a^t the Capewefhould be diipofed 
io amttfe the town's people at his expence ; and^ 
for a parting glafe, he pr^fented lis with the 
choiceft produce of his cellar ; the witie fo much 
celebrated in Europe, and which often lends its 
name to the moft impudent counterfeits, which 
are offered to us with the higheft oftentation. 

Whoi I have faid €^f the difgufthag and aW 
llird pride of the pfenters near the Cape, muft 
ROt be applied to them all indifcriminately. 
Thete are fome^ who, by no means, deferre 
the reproach; and in this number! particu-* 
Jariy include Becker, whofe houfe is the abod^ 
e£ eafe and cordiality* No honeft iirangei: 
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ever eriteps it without experiencing thofe pleat- 
ing attentions, the refult at once of politeneis 
an4 generofity. Becker, however, was not 
bom at the Cape, but is, I believe, a German. 

As we advance into the country, the planters 
jtre a fort of farmers ; and conftitute, by their 
manners, cuftoms and occupations, a clal's by 
themfelve.s perfedly diftin^^: from that I 
havie been defcribing. Situated farther from 
the C^pe; and, of confequence, not havingf 
the fame opportunities for difpofitig of their 
commodities, they are lefs rich than the firft* 
AVe fee among them none of thofe agreeable 
country-houfes, which, placed at different dif- 
tances from thg town, embelliih the country as 
we pafs, and afford fuch charming profpeds. 
1 heir habitation, which is about the fize of a 
large coach-houfe,, is covered with thatch, ami 
divided into three rooms by means of two pari- 
titions, which reach only to a certain height. 
The middle apartment, in which i^ the en^ 
trance to the houfe, ferves at once both as a 
parlpur and eatings room, It is there that the 
family r^fide during the day, and that they re-- 
ceive their tea and other vifitors. Of the two 
qth?r roqms^ one forms a chan\ber for the mal? 

Sf 3 children, 
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children, and the other for the femaler, 
with the father and mother. At the back 
of the middle apartment is a farther room, ferv- 
ing for a kitchen. The reft of th6 building 
confifts of barns and ftables. 

Such is the diftribution which is generally 
followed in the interior plantations of the co- 
lony : but nearer to the frontiers, where there 
does not prevail the fame eafe of circumftances, 
the habitations are much lefs commodious. 
They are merely a barn, confifting of a finglc 
room, without any divifion, in which the whole 
family live together, without feparating, either 
day or night. They fleep upon fheep-fkins^ 
which ferve them ^Ifo for covering. 

The drefs of thefe planters is fimple and 
Tuftic. That of the men confifts of a check 
ihirt, a waiftcoat with fleeyes, a large pair of 
trowfers, ^nd a hat half unlooped. The wo* 
men have a petticoat, a jacket fitted to their 
ihape, and a little round bonnet of muflin. 
Unlefs upon extraordinary occafions, neither 
fex wears ftockings. During a part of th^ 
year, the women even walk with their feeit 
i5|uite naked. The occupations of the men re- 
quire that thei|« ftiould have fomc covering"; 

and 
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a«d this covering they make from a piece of 

I 

the hide of an ox, applied and (haped to the 
foot foon after the animal is killed, and while 
the hide is yet frefh. Thefe fandals are thg 
.only article of their dref$ which they make 
themfelves; thp reft is the bufinefs dfthe wo- 
men, who cut out and prepare their whole 
wardrobe. Though the eqijipment I have 
mentioned conftltute. the every- day drefs of 
the planter, he has, however, a coat of hand- 
fome blue cloth, which he wears upon days of 
gala and ceremony. H e has then alfo ftock- 
ings and ftioes, and is drefled exaftly like an 
European. But this finery never makes its 
appearance but when he goes tq the Cape ; 
and then, indeed, is not put on till he arrives 
it the entrance of the town, 

It is commonly in thefe journeys that they 
purchafe fuch things as^ they qiay want to refit 
their wardrobe. There is, at the Cape, as well 

» 

as in Paris and London, a fpecies of old-clothes- 
men, who deal in commodities of this fort; 
and who, frpm their enormpus profits, and the 
extortion they pra<9:ife, have obtained the name 
of Ca^-Smoufcj pr Cape Jews. Thefe traf-- 
|igkf rs contrive, at all times, to fell their goods 

^ i at 
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at a dear rate ; but they vary the price in pro- 
portion as their (lock ^ is . great or fmall ; of 
^ourfe they bear no fixed price, and the planter 
who comes from the defert, and who can unr 
deriland but little of this flu£tuaVon, is fure to 

be duped. 

On the other hand, the regular (hppkeeperjj 
who knows the probity of thefe farmers, and 
how punctual they are in the payment of their 
debtS) exerts every effort to prevail on them tQ 
open an accpunt with him. He tempts them 
by the pretended cheap price and e::^cellent 
quality of his fluffs, and offers to remit th^ 
payment till their next journey in the follow- 
ing year. It i$ feldom that thefe people, fim- 
ple and unexperienced as they are, perceive the. 
craft that is prefeqted to them under this guife 
of kinduefs and civility. If they fuffer them- 
felves to be prevailed upon, they are fhackle^d 
for life. Upon their return, ^here are new* 
purchafes to be made upon the fame con- 
ditions ; and thus, year after year, always in 
debt, always buying without prompt payment, 
they become the prey of an extortioner, who. 
Vaifes to himfelf a fortune out df their weak<- 
nels* 

1% 
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U U trae^ thefe buyers, after being thus dup454 
5it the Cape, oommonly return home only to 
make dupes of others. The cunning that has 
Ixeen employed to deceive them, they employ in 
their turn to J:empt the Hottentots who are in 
their fervice. The remnants of ftuff, 'or tho 
frippery garments which they bring back, aro 
fold to thefe unfortunate (ervants with fo great 
a profit, that commonly the wages of a year 
are inadequate to the payment, and they find 
themfelves, Uke their matters, in debt for the 
year that is to come. In the end, therefore, it is 
the poor Hottentot that pays for the extortion 
at the (^ape. The circumftances I have here 
mentioned, are an epitome of the pradices of 
th6 world in all conditions of life. Thd fubtle 
knave always knows how to impofe a tax 
upon the fool, who, having paid it, attempts 
to impofe it upon fome other fool ; fo that at 
Jaft it is the greateft dolt that bears the burthen. 
And thus do men chain themfelves together 
by means ^hat ought in reality to difunitc 
them. 

One might fuppofe that the planters, of the 
^Uf? of which I am fpeaking, from their prac- 
tice pf agriculture, would beftow fome attcn-. 

tion 
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tion upon . the cultivation of vegetables and 
fruit. This would be fo much the eafier to 
them, as, having acquired gratuitoufly a con- 
fiderable portion of ground, they can be in no 
want of a fpot for a garden. Meanwhile I have 
feen no roots or other vegetables regularly cuK 
tivated in any of the interior parts of Africa, 
except in the country of the Auteniquas. Every 
where elfe gardening is unknown ; and if you 
find a fruit-tree near any of their habitations, 
it is planted there only as fome great and un* 
common curiofity. 

Cuftom has rendered the planters infenfible 
to the want of fruit and pulfe. The facility 
with which they rear their cattle makes up for 
this privation, as their flocks afford them plenty 
of provifion. The chief food is mutton ; and 
their tables are loaded with fuch prpfufion as to 
difguft one at the fight. 

From this mode of living, cattle are in the co- 
lonies, as in other places,* not only a ufeful ob- 
jeft, but an article of the firft neceflity. The 
planter undertakes himfelf the care of watching 
over his flocks. Every evening, when they 
return from field, he flands at his door, with 
a dick in his hand, and counts thcni oven. 

coe 
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one hj one, in order to be fure that none of 
them are mifiing. 

People who have no other employment than 
a little agriculture, and the fuperintendence of 
a flock, muft have long intervals of idlenefs; 
It is thus with the planters, particularly thofc 
who live in the interior parts of the country^ 
and who being unable, on account of their dit 
tance from the Cape, to difpofe of their corn, 
never raife more than is fufiicient for their 
own confumption. From the profound in- 
a^aion in which they live, one would luppofe 
their fupreme felicity to confift in doing no- 
thing. They fometimes, however, vifit each 
other; and upon thefe occafions the day is fpent 
in fmoking, and drinking tea, and in teHing, or 
liftening to, tales of romance, that are equal 
neither in merit nor morality to the ftory of 
Blue*beard. 

As every man always carries with him 
yvherever he goes, both a pipe, and a tobacco- 
pouch made of the Ikin of the fea-calf, he is 
fure in thefe vilits to have one fource of amufe- 
ment. When any one of the company is 
dcfirous of lighting his pipe, he takes out his 
pouch, and, having filled, pafles it to the reft. 

a This 



6© TRAVELS IN 

This is a civility that is never omitted. How^ 
ever numerous may be the party, ev^ry ho^y 
fmokes ; the confe^ueQce of which is a ctoud, 
thatjt rifing at firft to the upper part of the 
room, increafeS) by degrees, till it fiih the whok 
houie, and becomes at laft fo thick, that it is 
impoflible for the fmokers to fee one another* 
Sparmann has given of thefe fmoking parties 
an account equally humourous and true. For 
myfelf, whom the fmell of tobacco particularly 
Incommodes, I confefs that when thefe infec-^ 
tious fogs began to defcend to a level with my 
head, I left the room and ran into the fields 
to breathe a purer air, and to cleanfe my 
lungs. 

There is another cuftom which, from an in* 
vincible repugnance, I could never prevail on 
xnyfelf to adopt : I mean the evening bath; a 
cuftpm fo efteemed by the Greeks, and which 
recalls to the memory periods fo delightful, an4 
manners fo happy. But how ej^treme is the 
difference between the Ulyff^s and Nauficas of 
the G reeks, at^d thofeof the Cape! I have already 
obferved, that neither the men nor the women 
wear (lockings, and that the latter alfo, for a, 
^onfiderable part of the year, go without ihoes. 
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As a pftifitice of this kind mitft continually 
foil the feet, they remedy the inconvenknce by 
a daily habit of cleanlinefs* Every evehing, 
before they go to bed, the Hottentot or negro 
woman who performs the drudgery of tht 
houfe, brings a tub of water into the middle 
of the room, and waflies the feel, firft of thft 
father and mother, then of the children and the 
tcA of the family, and, laftly, of the: ftrangers* 
As the tub ferves in turn for the whole com- 
pany, without the Water being once changed^ 
it may eafily be imagined that I, who was^to 
come laft, difcovered no great eagernefs to leap 
in. To excufe myfelf, I pretended that it was 
cuftomary with me never to take off my bootsf, 
till I was upon the point of getting into bed j 
and the excufe was admitted, 

Thefe civilities however, diftated by the 
pureft intentions, and which originate in the 
ufages of the remoteft antiquity, have in thera 
a romantic and facred character that at firft 
fight ftrikes the imagination. How ungrateful 
fliould I have been if 1 had feen only the dis- 
agreeable fide of the queftion, and had felt my 
heart uninterefted— I, who place in the rank 
©f firft neceflaries that virtue, fo little known 

in 
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^ur days, of hofpitality and all the duties 
which it enjcuns ? I have been too frequently 
the objed of this brotherly love, which offers 
1J8 a family and friends when at a diftance from 
our own. I have always met with this tender* 
nefs and affedion. Every one has been offi- 
cious to ferve me ; father, mother, children, ' 
all have (Irove who (hould beftow on me the 
greateft attention; not by thofe gentilities, 
thofe expreflions, halt- formed, but full of hy- 
pocrify and falfliood, whxh are the portion of 
your well-bred people ; but by that frankneft 
and fmiiing good nature which place a man at 
his eafe, and banifh from his mind every idea 
of embarraffment and conftraint. 

Thofe who underftood that I had made a 
diftant excurfion into the country, . and had 
pafled near their habitation, reproached me 
with unkindnefs for not having turned a little 
out of my way to vifit them. They fpoke of 
the pleafure it would have afforded them ; and 
afked, in a tone of concern that was affeding, 
how I could prefer fleeping in the open air to a 
comfortable lodging in their houfe, where they 
would have confidered it as a duty to render 
my abode as pleafant as was in their power. 

But 
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JBut at tkat time the objefl: for which I travelled 
amoag them depended, I conceived, for its 
fuccefs, upon my keeping at a diflaneci 

What proves ftill farther the extreme good- 
nature and benevolence of thefe people, is, that 
a ftranger, the moment he is received by the 
mailer of the houfe» becomes in a manner a 
member of the family. Accuftomed to a family 
life, they delight in ties of affinity, and con- 
fider in the light of a relative every perfon they 
love. The children who clijnbed my knees^ 
either for the purpofe of careffing me, or to ad- 
mire and count my buttons, called me their 
grand-father. 1 was the coufin of the parents^ 
and the uncle of the daughters ; and among my 
nieces, I frankly confefs, there was more thaa 
one whofe artlefs importunities and eloquent 
eyes have frequently made me forgetful of 
ihe hour I had fixed for leaving them. 
. Upon entering a houfe, the form of faluta- 
tion is, to ftiake hands firft with the mafter, 
and then with every male perfon in the com- 
pany, arrived at years of. maturity. If there 
happens to be any one whom we do not like, 
the hand is refufed to him f and this refufal^ 
of fo common a tciUmony gf friendfhip, is 

Rooked 
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looked upon as a formal declaration that tKe 
vifitor confiders him as his enemy. It is not 
the fame with the females in the company* 
They are all embraced one after another, and 
to make an exception would be a Cgnal affront* 
Old or young, all muft be kifled. It is a bc-^ 
ttefice with the duties attached to it. 

At whatever time of the day you enter the 
houfe of a planter, you are fure to find thic 
kettle and tea-things upon the table. This 
pradice is univerfaK The inhabitants never 
drink pure water. If a ftranger prefents him- 
felf, it is tea they offer him for refrefhment. 
This is their common liquor in the interval of 
meals, and in one feafon of the year, when it 
often happens that they have neither beer nor 
wine, is their only beverage. 

If a ftranger arrives at dinner time, before 
the cloth is taken away, he fhakes hands, em- 
braces, and immediately feats himfelf at the 
table. If he wifhes to pafs the night, he flays 
without ceremony, fmokes, drinks tea, afks the 
news, gives them all he knows in his turn j and 
the next day, the kiffing and fhakiog hands 
feing repeated, he goes on his way, to per^ 
form cUewhere • the fame ceremony. To 

offer 



ol^r m/fyaef qu thefe oa:dik)ns woul4 be rer 
garded as .an iofulL 

It will naturally be ruppofe4 that educa^* 
tion, in fucb a country^ muft be totally di£^ 
fereot^firom that of Europe. The childreqi 
have not thtf e^ as!with us, ioflgaificant dnims^ 
trumpet3» aiid other pretty but ufelefs toys^ 
inrhkh M^ give th^m to drive away their petu«- 
hofx^ aiad render them lefs troublefome. WitU 
tH« Africans, the«Qply a^ufement the children 
vknow, £efves at the fame, time as the comi* 
;n:enCdm6nt of their edi^cation. 

It is cuflomaityi when the cart or waggon 
belonging to a planter is not employed, to 
Jbaye itin the open air by the fide of the houfe^ 
As foon all t.he children can climb to the board 
that feirves for a feat, they place themfelves upon 
it ; and, with a whip in their hands^ iexercife 
Hiemfelves in commanding the oxen,^ w^ich 
ate fuppofed to be prefent, calling . them by 
their names, ilriking the place of any one that 
is thought not to ob^y ,wUh fufficient rqadinefs ; 
h^ a word, in dire^ti^g the cpurfe of the wag* 
gon, in leaking it tur:^, go on, or recede, pre^ 
^ciiely as they wiih. After having fucceflively 
Jbandledt in ^is manner, whips fuited to their 

Vol. L F age, 
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agfe, they arrive at laft to the managettiittt'Ol^-t 
bamboo, nicely tapered, fifteda or fixteen 
feet irt length, with a thong at thfe end of it ftiU 
longer ; arid with this inftrument they * can 
ftrike, at the diflance of more than twenty«^e 
feet, a pebble that is pointed out to them, or a 
piece of moiiey thrown upon the grouifcL « I 
have already mentioned a pleafant amufeinent^ 
of this kind, which one of thd Slabers procured 
me, who fmgled out with aftonifhihg addrefe, 
am6ng a multitude of birds, fuch individcKils 
as I was defirous of having. Swanpoel alfo^ 
the companion of my journey, "^ould (eldom 
'mifs a partridge flying ; and, notwithilandlng 
his agci applied his whip with fo much force, 
that, in one of our excurfionSj I faw bioi 
ftrike perfeGly dead, k duck, of a much lai-get 
fpecies than the common one of £urope. ^ 
When a young planter can drive a wag^n, 
and exercife a whip, his eduiiaiion is lieafly 
completed ; for they never think of teaching 
him either to write or read.' At the 4ige ctf* 
fourteen he is ecnfldcrdd as arriving at maf^ 
hood, and ranks in foci^ty accordingly. He 
{hakes hands *with the men, embraces the w<> 
men, and fmokes. nA fufee alfo is* given him, 

with 
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with liberty to hunt as much a^ he r pleafes^ 
Entering at this period into the enjoyment of 
all the rights of m^n, he regards himfelf as 
fuch^ and haftens tO: choofe among the girls of 
thq neighbourhood a miftrefs, whom he finally 
marries ; for it is feldom that a youth is founfi, 
to pay his addrefTes to feveral women. 

The planters being all hunters, from having 
their, flocks and fields to defend froiQ the ra* 
vages of wild beads, are provided with a certain 
number of fufees, according as the family is 
large or fmallj and refpe£ling thefe gun€,they 
employ a precaution that is fingular. Expe- 
rience has taught them that the brightnefs of 
the barrel frequently alarms, by its refleiftion, 
the animal of which they are in puirfuit, and 
warns him to fly. To remedy this inconveni- 
ence, the; barrels in Europe are browned; but 
the planters, who are not fkilled in this art, rub 
them over with the blood of flieep ; an opera*- 
UQii which, though Icfs neat, indeed, aijd plea- 
i£int, produces the fame effedt, fince the inftri^ 
ment becomes thereby equally tarnifhed. 

Upon the queftion of the excellence of fire 
arms, their prejudices and principles arc very 
different from ours. In their eftimation a gun 

F 2 * is 



y 



6« TRAVELS IN 

IS never bad, if the (lock and ftimituf e be good. 
This is the only circutnfldnce to vrhich they 
attend, iK^hen they m^ke a purchafe. A$ to 
the barrel, they care but little whtther it (hoots 
well of ill, becaufe they boaft of having a me- 
thod that v<rill correft the faults of the very 
word* 

To corred, in their fenfe of the word, is not 
to make a barrel good that was not fo before j 
it is merely to make it (hoot ftraight, which with 
them is the fame thing. There is, indeed, no 
great ingenuity in their method j but it is at 
leaft fimple, and its fuccefs, which is th6 refult 
of experience, always certain. 

It cbnfifts, as they expfefs if, di rur op de 
fchooty in bringing the guti to the mark : in 
other words, by dint of firing at a mark they 
afcertain its defe^S. If it (hoot too high or too 
low, to the right or to the left, they place upon 
the breech a fecond moveable (ight, whicli they 
- raife or fink, incline this way or that, as the 
clefedt may require, till they fucceed in (triking 
the mark. Arrived at this point, they (ix thft 
fight, and the gun becomes inftantly a g6od 
one. This operation, it mud be acknowledged, 
requires extreme patience, and can only be per- 
formed 
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Ibrmcd by peribns who have a great deal of 
leifure at their command ; but thedfetical cal- 
culations and the principles of optics are above 
their capacity. If it afterwards happen, in the 
courfe of their fports, that they mifs their ob- 
jtGty the gun, they fay, does not yet anfwer to 
the level, and the fame operation is performed 

r 

In the courfe of this expedition I traverfed 
SteUenbocht the whole of Hottentot Holland, 
Drasdcen-Steyn, Bocke- Veld, Rooye-Zand, the 
canton of the Twenty-four Rivers, and Swart- 
Jbnd* Thefe different countries afibrded me 
little th^t was intereiling, except the profpeds, 
gnd thefe even were all inferior in beauty to 
fiihtff .which I had feen, and particularly to 
jhat of the Twenty-four Rivers. As to the 
mannejrs of the inhabitants, I have already faid 
that the ihadea which diftinguifh one cantoa 
from another are very few and fcarcely dif*. 
cernible ; we find every where the fame finlple 
courfe of life, the fame love of eaie^ of indo^ 
lence and inanity, 

•On my return to the Cape, I found that 
Boers had experienced a relapfe of his diforder, 
i^nd hftdb^en obliged %& refort again to the bath$« 

F3 He 
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He had written to Europe to afk leave oi the 
company torefigti his office. Jiaving received 
and filled It with honour, he wifhed alfo in 
quitting it to be without reproach ; and he had 
laboured, therefore, day and night to put every 
thiftg in order previous to his departure, which 
he intended jhould take place the moment the 

* 

veflcl arrived with the intelligence that his re- 



fignation was accepted. This fedulous appli* 
eation, at an unfavourable period, before his 
ftrength was thoroughly re-eftabli{Jied, had oc- 
cafioned the relapfe. I hoped that the repoiie 
and tranquillity likely to refult from a total re- 
miffion of the functions of office, and the 
'anxieties attached to it, would be produdiive 
of the efFefts he expeded, and one day regain 
him the health he had loft. But the veflel from 
iEurope was not arrived, and fomething, I con- 
ceived, ought in the mean time to be done. As 
he had often expreflcd a defire to vifit the in- 
terior parts of the colony, and as I had myfelf 
farther obfcrvations to make in the charming 
country of the Auteniquas, I refolved, if pof- 
fible, to revive this defire, and lead him of his 
own accord to propofe the expedhion. 
* Accordingly^ fitting one evening with other 
' '- perfons 
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' perfbnk before the.entf ance of the houfe^ under 
the (hade of the trees that furrounded it, I ea- 
tered into a defcription of this country, the 
moft pleafant in the colony. I related every 
thing that had attached me to it when I fori- 
merly encamped there ; how pure was the air, 
and how enchannng the profpefts. I infured 
him a fpeedy convalefcence, a recovery in a 
few days, both from his bodily complaints^ and 
that ^neafmefs of mind to which he was con- 
tinually a prey. Thefe agreeable reveries, 
which roufed him a little, infenfiblv led us far^- 
then We advanced even to CafFraria. I vi- 
filed the worthy Haabas ; 1 faw once more my 
dear Narina and her interefting horde ; in 
ihort, I travelled over again, in imagination, 
the courfe which I had before travelled with 
my people. We promifed purfelves the purer 
enjoyments, as we fhould havemone of thofe 
obftacles to ftruggle with, which, from inex- 
perience, and a too numerous equipage, had 
every inftant fprung up at my feet. The 
hope of vifiting CalFraria was particularly faf- 
cinating to me in thefe ideal excurfions ; and, 

• at this conjundure, humanity, I thought, imr 
pofed it as a law upon me. There prevailed 

F4 at 
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at the Cape, an opinioa tlmt die Gaffits wtf« 4[ 
vncktd and £erociou8 people^ inconfequenceof 
which thefe unforttinate belags were expofed 
toi perfeoxtions that coukl not fail to irritate 
their minds, and reader them flill more for«^: 
midable* My friend himfelf bad heen tilior^ 
Or lefs infedled with this alosioft ttniverfal plre^ 
judice. I coiyreived that, by gradually iotro*^ 
ducing milder inftitution$ among thefe people, 
an important and iatereftiog revitdtttioa inig^ 
be eSeded ; which could not fail to take |daK^ 
the moment theirtranquilUty and fafety^ which 
ignorance, and the terror alone of their name 
had for fov many years difturbed, {faoi]ld» by 
equitable hiws, be fepured to thent« The mai^ 
beft calculated to work this defirable change in 
the (ituatipn of the Cafires, and their perfecut^ 
ing neighbours, was the fifcal ; fince upon hia 
report to the company of the ftate of the fettle** 
ment, on his return to Holland, would depend 
the regulations thsft it might be thought pro* 
per to introduce for the melioration of th« go^ 
vernment, and the welfare of the inhabitants* 
It was neceflfary, therefore, that he (hould have 
perfonal experience of the truth df*what I had 
twenty times told him, of th^ evils th|it rsfulte^ 

from 
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dtt^ the impolitic adminiftratian of the froii^ 
tier parts of the colony, and the neceffity of 
appearing thofe hordes, continually haraiTed 
by the moft flagrant injuftice, the moft horrible 
inhun)antty> which left behind it fo keen a re*- 
fentment, and of the benefits that would flow 
ftom fricndfhip and a good underftanding. 

I prevailed upon Boers to confent at leaft to 
make trial of this excursion; and I little 
doubted that^ if { could once lure him into the 
country, he would fufier me to guide him (lep 
hjr ftcp wheitever I pleafed, without fo much 
lis noticing the diftance^ His. health, however, 
tequiring particular precautions, it was re-^ 
folved, while the preparations for this journey 
were making, that we (hould fpend a week at 
my good frietid Slaber's, who was as dear td 
Boers ^s he was to myfcl£ Whether we de* 
parted from Swart*Land, or returned to the 
Cape, was of little importance ; our route could 
aot fail to be known, as it would be that which 
I had already travelled, and from which I h^d 
returned fix months before ; and letters froni 
Europe, therefore, might eafily be difpatched 
to us, in the fame manner as Boers had dif- 
patched mine to me while I fbjourned in the 

fountrjr 
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xcmntiy of the Auteniquas. It was accordingl^t 
a fettled bufiaefs, aA^ ^7 fnend conceived him« 
ielf to be already in my tent. 

The converfation that took place upon this 
OGcafion^ and which powerfully interefted the 
conpany, reminds me of a curious event that 
haf^ened at the fame time^ and which I cannq|t 
.pa& over in filencc* 

Our ey^s were naturally attra<Aed by the ob- 
je&6 before us. Mine indeed, by lan involunr 
tary impulfe^ are fure to be dixeded to what^ 
ever trees are in fight. We perceived the 
branches of one near us to move. Immediately 
we heard the piercing cries of a (hrike, and faw 
it tremble its if in convulfions. We firft con^ 
.reived that it was held in' the gripe of feme 
bird of prey : but a clofer attention led us to 
discover, upon the next branch of the tree, a 
large ferpent that, with (Iretched-out neck^ and 
fiery eyes, though perfectly ftill, was ga^zing at 
the poor animal. The agony of the bird was 
terrible ; but fear had deprived it of ftrength, 
apd^ as if tied by the leg, it feemed to have 
loft the power of flight. One of th^e company 
ran for a fufee ; but before he returned the 
ihrike was dead, and we fhot only the ferpent* 

1 re-* 
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I requefted that' the diftance between the 
place where the bird had experienced the con- 
vulhons, and that occupied by the ferpeht be- 
fore it was (hot, might be meafured. Upon 
doing fo, we found it to be three feet and a 
half, and we were all convinced that the (hrike 
had died neither from the bite not the poifon 
of its enemy* I dripped it alfol)efore the whole 
company, and made them obferve that it was 
untouched, and had ,not received the llightdl 
wound., 

I had my reafons for what 1 did. "Extt^^ 
dinary as the fa£t may appear, and though the 
-perfons who had been the witnefles could 
hardly believe, even after having feen it; it 
was to me not new. A fimilar adventure had 
happened to me in the canton of the Twenty- 
four Rivers, and I inftantly related it to coa- 
firm what we had juft feen. 

Hunting one day in a marfliy piece of ground^ 
1 heard all at once, in a tuft of reeds, a piercing 
and v^ry lamentable cry* Anxious to know 
what it was, I ftole foftly to the place, where I 
perceived a fmall moufe, like the fhrike on the 
itree, in agonizing convuliions, and two yards 
.farther s ierpent, whofe eyes were intently 

fixed 
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fixed upon it. The moment the reptile fitw 
me it glided away ; but the bufineis was done. 
Upon taking up the moufe it expired in my 
Jiandy without it$ being poiHSle for me to dif« 
cover^ by the moft attentive examioationi what 
Jbad occafioned its d^ath. 

The Hpttenlots, whom I confulted upon 
this incident, exprefled no £brt of a(tpQi{|i- 
lO^unt. Nothing, they faid, was more com- 
jpQjU } the fi^rpent had the faculty of attra<fling 
and fafcinating fuch animals as it wifhed $o 
devmin I had then no £dth in fuch power; 
but fom^ |:ime after, fpeaking of the circum* 
ftan(:e in a company of more than twenty per« 
fons, in the number of whom was colonel 
Gordon ; a captain of his regiment confirmed 
the account of the Hottentctfs, and aflured me 
it was an event which happened very fre- 
quently. " My teftimony," added he, " ought 
^ to have the more weight, as I had once 
*^ nearly become myfelf a vi4^im to this fafci- 
^ nation. While in garrifon at Ceylon, and 
** amufmg myfelf, like you, in hunting in a 
•^marfli, I was in the courfe of my fport fud- 
^^ denly feiz^d with a convuliiye and invpluf>» 
^ taiy tr^wbling, .different frpm. any tbipg. J 

''had 
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^had eter e3t{)eyiehced^ itid &t th^ faiiie tiWQ' 
^^ w$s ft)ro6gIy aitra^led) and in fpiM of myu 
«« felf, tb a][>aiticular fj^ot «f the Atffii. Di« 
^ reQing ffif eyts to thla fpot, I behdbJ^ viMk 
^ feelings of horror, a ferpent of ail enoraoat 

* iize, whofe look inftantly pierced me« HUf^ 

* iiig, howcvef , not yet loft all power of no^ 
' tion, I etabraced the opportunity before k 
^ Wa$ too iatfe, and ialuted the reptile #ifh the 

* contents of my fufee. The report was a 
^ taiifnian that broke the eharm. All at onee^ 

* a4 ff by a miracle, my cotlvulfion ceafed j I' 
^ feft myfetf able to fiy ; and the Ohly mi^dn^' 
^ vteniettie of this extraordinary adventwe was 

* a cold fweat, which was c^btlefs the tfftA- 

* of toy fear and of the violent agitation my- 
** fenfes h^d'undergcme.'* 

Suth was the account gIVcn me by this of v 
ficer. I do not pretend to voikfeh for ife truth? but' 
the ftory bf the ttioufe, as well as of the ffirike, I- 
afver to be fafli I will add alio, that,fineb my- 
return to France, having had - oecafion t^ talfc- 
%ith Kanchot upon the fubjed, ati offieet' 
who fucceeded Boufflers in the government o^ 
Senegal, he aflfured me with confidence, dittf 
bdlh tt Goree and in SehegsJ the opinion waa 

7 uai- 
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uminerial } tluit afcenditig the rker <£ thatt 
name, as far eyeti as^Galam, three hundred 
leagues from itat mouth, it equally prev^ailed 
^Vkiiaegjiie Moors, at the right, and the Ne-»' 
gKQ^ at the left ; . that among thefe people no-' 
body ' doubted this power in certain fp^cies of' 
fei^tits,' of faicii^atn^ both animals and men ; 
and that the tradition .was found^ upon long' 
e^pe^qce, [and the many . misfortunes they arc- 
contifmaUy witnpfBng. 

Here again let At. be ipemembered, that I am * 
only the hiftori^^^ and that I take upon me 
oeitber to validate nor explain thefe reports. - 
With, reiped to the two inftances I have ad<- 
dttced, and of which I am at once the recorder ^ 
and the evidence, they will probably be re« 
garded by many of my readers, as the pure ef- 
%^ . of that extreme and involuntary terror 
which every anim^: ejcperiencea by inftin£k, at 
fight of an enemy that has power over its life ; 
and they , will allege, perhaps, in fupport of. 
this^ fuppofition, the example. of the fetter, 
who retains ia their place a partridge or a 
hare, by the, mere circumftance of his prefence 
fnd look. 

; To this I reply, that if a;partridgc or a hare 

remaiit 
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t^iain quiet bc^e ^e tk>g^ it is not ib^ txioch 
from/ a fuddehf impuUe of fear as fromiieK 
Kberate cutming. Whil6clbfe upon the grotiod 
they imagine diiemfelires to be concealed ^xm 
the enemy* What confirms this conjeduie 
is; that if die dog approaches near enough ta 
ieizeuponlus prey, the: bird inftantly tabeh 
Wing, and the hare fcampers away. It wift- 
certainly notice denied me, that it is fear whidi 
makes them fly. Such is the powerful eff^^^ 
of inftind in :every anim^ at .the appeaifance 
ef danger^ Bnc why do. not che hare, add 
|iartridge ^iight of the .dog remain fixed and 
motionless i with' terrar, . like the fhrike ai^ tl|t; 
moufe in preience of the ferpent ? Why fliould 
fcar give to the former new llrength, while the 
others die on the.fpot, under all the increadng 
fymptoms of atgony, and without the power ^ 
efcaping, as if retained by feme invincible 
force i: . The rat does not . flemain ftationaty, 
upon the approach of the cat^ but haflens away 
the moment he perceives hen May not then 
the look and prefence of a f^rpent, and the na- 
ture of the corpuCcles that emanate from its 
body, produce a very different effedl from the 
emanation and look of the cat ? 

How 
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How few arie 0qr 6piKMuoi^ pf oblfirvii^ 
Aature I Let U9.fttid]^ her mcMfe dofely^ and wd 
fiiall perhaps find» that (he b^ many parttcitA 
kr faiws of which we are yet igbc^raht. Before 
die diibovery of ele£bicify, had.an author veb* 
tored to aifert that there exified filh^ whicht 
Aiottgh fmall m tbemiel ves^ coiM give to i 
tmmhet of perfbns at once £3 violtnit a ihook)^ 
a^ to make them Std coofiderable pain in all 
die articulations of <^ the body, the ai&rtkm 
«A>ti}d have beea regarded as the moft abfuod 
iible. Thb fuppofed fable, hcmcver^ n be«* 
^ome an indifputaUe truth. Without Tpeakiiig 
ef the torpedo, with vrhieb ^voy body isac* 
tiualnted, I fhall content iny^-«ith;didi^, ia 
proof of this faft, the Baf-aal^'oc: ele^rical 
eel df Surinam. I had for many years an op* 
jrortunity of obfcrring this ipectes of fiih ; as 
iny fether> for the purpofc of experiment, ^ept 
one continually in hi« houfe. Upori touching 
a fringed fort of membrane, fituat^d under t^« 
belly, and extending the whole length >of the 
body, I have always obferved «» iwry violent 
fhock immediately Ibllow. My fathisr wa«. 
flefirous ^ afcertaining, if the flwck wtftiid 
be dimini&ed by being comrauaioated «o a 

- number 
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wimber of Individuals, at once ; and, for this 
purpofc, he collected together about ten perfons, 
vrho formed a chain by the jundion of han^s. 
No fooner had they, touched ^he membrane of 
the eel, than they felt themfelves equally ftruck 
at the fame moment. Nor was this alK To 
convince the fpedators that the imagination 
had nothing to do in producing this effeft, he' 
had placed a dog as a link between two of the 
perfons compofing the chain, who held him^ 
one by thie right, aftd the other by the left foot. 
Atthe inftant of contact the animal gave a: 
loud cry; and his pain, which wasthecauia 
of this cry, proved beyond difpute that that of 
the reft of the party was not lefs real. 

Reafoning phyfically upon this fubjeft, I 
acknowledge that a confiderable (dlfFefence 
ought to be made between an' effect vifibly 
produced by the immediate adion of a^ body, 
and another eff€<3: operated without any appa-* 
rent Gontad, any vifible medium, like that of 
the ferpent upon th? animals in queftion. But 
who will affirm that, in prefonce of its pr^y, the 
ferpent does not aft phyfically upon it ? Per- 
haps this death-dealing quality belongs only to 
pame paj'ticular forts* of ferpent. Pefhapsi it is 
, Vol,. I, Q not 
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not enjoyed by them, uti^tfs at particular fca? 
fons and in certain countries* The ancients 
have defcribjed the bafilifk as killing with its 
look This is certainly a fable ; but is it not 
a fabje^ abfurd as it may appear^ that originally 
tad fome tryth for its foundation ? No doubt, 
in remote periods, ciriumftances may have 
been objei'ved flmilar to thofe of my fhrike 
and my moufe ;, or, perhaps, even to that re* 
lated by the Captain, Hence they might hav* 
concluded tliat a ferpent, impregnable himfel^ 
and. always^ conqueror, fmce he could kill by a 
lookj could be no other than the king of his 
r^ce. From, bia royalty they would naturally 
have called him bafilifk ; and as a fovereign 
myfl; have 6>me particular fign to atteft his pre* 
emineace, the poets,, who often exaggerate by 
wiftiing tp adora nature, may have added the 
wings,, the feet aud th^ crown. 

Tbis digteflion, of which, perhaps, thefub* 
jeft vv'ould h^ye escaped tuy memory, was de- 
Serving, I oonceived^ of a place in my work ; 
and, thougb it has. ibmewbat interrupted the 
<kaqiatic efie^, I could not abftain from relate 
ing it: in thfi order in which it prefented itfelf 

%Q tfijnm^^ Whatcvet wle may. be given to 

lay 
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toy naitatiYc, it is of little importance u hetlier 
there prevail in it or not a fcholaftic arrange- 
ment. The art of writing is not my objed:, 
jbut truth and clearnefs. I am talking with my 
friends^, an4 have nothing to dp with the tram- 
mels of literature. 

I have faid, thgtt I had prevailed on Bocr» 
to accompany m0 in my exeurfion. An ufli-^ 
expedited accident haftened our rcfolution. In* 
teHlgtfllGe wa« brought to the Gape, that a" 
French veffei, the crew of which had mutinied, 
%|!ras iat imchor in th^ bay df i^aldanha. This 
liews particularly concerned Percheron, :th6 
naval commiflary, who wi&i obliged by his of^- 
fice to repair to the bay in order to take cog* 
nilance of the matter, and, if i^offible, remedy 
jhe evit Underftaniling that we ^t^e nearljr 
to take the fame route, he requefted a ^lace ift . 
Boers's carriage^ and Was accordingly one of 
OUT party. An officer of the P< ndicherry regi- 
ment. Tvhofe name was Larcher', made a fourths 
and we fpt offin a fort of hunting vetiicte (cb(f^ 
fkt de cbaj^c) drawn by fix hOrfes. 

The c|iftance we had to travel wa?, in reality*, 
but an eafy ^ay's journey, and we intended to 
}iak- QO l6nge|: than was necefiary juft to (how 

G % . our* 



^ * 



84 TR AVELS JN 

felvcs to the crew ; but, like thofe tempefts 
which are always preceded by fatal omens, 
we found it that day not only impoflible to ar- 
rive at Saldanha, but we had to lament by the 
way the unhappy fate of more than one of our 
attendants. 

The Sout-Rivier (fait river^, which it w^as 
ncqeflary to.crofs at a diftance from the town, 
Jiad its banks almoft covered with cormorants. 
We were defirous of killing fome of them, and 
we; alighted for thjs pufpofe^ . Uppn f^ttingjpff 
again, a negro who was behind the carriages 
taken at ^ms^w^res, was thrown to th^ ground 

* 

by the fuddennefs of the motion, and fell with 
fuch violenqe as to break his leg. He was an 
excellent fervant of Boers and very much be- 
loved- by ^is m after. We were obliged, there* 
fore, to quit the road, and repair to the neareft 
habitation, to take, the proper care of qur iin- 
for^unate patient. . A litter was . conftrufted, 
and we had him conveyed to the town. This 
accident .having delayefl u^ feyeral houra, and 
Boers wifhipgj^Q regain the.jjme that had^beeij 
Joft, thecoaghman put his horfes upon the gal- 
.Jop, and drovje ps like the tvind. 

... We ha^ fowe 4ogs with ys< On^ of them, 
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Yery lAuch heated bjr this extraordinaty fpced, 
and attracted by a ftream that was at a diftance, 
ran on before to bathe and refrefh himfelf. I 
have already obferved in my former travels, 
that, inAfrica, every dog that plunges into the 
water, under fuch circumftances, isalmoftfure 
to die there, unlefs fomebody happens to be 
fufBciently near to take him inftantly out. The 
dog in queftion, when we arrived at tha 
ftream, had already paid the fatal tribute, 
Fa£ts of this kind are fo common in the co- 
lony ad not to admit the poffibility ofdifpute: 
atid here I would fain alk our philofophers to 
account for this circumftance, and tell us why 
the dogs of Africa are fo frequently fubjed to 
death, in a fituation where thofe of Europe do 
not experience the flighteft inconvenience. 

It was late when we arrived at the patri- 
archal habitation of the worthy Slaber, The 
embracing and falutations being over, there 
was a general uproar, as it were, in the/houfe. 
They hardly knew in what terms of joy to ex- 
prefs their gratitude, as ^^ell to Boers as to 
the friend he had brought with Mm. All were 
eager to welcome this friend ; I was fenfible 
of ihis ; at the fame time it was impoflible not 
'^ G 3 to 
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to notice the demonftrations of kindtiefs tlitf 
were equally beftowed on theif older ac- 
quaintance. The girls, in particular, waited 
upon him with a moft captivating grace. One 
took his hat| and another his cloak. They 
queftion^d him as to his hqs^lth and his wants. 
They feemed to think him not fufficiently un- 
referyed, becaufe he could not find employ?- 
iTient for all of them at one?, Pelightful of- 
ficioufnefs^ charming vivacity ! which rendered 
ftill more agreeable^ by the contraft, the plain 
and honeft good-nature of the father of the 
family. When they learned our intention of 
flaying a week with them, their acclamations 
of joy burft forth afrefb, and refounded through 
the houfe. It was the triumph of a victory;. 
Our fpirits were prefently a? cheerful as theirs 3 
and fo perfedly were we at our eafe, that a 
ftranger would have been pu2;zl^d to iay who 
wele the entertainers and who the guefh. The^ 
firft evening was fpent in arranging our plans, 
and afligning to each day of our week its ap- 
propriate amufements; aa arrangemeiitt tha^. 
was oppofed now and then by the womten,^ wh^ 
did not fail to impofe upo];k m fonie^ l\ard i^on- 
ditions. 

Per* 
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Pcttheron, who was of thi^ patty, had all 
this while nothing in his h( ad but the (hip and 
its refradory crew in the bay of Saldahha. 
Befofe he furrendered himfelf to pleafure, he v 
Was defirous of performing his duty. He 
idked me, therefore, to fet off with him the 
next morning, and accompany him to the vef- 
feK This was^precif ly my intention. Every 
other perfon in my.fitua ion would pro1)ably 
have regarded this propolal of the com miliary 
as extremely impi-udent. I, on the conrary^ 
^as delighted with it, and had refolvecl, if he 
had not foreftalled me, to make it myfcl£ 
1 had never feen a crew in a ftdte ofinfurxec- 
tion againft their officers ; the fcene was per* 
feiSly new to me ; and every thing extraor* 
dinary, ev^ry thing which promifed a new fen-i 
fation, liad in my eyes an attradion that was 
not to be rcfifted. Accordingly, without re- 
flecting upon the confequences of this temerity, 
tvithout confidering that, in the gaiety of my 
h^art, I was going to cxpofe myfelf to the moft 
imminent darigef, I appointed, an hour with 
iPerchcron, and longed for its arrivah 

Though We had only foui* leagues to travel, 
And had entered upon this journey immediately 

G4 after 
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after breakfaft, we were again fo incommoded 
on the way, that we did not reach the bay till 
the clofe of the evening : a circum(lanc€ that 
put us extremely out of humour, and was not 
calculated to diminifh the prejudice which we 
had before naturally entertained againft th^ 
mutineers. 

The fhades of night feemed to blacken oi> 
purpofe, as if tp conceal from us the veffel ; and 
it was with the utmoft dijfficulty, and by dint, 
as it were, of groping, that we found our way 
acrofs the downs. I twice difcharged my 
fufee to announce our arrival, and to fighify 
our wifh that a boat might be fent us. Ufelefs 
precaution! Theypretendednottohearus. In 
danger of pafEng the night in the watch-box. 
upon the ftrand, we curfed the ihip,^ the crew, 
and the bay. The captain, it fecms, fearing 
that we were fuch of the mutineers as had gone 
en Ihore in the courfe of the day, and who 
were to return, in the evening, furnifhed with 
arms, was cautious of receiving us. At length, 
by repeatedly firing, and by our cries and vo-v 
ciferations, we infpired fome confidence, and 
a boat was hoifled out to fetch us on board* 
. To form an accurate image of the diforder 

to 






A F R 1 C A. ^ &$ 

to which wc were witneffes it is neccflary tO 
have feen it. A. fhip floating in the ocean^ 
and deprived of aU'extenial intercourfc, is of 
itfelf a world fufficiently ftrange ; and here, by 
the mutiny that had taken place, it was a world 
turned upfide-down. The crew, divided into 
groupes, occupied here and there the diiFerent 
parts of the deck. On all fides were heard mur- 
murs, threats^ tremendous imprecations, and 
horrible oaths ; every where there prevailed & 
frightful tumult. The voices of the chijefs were 
drowned amidft the deafening cries of the men«' 
From the impetuous motions of this unruly 
multitude every thing feemed to predi£t fome 
approaching and dreadful crifls. Some among 
them, more enterprifing than the reft, aded 
with greater fury: they flew with rapidity, 
from place to place, as if to communicate their 
indignation or their fears at the arrival of the 
commiflary. The feeble light that prevailed in- 
the veflel gave a gloomy tint to this fcene of 
horror that bordered on the fublime. It was 
fo many demons amidft the waves, bufy at the 
work of preparing torments for mortals. At 
the fame time we were prefTed and enveloped 
by this licentious troop. Then it was that I 

felt 
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fi^t «1I the peril of our fituatiotk The title of 
commiflary Mrhicfa Percheron bore, was the re^^ 
ytrtc of giving us confidence ; it Teemed to 
have brought him purpofely on board to 
punifli the riioters. The profcription that 
awaited him was Aire to fall equally upo'n me^ 
who appeared to have accompanied him in or^ 
der to lend him my afliftance. A general mur-^ 
inur was excited againft each of us. A murmur^ 
did I fay? Alas ! we were the criminals ; and 
the menacing looks of thefe terrible judges told 
lis, in a language perfectly intelligible, what 
torments the power of force, combined with 
rage, was capable of inflidting on weaknefs and 
innocence. I had never fo ftroilg a convidion 
as at that moment, by what a flender thread we 
fbmetimes hold out lives, and how unexpeded 
is the chance upon which depends our fafety. 
Had one of thefe confpiititors pronounced on* 
death, a hundred arms, no. doubt, would in^^ 
i^ntly have eatecuted the fentence, ar.d the 
lea would have been at once a tomb for ut 
both. 

It is true, I had my double-barrelled fufee j 
fat my conypanion had nothing with which to 
ddBmd himielf } and, as to the officers;, incapa^ 

blc 
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bk of exerting the Beceflafy firmiiers, thef 
fisemed^ >4ipoa cur arrival, to be io a dreadful 
4:onftefiiation, as if expeding feme fiital ex« 
jplofioti) that would deftroy at once both the 
Ihip and its inhabitants. 

As it was impoffiUe to withdraw from the 
danger tliat threatened us^ we had no refouroe 
but to aflume a tranquil countenance, and wait 
the event. This refolution gave us fortitudes 
.Percheron, litde difmayed by the threats of the 
iriolent, faid, in a tone of authority, that he 
wiihed to be informed of the caufe of this mu^ 
tiny ; and that the crew might depend upon re» 
drefa, if their complaints were juft, and upoa 
being treated with lenity if they had unforta« 
pately overftepped, through miflake, the nece£» 
iary bounds of obedience : and turning to tho(e 
who feemed defirous of giving him the par^ 
ticulars of the affair, he appeared not to nmice 
the animated geftures and murmurings of the 
reft. His tranquillity by degrees fo far^p^ 
peafed their anger, that we were able, at laft, 
tinder pretence pf doing juftice to every partyt 
to adjourn the farther hearing of the bufiodft 
to the next morning. Percheron had hoped 
, that ileqp would in the mean time cahn dide 

inci-i 
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irritated paffions, and ftiggeft to his mind the 
means of terminating the aiFray. 

There was no way by which to quit the vet 
fel ; , and, as we had arrived at this extremity. 
It would have been equally daftardly and iii- 
difcreet to abandon the crew to the niercy oif 
fo furious a tempeft. 

The preparations for fupper afforded but 
little relief from the trbuble in which we were 
, all plunged ; and we thought, therefore, of re- 
tiring to reft. The captain gave his bed to 
Percheron, while 1 had that of the firft pilot, 
which was fltuated in a cabin upon the deck. 
in this cabin was a window, the panes of 
which, had been broken at the commencement 
of the difturbance. It is upon fuch things, 
lipon window^s and lamps, that your malcon-^ 
tents always vent their firft fpite ; as if the 
noife occafioned by the breaking-of them )vas 
calculated to appeafe and fatisfy their ven- 
gcance. Thefe . broken panes were a fubjedl 
of alarming inquietude ; I confidered them a$ 
a fecond Judas ; becaufe, fronting the head of 
rny bed, they afforded an eafy opportunity to 
any ill-difpofed perfon in poffeffion of a piftoJ, 

* 

to (hoot me during the night, fhould jtbe dif- 
turbance 
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turh^nce happen to break" oiat afrefh. To guarJl 
sls mudi as poffible againft furprife^ I begaa 
with putting out, the. light;, then having 
<;hangecl the^ di region of my hed, and placed 
*«iy fufee^ which was well loaded^ by my 
fide, I waited the return of day, fleeping as -I 
could. In the intervals of my Heap, I heard^ 
from thofc who walked the deck, the mofl fe-^- 
/ditious difcojarfe, threatening the next day to 
ihoTv no favour to any one: J faw fome of them 
'.pafs before my cabin, and they appeared to ele- 
vate their voices that I might hear ihem. . At 
^length, day-light appeared : delightful day-lighl^ 
which diflipates the phantoms> of the imagi^ 
jiation, .and: renders alfo the wicked lefe daring 
aitd prefumptuous ! What -we had hoped came 
atopafs ; reflediidn, and-ftill- more perhaps thfe 
-dread of a well-deferved puniftiment^ had 
jcalmed the fury of the. nioft vehement. Pet- 
cheron, judicjoufly embrtiQing fo favourable a 
.moment, addreffed theni in a moft animated, 
ipeech, in which he pointed in lively colours 
the wrongs and injuftice of this rebellion, and 
the fevere penalties which ihe law infli<as for 
fuch crimes ; then, artfully afcribing the caufe 
pf the miichief tQ the perfidy of thofe whofe 

love 
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loTeof diforder had fedttced and drawn in the 
fcft to the commiffion of fuch cn(»-mkics, he 
promiTed pardon to every man thos mifledi^ 
ivho (hould again return to obedience; and 
concKided his fpeech with a (harp reprimand of 
the ring-leader, who, though in confinement, 
wa9, no doubt, hatching in hi^ mind new 
troubles. This man^ perfedly naked an4 
ftretched at his length, was bound withiil 
a chicken-coop, which was fadened and barri«i 
caded with clamps of iron. He was one of 
thofe beihgs to whom nature has given, with 
a robufl: conAitution, chat fortitude of mind^ 
4hat contempt of danger and death, fo favoui^ 
•able to, and fo deffcrudtive in, fa^dions. He 
ftiil threattned« They had feized him at a 
snoQtient when be was off bis guard ; which waa 
a necefiary precaution, as he was able of him* 
fdf to infpire terror irrto the whole crew. The 
bufinefs of bringing to trial and puniflung this 
man devolved upon the chief magiftrate of the 
Cape ; and accordingly he was ordered to be 
conveyed thither. From this moment tranquil- 
lity was reftored ; and we were convinced^ 
ftBm what we faw in this inftance,. that^ in 
every caie of tumult, nothing more 1$ neceifary 

to 
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to recall a mi;rgui4ed multitude to their fenfeSt 
than to humble them in their own cjts hj 
iho^ing them the defpicableueGi of their ^on- 
dud, or to take from them, their chief. With 
liefped to the reft of the infurgentSi they vlftft 
4eliveredr over to the clemency of the captaia 
4nd ofiic^rs of the veifel, by whom a gjener^ 
^ninefty was granted ; and they all returned tp 
their duty. 

Having left, the fibipv and being once agaiii 
on fbore^ we were eager* to repair to our C0Qt«- 
pany> to. relate the circumftanees of thedtnger 
we h^ efcaped^ and of which upon leairiog 
thenj we had no fufpicion* 

How little did I;qxpe6: that this finguho; ad^ 
venture was defined to b|e folIow<ed by a nett 
mortificauon^ of which the confequencoi were 
long in my memory^ and thjit, in- quitting for 
a day my deareft friends^ I ihould have to h^ 
meut th<j lofa of one of thenii. and fpccdily: to 
prepare myfelf for. feeing him no more ! 

As I drew near to the habitation o£ Slafaer^ 
J difchargedi. as I had been accuftomed: to do^^ 
my fufee, tp inform them of our arrival^ and 
to invite them to meet us. In fpitc of my re- 
peated fignalS) QO perfon appeared ^ a fileoce 
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of friehdfliip that feemed to announce to m*^ 
fpme melancholy news. 

- My fufpicions were prefently verified, when 
Tipofx entering the hall I faw the daughters of 
Slabec approach me with an air of inquietude 
and dejed:ion.. Alarmed at this reception, 
the ciixife of which I conceived related to 
^hfemYelves, I anxioufly demanded what mis- 
fortune, in fo iftiort a fpace of time„ had be- 
jlallen them. •' The misfortune I have to ac- 
*A quaint you with," faid one of them, " is 
•^ peribnai td yourfelf : Boers is returned to 
:^ the Cape, and in a few days you wilMofe 
•* him. He has received, in your abfence, 
'•l dlfpatches froih Holland, informing him that 
^ bis ri^fig^ation hafs been accepted; and, as 
^ there is a veffel in the bay ready, at this mo- 
^* ment^ to fail for Europe, in which he is re* 
^^!folved to embark, he inftantly mounted his 
ff^ horfc, with Larcher, to make without delay 
*' the heceffary preparations. 1 need not. fay 
?* how happy we ftiould efteem Ou^felves if, 
•* afteY this lofs, we could prevail on you 'and 
** your friend to remain with -ue • awhile : at 
*' the fame time it is my duty to tell you, that; 
•* before he left us,^ Boers ^for^faw that you 

^' would 
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** would perhaps be defirous once more to 
^ afford him the picafare of feeing you at the 
•* Gape : with this view he has left behind him 
" his carriage and horfes ; and here is a letter 
** alfo which he has written, and which he re- 
" quefted might be delivered to you/' 

The beginning of this difcourfe had alarmed 
me, but, from fome caufe or other, I was re^ 
vived by its conclufion. I imagined that, from 
a fportive difpofltion^ they were defirous for a 
moment of amufing themfelves with me. A 
letter>, the carriage and the horfes, — it muft 
furely be a pleafantry ! And fo convinced was 
I of this, that, notwithftanding the air of feri-? 
pufnefs with which it was told me, and the 
proteftations of the whole family that he was 
actually gone, I vifited, with Percheron, every 
room of the houfe in fearch of the abfentees, 
not doubting but they had concealed them- 
felves to keep up the jeft. Alas ! They were 
gone ! — My benefadlor had quitted me ! And 
my only confolation was to haften to the Cape, 
once more to embrace him before his depar- 
ture. , . 

The next morning as foon as it was light 
we entered the carriage, Percheron and myfelf. 

Vol. I. H and 
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and were inftantly off. Arrived at the houfe 
pf my friend, the firft objcds that faluted' my 
eyes were his trunks and packages coUedled 
together to be conveyed on board the fhip ; 
which, as I learned from himfelf, was to fail 
the next day. In vain had the phyficians re* 
prefented that his health was in too feeble a 
ftate to encounter fo tedious a voyage ; that 
he ought firft to fpend two or three months 
in the country to regain the neceffary urength ; 
and that the (hip, befides, in which he pur- 
pofed to embark, being too fmall to admit of 
the proper accommodations, he was- raftily ex- 
pofmg himfelf to almoft certain death : nothing 
could difluade him. Prejudiced againft a coun^ 
try in which he had experienced a variety of 
troubles, and which were likely to increafe, he 
longed for the moment of withdrawing from 
it. In Holland, too, he had left a refpe£tablc 
father, whofe image was alive in his heart, 
and his feparation from whom he had always 
regretted. In a word, he preferred the hap- 
pinefs of feeing his family to the cares and 
anxieties which accompany wealth and follow 
in the train of empty honours. 

Subjeft, myfelf, to fimilar recoUedions, and 
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€a^able, in his fitiiation, of imitating His con-^ 
dudi, I could not, ftrong as was my attach- 
ment to him, attempt to combat fo determined 
a refolution; and I therefore thought only- 
how to employ to the greateft advantage the 
few and fleeting moments of friendfhip that 
remained. I was anxious he fhould take with 
him fome pledge of my regard. He was nof 
haturalift^ except fo far as he liad imbibed 
from me a tafte for the ftudy ; yet I feledted 
from eveiy defcription of my treafures a valu-* 
able cabinet of curiofities of natural hiftory, 
which I fent pn board with his other efFeds : 
and I had almofi jefoived to embark myfelf, 
fo great was the dejedtion of my mind at the 
idea that 1 fhduld no longer have before my 
eyes this judicious counfellor, this confoling 
friend, who had more than once received into 
his bofom the overflowings of my heart, at a 
time too Vrhen he had his own vexations td 
devour. 

The. 25th of Oftobet 1783^ a melanchol]^ 
epoch that h^s a thoufand times recurred to mf 
remembrance, and that has occafioned me, of 
nil the events of my lifci the greateft portion 
df w^earifomeriefs and regret, at length arrived. 

H2 It 
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It was ncceflary to fcparate. ^* I depart,** fai3 
be, previous to his quitting me, " perfedly 
** tranquil as to every thing which relates to 
•* yourfelf : I have recommended yon to my 
" moft imimate friends, whofe care you will 
experience, and for whom I can anfwer asi 
faithfully as for myfelf. Meanwhile, that I 
may not, when' abfent, be totally uncon- 
neded with your grand expedition ; I wifh 
" to contribute to it a few trifles, that are no 
*' longer ncceflary to me, and which I beg you 
♦* to .accept : they are my two hunters, my 
^ two fufeeSy and, m Ihort, to fave you the 
•• trouble of liftening to a dry catalogue of in- 
•• fignificant articles, my whole fporting ac- 
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I was fo oppreffed that I cmrfd not anfwerir 
Without giving me time to fpeak, he pointed 
to a morning-gown placed on a chair, for which 
I had obf^rved in him a particular predileftion, 
though he feldom wore it except upon certain 
fixed days. " The fluff," faid he. " of which 
** this garment is made, was once worn by my 
** mother, who, upon my departure for Africa, 
•• entreated I would wear it in my turn out of 
*^ love to her, as a monument of her affeSion 
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an^ -an eternal pledge of remembrance. I 
have hitherto difcharged this duty with the 
moft filial tender nefs, though it has long 
painfully reminded me that this dear parent 
is no more ; but now that I am going to 
refide with my father to confqle and comfort 
him in his old age, can I any longer pre- 
** ferve wliat would incelfantly ej^pofe to his 
** view the lofs he has fuftained ? No ; it is my 
** friend who muft henceforth wear it for me : 
^* by this title is it, my dear Vaillant, that I 
" tranfmit it to you, not as an ordinary pre- 
" fent, but as a legacy that was bequeathed me, 
** a legacy that I value, and of which I charge 
*' you to acquit for me the duties, by ufing it 
" agreeably to the intentions of my venerable 
" mother." 

Such a prefent as a morning-gown to a tra- 
veller accuftomed to a very different ftyle of 
drefs, almoft -always* equipped in a hunting 
jacket and with a fufee in his hand, will ap- 
pear laughable enough to the reader, who will 
conceive it much better fitted for the fhoulders 
of one of our phyficians or folicitorsof the 
ancient mode. But the occafion of this fcene, 
which fo many would look upon as calculated 
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for a Bartholomew frolic, damps on it fucH 
jaffeding marks of fimplicity, goodnefs, an4 
fmcerity, that even to this moment it excites in 
my mind the tendered emotioqs. The gowa 
itfelf fs pf no value : but the ideas It revives arc' 
touching. The hand from which I received 
it is fo dear to me, that now, after ten years 
have elapfed, J cannot contemplate without 
pleafure the remains of a garment, which I 
made a point of wearing to the laft thread as 
foon as I became more fettled. The mod beau-? 
tiful relic of antiquity would not have been 
more religioufly preferved, 

I threw myfelf into the arms of my friend 
with tears in my eyes, and I felt his alfo 
moiften my cheek. His houfe, w^here every 
thing was in motion, was an affetling fpedacle ; 
it refembled the hurry of a removal upon the 
approach of robbers. The abandonment pf 
places to which we have . been fo ftrongly atr 
tached, and in which we have tafted the truefl: 
and, moft innocent enjoyments, has in it, to 
minds of feeling, fomething that is dreary and 
difconfolate. The habitation of my friend fhared 
a little in the regrets that I felt for the mafter ; 
$n article of furnitur:e, the fimpleft things that 
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Tie was in the habit of ufing, painfully at- 
tracted and fijfcd my regards. This acute fen- 
fibility is the inheritance and misfortune of a 
fmall number only of human beings : where- 
ever it exifts it gives adlual life to the moft in- 
ani rotate objedls. But what rendered the fcene 
ftill more affliding, was the mournful filence 
of .our common firiends affembled round the 
fme who was leaving us. We accompanied ' 
him to the boat that was to tear him from our 
embraces. As he would not fufFer us to attend 
iiim Zq the ihip, we remained on the fhore 
following him with our eyes. Arrived on 
board, he waved his handkerchief from the 
deck, as the laft, the farewel fignal .of friend- 
ship. 

A f)erfon equally dear to us both took pity- 
on my fufFerings, and condoided me to his 
houfe. We fpent the day in enumerating the 
various inftances of benevolence which had 
honoured the public and private life of the 
beftof men. iiis name Vas inceiTaatly in our 
mouths. While we were thue foothingly oc^ 
<:upied, our grief was fuddenly renewed by the 
•report of the guns from the harbour and the 
port, which announced the departure of the 
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veiTel, and faluted the fifcal for the laft time. 

4 

I flew to the turret of the houfe, and, with my 
glafs, I faw the veflel failing fo rapidly before 
the windy that it quickly funk below the 
horizon. 

When night arrived, I returned to my old 
apartment. It feemed a prifon to me. Left 
to myfelf, I was like a culprit whom all the 
world had abandoned, and who was delivered 
over to his remorfe. No lover ever felt more 
acutely the pains of fcparation. 

The next morning I was vifited by Ser-r 
rurier, the newfifcal; Colpnel Gordon, com- 
jnandant of the place; Hakker, the- fub- 
governor ; Conway, colonel of the Pondicherry 
regiment, whom I have fince had the ple^fupe 
of feeing at Paris j and, in fhort, by all the 
friends of my dear Boers, all the perfons to 
whom he had recommended me, and who join* 
ed in afTuring me, that it fhould be their bufi- 
nefs to make me forget, by their care, a lofs 
which was notlefs fenfibly felt by them than by 
me. Every one entreated me to take up my re- 
fidence at his houfe ; but among thefe offers I 
ought particularly to notice that of Colonel 
Gordon,, which was made in the name both of 

himfelf 
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limfelf and Ms wife, and with fo much impor- 
tunity, fuch extreme kindnefs and (Incerity, that 
it was impofTible not to accept it. Befidse, in- 
dependently of perfonal obligations, and the 
fervices he had rendered me from the moment 
of my arrival at the Cape, he had a tafte like 
myfelf for natural hiflory, and I was attached 
to him by thi? circumftance, as well as by the 
ties of gratitude and friendfhip. I refolved, 
however, not to avail myfelf immediately rf 
this obliging invitation, and I requefted that 
he would fuiFer me to remain in my prefent 
apartments till after the fale of Boer^'s effects : 
for the houfe was ftill completely furniflied, as 
he had taken with him fuch things only as hi$ 
voyage rendered abfolutely neceflary. 

WKen the fale at length took place, it proved/ 
beyond any thing that had preceded it, the 
general efteem which the ex- fifcal had enjoyed 
at the Cape. The defire which every body 
^It of ppfleffing fome portion of his effe<£is, 
r^ifed them to a price greatly above their value. 
Among his friends there was even a warm con* 
tentiop who (hould have fuch articles of the 
furniture as had been particularly appropriated 
to his perfonal ufe. All confidered it as a duty 

to 
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to have one lot at kaft ; and I faw, with pe* 
culiar fatisf^£tion, in the countenance of each, 
as they bore away their purchafes, a regret for 
the perfon to whom tbey had belonged. 

Previous to this fale, the colonel had afked 
me to accompany him in an experiment that 
he was defirous of making in order to afcer- 
tain the pofition and bearings of the Piquet 
mountaini as viewed from the Table mountain. 
The project wa« no fooner known in the town, 
than a number of officers belonging to the 
different regiments of the garrifon requefted 
they might accompany us. Of thefe perfon- 
ages fome had no other inducement than that 
of enjoying, as mere lookers-on, the fpedlacle 
of his labour, and others were idlers at a lol^ 
how to employ the day. The firft would be 
perfectly recompenfed with the fight of a 
magnificent profpe<3:, and the laft with being 
able to fay, on their return to Europe, that 
they ha-d been at the top of the famous Table, 
Though a troop like this would be more in- 
commodious than ufeful, he yet acquiefced ; 
and we fet out, at day-break, with the pe^ef- 
fary inftrument6. A moft fortunate circum- 
ibuice favoured our operation : the fky, dur- 
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Ing the whole day, was perfedly fcrene, and^ 
what is infinlttply rare, not a fingle cloud upon 
the Table mountain came to annoy us. 

Upon this occafion I experienced the enjoy* 
pient of a particular felicity ; which was that 
of having killed, upon the platform of the 
mountain, a bird of a new fpecies, which, till 
that moment, I had not feen in Africa, and 
which I have never met with fince. It was 
the rock black-bird. I brought it with me to 
Europe ; it conftitutes at prefent an article ia 
my coUediion, and will form, in the Ornithology 
that I ihall foon publifli, a new and interefting 
fpecies, not unwoirthy the attention of the 
naturalift. 

A bird killed fo near the town, and at the 
fanie tinie new to all the inhabitants of the 
Cape, muft have been a ftranger to the place 
where I found it. I fufpe£t it to have emigrated 
from that range of rocks and mountains, which, 
from their refemblance to thofe of the north 
of Europe, bear the name of the Norwegian 
fttountaius^ and which, detaching themfelves 
from the Table mountain, and ftretching to the 
fouih, form what is called xh^ foutbern point of 
^rica^ Many perfon? have had the curiofity 

tp 
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to vifit this point, but they hscvc arrived at- it 
either l>y the fea-fide or by the route of Con-, 
flantiaand Falfe-Bay. I, ontlie contrary, was 
defirous of finding my way thither along the 
top of the nK)untains themfelves. ^ 

So new an enterprife feemed to promife me 
curious and unknown objeds, I had nothing 
to dread on my journey but extreme fatigue, 
and the confideration of fucb an inconveni* 
ence was little calculated to flop me. 

A friend lent me two negroes, to whom I 
added a Hottentot, and I divided amoiig them 
the labour of carrying my camp equipage, my 
carbine, a cloak, powder and fhot, fome dried 
provifions, and, in fliort, what appeared to me 
to be abfolutely indifpenfable ; for, being obli- 
ged continually to afcend and defcendj it was 
ncceflary that we fliould have no incumbrance. 
As for me, 1 carried my double-barrelled fufee, 
had two piftols in my girdle, and was followed . 
by three dogs, the choiceft of my pack. 

It was thus equipped, and favoured by the 
moft beautiful weather, that I repaired to the 
fummit of the Table mountain. 

Seen from afar, and at a certain diftance, 
this mountain feems to terminate in a flat top ; 

• and 
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and hence has arifen the name of Table given 

to it by mariners and travellers^ Its fummit, 

* 

however, as I have already faid, is far from 
being a plain. Interfeded throughout by 
enormous cavities, it at the fame time appears 
rugged with ridges, eminences, and high rocks j 
which, by their Grumbling dowfii an4 the 
changes they undergo, atteft how much they 
have loft their primitive form. Its longeft 
fide is that which looks towards the town. 
Not being provided with inftruments, it was 
impoffible forme to meafure the extent of it 
cxadly. I however attempted it by walking 
federal times over it ; and I 6bferved that each 
time I went from the eaftern to the oppofite 
wcftern extremity, it required nearly twenty 
minutes: which certainly indicates a quarter of 
a league in length, at leaft. 

While employed in my meafurement, my 
good forttine rendered me a fpedator of an in- 
terefting phenomenon, which the curious have 
often fought to obferve on the mountaiq, but 
which does not always prefent itfelf to the eye 
of the beholder with the fame magnificence : 
1 mean the formation of one of thofe fouth- 
eafterly fform^, produced by the accumulation 

^ of 
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of clouds on the fummit of thti Tabic, whicii 
is vulgarly (Jailed it% peruke^ as I hare already^ 
laid in my firft Travels. 

This phenomenon I mud here deicribei but 
in the mod accurate manner^ left the effed: 
ihould be taken for the caUfe^ and that which 
belongs to the one afcribed to the othen It 
was preceded by a train of fog, which we faW 
brufhing over the furface of the fea, and which 
advanced towards us, pafilng over Table-Bay^ ' 
Its approach announced to me a moil dreadful 
tempeft ; but I rejoiced that I was able to be^ 
hold and ftudy at this height the progrefs of fb 
beautiful a fpedacle, at the hazard of fome tri^-^ 
fiing inconvenienceSi which could not be put, in 
competition with the advantages Iwas about td 
derive from obfervations, which, no circuixi- 
dances perhaps would ever put it in my powef 
.to repeat, if I fufFeredthe prefent opportunity^ 
which prefcnted itfelf fo fortunately, to efcape. 
Without delay, therefore, I pitched my tent 
towards the eall,and as near as poilibleto that 
part of the mountain, which, already feparated 
fronqi the Table by the progreffive and continual 
crumbling down of fragments from the adion 
of the winds and the rain, is known by the 

I particular 
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' partixrtilar name of, the Devil momAaia, and 
which is tending more and more to becomo 
kifulated frbm the large mafs^ 

The train of fog foon covered the whole 
valley from Falfe-Bay to the bottom of the 
mountains, and at length entirely deprived u$ 
of the view of the charming landfcape of Con« 
ftantia, Nieuwknd and Ronde-Bofeh; after 
which, becoming apparently larger, it fooo; 
reached the Table ;: and, in lefs than two hoiirs^ 
increafed to that degree that it not only covered 
the fpace which feparated us from the Devil 
mountain, but enveloped us alfo on all fides* 
This mill was fo denfe that it was impoffible 
to* diflinguifh any thing at the diflance of a 
foot from us, -The atmofphere, however,, 
notwithftanding the movement of this great 
body of vapour, did not feem difturbed. I 
could not perceive a breath of wind ; but, ia 
return^ my clothes were infenfibly foaked 
through. 

I have feveral times had an opportunity of 
remarking, that, when thefe clouds fpread 
themfelves over the Table mountain,, they 
covered only the eaftern part of it, w^hile the 
wcftern remained pure and untouched^ I knew 

alfo. 
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alfo, and I have ftud elfcwhere, that, dunng 
thefefogs, a planter, who feta out from the 
town in order to go to Falfe- Bay, may make 
his choice either to walk under a fcorch- 
ing fun, by proceeding to the weft, or to ex-^ 
. pofe hi nifelf to continual rain by advancing on 
the oppofite fide. But, as I was upon the 
inountain at the moment when the cloud was 
condenfing itfelf I could eafily afcertain what 
part was covered, and what was not ; and 
being even enveloped in it I had nothing to 
do but to walk forwards till I got out of it. 
This I did, proceeding towards the eaft of the 
plain, when I found myfelf expofed to the 
rays of an ardent fun, and under a fky in every 
part ferene. 

My eyes were now gratified with a view of 
the moft beautiful horizon I had ever beheld. 
I could diftinguifh all the plantations which 
decorate the Tiger mountain, Elauw-'Berg, 
Groene-Kloof and the Piquet mountain ; the 
town lay almoft perpendicular under my feet; 
but when, with my perfpeftive glafs, I looked 
at the weather-cocks of the houfes, I obfervcd 
that they were turned in every diredion, which 
indicated that the greateft calmnefs prevailed 

there, 



-^««i 



.A I? R I C A, 11^ 

■lihttti k6 t«rell as on the mountain, Where there 
had nbt been the leaft iiiovement m the air, 
cfince the leaVeS of* the trees repofed in pro- 
found tranquillity* 

The bay difplay^d a fpeftacle ftlll more 
aftonifhlilgi The northern part of it tvas ex- 
. pofed, at that time, to a very violent guft ojf 
wind, which did not extend to the fcfufheril 
part. Thus, three fhips in the latter feemed 
to enjoy a perfedl calm, while all thbfe which 
Were at anchor in the other, were agitated by 
a furious blaft. From this ftriking contraft, 
and I might almoll fay incredible, in fo fmall 
a fpace, there refultcd a very great difference 
in the colour of the water. This double efFe<fi 
appeared to ipe like a magic pifture ; for it 
exhibited as it wete in the fame frame, and 
without any interval^ at once a calm and a 
tempeft. ^ ' 

The ,coriclu(ioiis I drew from it are as fol- 
lows J The wind, which ha^ taken its rife on 
the furface of the Indian ocean, blowing with 
-violence, entered by Falfe Bay, pafled to the 
TTable Bay only through the defile' that fepa- 
rates the two hays, and followed its diredlibii 
in the northern part of the harbour, while the 

Vpjt. L I projeftioa 
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j>roje(aion .formed by the mount^j^ toward* 
the Gape, ^nd at the Cape itfclf, de^Aed the 
greater part of its force. It cannot be fgid, 
therefore, that the coHe6lion of clouds on the 
ibuth-weft, which are accumulated over the 
/Table mqimtain, and which thence precipitate 
*themfelves over the town, occafK>n there thqfe 
^rious blafts of wind, fo inconvenieat and^ 
the fame time fo falubrious to the inhabitants of 
jthe Cape j for I have fecn the greateft tranqwV 
lity prevail, not only in the town, but in all 
that part of the, harbour, which, being oppofite 
to the diredion of the mountain, muft naturally 
ihelter them on that fide. During the whole 
time I refided at the Cape, I indeed always re- 
marked that the hurricane was never by any 
mqans fo violent when the clouds remained in a 
ftate of ftagnation, and, as it werp, fufpended 
over the fummit of the mountain : the fame 
cireumftance happens in all the interior parts 
pf Africa*; and every where, in fliort, where 
great heights oppofe a barrier to this impetu- 
oifls wind. 

^. .About, ope in the afternoon^ judging that 
the cloiid had attained its maximum of increafe, 

I. retired from it in order to furvey it in a more 
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fevpurable point of vieWt ^n<i ito ftfc!?rt^in, if 
Jpoffible, its .height. At ^ dl^mf^P ;U.!?xbiWt?d 
the appcurahce of a mafs of fog, forqed togc- 
•thet and compr^flkd by its o!wn weight. It3, ^^- 
tremitics, or uppef and lower edges,, were very 
apparent. J could perfedly dit^ipgijifli Where 
it terminated, and I can afiirm that; its height 
WASJiQt rnqre' than fifty or/ixty feet. . 

The iharp and elaftioir .Of;the Biountam 
'h»d glyen me fo keen an appelite^ .that, how* 
ever refplyed I was to. cdntinwe wy: obferva- 
tions during the jfemaindetr of the day, I was 
obliged to fufp^d theoi for a » while, that I 
might go and take fome refreflinlent in my 
tent: but fcarcely had I again entered the fog 
when I felt a light wind, exceedingly cold 
and cuttiqg, which had not exifted in the 
mornings It was fo weak, indeed, that I af- 
cribed it to the motion of the vapour, which 
<:ontinued ftill increafmg. As it, however, oc- 
jcafioned me fbme inconvenience, and I was 
here lefs than any where elfe in a fitUation to 
continue my refearches, I caufed my tent to 

be removed, and went to pitch it at theeaftern 
extremity of" the plain. 

■ My .negroes and my Hottentot being, totally 

I 2 ufelefs 
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uCblefs to me in the bufinefs I was engaged ih^ 

I was defirous of deriving fom^ other benefit 

from them, by employing them, for the reft of 

• the day, to fearch on the mountain for a pr-e- 

"• tended monument, refpe£feing the evidence q& 

' which I had long been tormented. • 

Kolben fays, that in 1680 the governor 
Van der Stel having made an excurfion to the 
Table mountain, in company with feveral 
ladies of the Capei and particularly the lady 
of the governor of the Indies ; and being defi- 
rous of leaving to pbfterity a folemn raonil- 
tnent of thie party of pleafure, and of the great 
efforts made by his young companions, he cau^ 
fed to be ereded on the fpota column orpynb- . 
mid, with an jafcription proper to tranfmit to 
after ages the remembrance of his great name. 
The author even enters into details, and relates 
particular circum fiances of this journey, to ia- 
duce the reader to give credit to it : but notwith- 
ftanding the diligent fearch made by my compa- 
nions, they found not the fmalleft veft^e of this 
pretendjcd column ; which, if the ftoigr of it be 
true,mufteither have been deftroyed by time|Or 
fome other hand inimical to ,fuch eredions. • 
I ftiir.cbntinued to follow all the move- 

. . ments 
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TOchts of th«. cldud. . Part of it' had detached 
itf^lf,. and,, pafling through; the hollow which 
fepai^ates the Devil from the Table mountain, - 
proceeded to fettle />n the back ^of the latter, 
where 4t appeared fu^fpended, as 4a a ftate of 
il^gnation, without having any further .comaau- 
nication with the grand mafs. Aboiut five 
o'clock this detached part feemedtobe prefled 
down, and to havebeoDme heavier. I imagined 
that it was going to precipitate itfelf on thetewn, 
and to occafiion there one of thofe hurricanes 
£0 common at the Cape in the months of 
March and April, but uncommon at the feafon 
when I obferved it. I was, however, deceivedl 
Without diminifliing • in height, it moved 
t)eyond the flat f^immils, ^efceeded below its 
edgeS) and, winding along the declivity, rqoined 
^he plo^ at the Devil mountain^ with which 
it became confounded, fo that they were again 
formed into one. All this was effedked with- 
out the leaft diforder in the air. The harbour 
itfelf ceafed to be agitated by the wind ; and fo. 
•univerfal was the calm, as to make me renounce 
dk\ hopes .ef a -ftorm, with the figlurt of which I 
ifliould have been highly gratified ; but which, 
S>v its effects, woyld have afforded -no iuch 

I i eam^fem^^t 
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amufement to the inhabitants of the town, Whcr 
y^trt not equally interefted in making obfer- 

vationsonit 

The a][)proach of night made me fome a- 
mends for* this dilappointment, by prefenting 
a very different piaure, lefs uncommon, in- 
deed, but perhaps more fublime than the grand 
tempeft with the fight of which I had flattered 
myfelf. The pidure I mean, was the fuq^ 
fetting in the ocean. One might have faid, 
that it was the arrival of the mafter of nature 
^t the boundaries of the world. I faw this 
globe of fire plunge with majefty below the 
waters, and vaniQi from my fight. How en-t 
chanting was the fpedacle he prefented to my 
aftonifhed eyes ; when, fweeping the furface of 
the deep, he feemed all of a fudden to embrace 
the abyfs, in order to regain, as Offian fays; th? 
vaft palace of darknefe^ On his approach, the 
waves raifed their agitated heads to be gilded by 
his light ; but their colours, illunninated by his 
-rays, infenfibly died away, and totally vaniftied 
the inftant he difappeared. The ocean was no 
longer enlightened, but the immenfe veil of 
iploiids which had colleddd on theeafi:, (R!l re- 
fleded his flames from its upper fu|-f;^cc, Th eit 
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wbcde* mafs reprcfented mountains oT fnowj, 
and thdr top. difpdayed a zone rjefplendeQt 
with all the colours of the rainbow. This 
ipedtade lafted only for a moment ; biit at the 
diftante^abojut thirty leagues to the north| 
the Piqitet mountain?, flill higher than the 
Table mountain, rttained^ for fome tinie, the 
Jiight Q^^ their majeftic tops, that feemed to pro- 
J€^ from the purple and violet ground of the 
fky. They might hav* been ftyled light- 
jhoufes, deftined to enlighten the interior parts 
of the continent during the obfcurity of the 
jiight. How little k msLU io this exalted height, 
and bow wretched are his paffions whten he 
compares h^mfelf with im menfity ! 

On the approach of d^rknefs, the baboon* 
}iad retired to their holes ; the vialtures had 
quitted the plain, and returned to the rocks.: 
fom^ ftnall birds only ftill ^u^red a^roiiind me, 
and, fcatterecl over the fhnabs and Vkc bufhes, 
were celebrating with thek concerts the clofe 
. of fo beautiful a day. Their fong died away 
with the twilight^ obfcurity gave up the moun- 
tain to funereal birds of prey ; and I, thought- 
'ful and melancholy, returned to my 4:ent,- 
??vbiclx my people had alreadj furrounded with 

14 a large 
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a large fire, for the purpofe of keeping s^t a dlfi 
tance noxious and deftrudive animals that 
fliun the light. 

I had reafon to txpeCt that I fliould meet on 
the mountain with a kind of enemy flili mora 
dangerous than thefe animals : I mean thoie 
fugitive flaves who quit their mailers' habita^ 
tion to refide among the rocks^ and who take 
advantage of the night to plunder the neigh* 
bounng plantations, I had to fear, that fome of 
thefe deferiers might be concealed in my neigh- 
bourhood, and that, favoured by the darknefs, 
they might attempt to furprife or attack me. I 
had, however, taken theneceflary precautiorrs; I 
was too well armed to dread fuch a combat; and 
the vigilance of my three dogs, ftill more than 
jny fires, enabled me to repofe during the whole 
night in feciirity. 

The fog became fo moift that, when day ap- 
peared, I felt ipyfelf in my tent quite pene-<« 
.trated with cold, notwitbftanding a very thick 
cloak which I had wrapped round me, and 
with which I was entirely covered. If fuch 
was my fituation, it may be judged what my 
people muft have fufFered. To recover from 
Ijiy numbnefsj I determined to remove to 4 
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part of the mountain M^here I cbiiceived there 
would be no fog. Iespe£ted to find the funtherer^ 
as I had found him the preceding day ; but, the 
cloud had partly covered him, and he did not 
make his appearance till He bad pafled the me* 
ridkn. While waiting for his arrival to warm 
mc, I traverfcd the -platform with my fufee, 
hoping CO procure fome provifions, if I found 
any game in my way. I, however, faw only 
fome vultures, which, perched on the edge of 
their holes, benumbed by the cold, and foakcd 
with the dew, were alfo waiting for the fun to 
dry themfelves and take their flight. In this 
condition, they feemed to be incapable of mov* 
ing their wings, and fufiered me to approach 
almoll plofe to them, 1 killed feveral of them ; 
and when the fun had re-appeared, and 1 felt 
myfelf warmed, I ordered one to be rqafted, 
iotending to dine upon it with my people ; 
but the fmell was fo difguiling, and the tafle (b 
det^^able, that I could not endure it. My 
tvv o negroes alfo loathed it; and even my dogs, 
after having fmelled to it, turned away without 
touching it. My Hottentot alone ate of it ; 
and to him jit was tolerable/ bccaufj^ it was 

When 
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When we had dried ourfeiv5» thdrcftighly, 
we ftruck the tent ; and defcendiag on the fGuth^^ 
i^aft fide of the T^\c mountain, 1 tAadk mj 
Way through the thorns and buOies to tht 
Falfe-Lidn'shead ; /or fuch is the name of a 
mountain unfortunately celebrated by fome 
ikipwrecks, and very juftly dreads by ma* 
rin^rs. To underftand this, it muft be recoi>- 
fefted that, as 1 have already fcveral times obi- 
ferved^ thei'e is another mountain called the 
iiibn's-he^d, which is alatid- mark to pilots comb- 
ing froto Europe to the Cape. The fdif^ head 
takes its name from the refemblance it ha^ td 
the real head, though it is not fo high ; and 
this conformity is fo much the more da^igerou^, 
iais, tiear this mountain, there, is another, which^ 
terminating in a flat like the Table, rejMrdents, 
whe& feen from a diftance at fea^ the weftern 
fece of the latteR In foggy weatfcer, if the 
pilot, deceived by this refemblance, makes 
Vo*rard6 the knd^ thinking to enter the bay of 
the Gape, he is loft, as his veffd is fure to be 
Ikanded on the fand^banks of the ftioar^. There 
is, however, a fufe and infallible mark to dif^ 
dnfitfifh. them, which I think it mjrdutyto 
point out. The Lion's- Jiead is $ota.lly ixifulated 
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on the north fide j there bemg onlf fthe back 

part of the Lion-mountain, in that.qiiarter, 

that can (how.itfelfi and which is confiderably 

lowgr; while the falfe head feemsto adhere 

without interraption to a chain of monnCaias 

which, on" the norths becomes united with the 

Table mountain, and, on the fouth, extends to 

the poitit of Afric^ where it forms the pro- 

jnontbry. In very hazy weather, indeed, the 

mark I have here pointed out becomes ufelefs; 

becaufc, the body of the mountains being then 

involved in fogs, their fummits only which are 

above the vapour can fhow themfelves. But 

in that cafe there is another certain mark of 

diftindion. The Lion's-head having on its 

northern fide no other mountain fo high as it- 

felf, its top muft be feen alcmein that quarter ; 

whereas the falfe head having, towards the 

north, Other fummits equally elevated, thefe 

fummits and that of the falfe head muft be 

feen at the fanicjirae. If the pilot, therefore, 

uncertain which of the two heads he perceives, 

fees to the north of that head, and in the fame 

line, the tops of other mountains, he cannot be 

miftaken ; it is the falfe head which prefents 

jtfelf J but if h? qbferves nothing on the 

northern 
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northern fide of the point, and if tof the mo;ixn« 
tains he diftinguifhes it he the laft towards the 
north, it is the neal head ; for the rump of the 
Lion, which fonns part of it, is low, and wlii/en. 
ieen cannot he miftakem It will readily be 
jsemarkad that thefe appearatices can occur ocily 
to vefliels which, coming from Europe or tKe 
Indies, find themfelves to the fouthward of tlie 
entrance of the baj : thoCe which are. more to 
the north have a quite dif&rent view ; and ia 
that ca{e it is impofiibk for theiA to fee the falie 
liead, as they muft then perceive the mountains 
of the Cape, fufh, s^lmoft, as they ^re her^ ro- 
prefented ; for when I took the view of ^di-era 
I was upon Roben ifland. With regard to 
the other view, that was alfo taken on my ar- 
rival at the Cape ; but, the drawing having beea 
torn in two, I loft a part of it. I have, how- 
ever, fubjoined here the nemaining part, which 
extends only to the Falfe Table. ^ 

I (hall not enlarge upon the iraportance of 
thefe'obfervations.: to publiih them is, in my 
opinion, ferving the caufe of humanity j aQ4 
had my voyage, after fo much eypence and 
fatigiic, been produdive of no other good tham 
that of prffventin^ a fmgle Aipwrcck, I fl^ouM 
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have kpplstuded myfelf duxing my whole life 
for mndertakitig k^ . • ^ 

From the Table mountain^ t^ the Falfe head 

J every where obferved, throughout th« whole 

. tra£t X)f country that I traVerfed^ a great hoamw 

bcr of birds of the fpecies of the blackbird, the 

thruCh, and the Mack and yellow biitd^; and 

after paffiog the latter mountain, a number of 

bee-eaters, of the kind which are found in the 

ibuthern provinces of France, iand in Italy. At 

the Cape,: as in.Europf, tbefe/charming wiiaged' 

.animals >rq Ijirds^-of paflage. .They flew about 

-in thoufaada-befoiJe mt in the valley, and fettled 

in flocks pn the ibufhes and fhrubs with which 

it is covered. .Under> other circfymftances^ their 

.beauty would have been a fiifficienj: m olive 

with me to feek for them, but at that time their 

exquifite tafte was the temptation ; and witlx' 

the advantage aiforded me by their numbers, 

a few difcharges of my fufee direded into a 

buflx procured a fupply of provifion for myfelf 

and people for a whole day. 

Their abundance in this place aftoni^ed me 
the more, as I had obferved many birds of 

* See the note in page 259, Vol. I.of the Author V former 

travels. T*. 

prey 
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. j)re7 of die haifTJc Jcind, whi(4|^attackefd tKeicfl 
without mercy. The valley abounded too 
with a pnodigious quantity s>f green ferpents, 
of from four to five feet in length. It was the 
liumidity of the foil that attrad:ed thefe reptiles, 
which was alfo favourable to their increafe. The 
multitude and fize of them gave me cio 4ittle 
<unea(inefs ; and I had the mor6 reafon ,to be* 
lievc them venomous, as my dogs, which 
-generally went brfore me in the bu&es, now 
ranged themfelves all three behind rnie, an<3 
advanced with feeming fear. To afibre my- 
felf ofwhat I had to dread from Aefc ene- 
mies, I killed one, and examining its mouth I 
ikw with joy that they were not dangerous- 
:For once my dogs ' were deceived ; their in- 

« 

. ftindl was in fault ; and I afcribed the error tb 
' the gradual change effedled in thefe domeftic 
animals by education : wild dogs I am certain 
would not have thus been miftaken. 

Another canfe of urieafinefs, and one that 
appeared well founded, -ftill alarmed me : I 
mean the want of water on the tops of the 
mountains which I intended to traverfe, there- 
by to proceed to the promontory of Africa. I 
was fearful I fliould be obliged to renounce my 

defign, 



^4^g.^f ^^ ^^•!?Hg^ not be diQant ^qbx %ri0g$ 
wiJ ftreams, flf fbj;ee4 to fjefcen^ jcpatijayallj 
from eminences to quench pur tliirft in i)^ 
yalieys, which would hav^ occ^ftone^ at t-he 
fame time much fatigue and mjich languor. 
We had already ;en9ugh to fuffer from the cpp-r 
tinual afcending and defcending. reqiiir.ed in 
pafling.from onemountam to another, witlipuc 
hfing ftill forced to repeat feveral times a-day^ 
under a fcorcbing. fun, this laboa-ious. ex^rcife. 
Happily however it wa3 not o.eceGary, Durirj^ 
the five d^y? that. my journey lafted^ I found 
in .the clifta .and holes of the rocks fome excelr 

' ' • * 

lent rain water, and thefe fmall natural, ciftems , 
w^re fuflScie^tly qumerou^, an4 bad a fufBcient 

abundance far all. our wabta. 

■ . 

From the foot of the Table mountain to the 
point of Africa, thediftance is generally reckoned^ 
by the;commonroute,tobeeight leagues; I made 
it^ by my windings'and turnings, from twenty. \ 
five to thirty : but I experienced no obftacle, 
and I qt length arrived at the formidable pro- 
montory, the moft celebrated and moft ftormy 
of all thofe of the antient world. The dangers 
of il fea almoft always raging occafioned it to 
be called, by the firft Portuguefe navigators, 

the 
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the Cape of Tempefts; a fatal ajppellatioff^ 
for which they foon aftet fubftituted the more 
cohfoling one of the Cape of Good Hope ; 
when, upon opetiitig to their fight the Indian 
ocean, it prefented to their barbarous avarice 
the poflfeffion and treafures of the rrcheft coun* 
try in the univerfe 

Placed on a fpot'of the globe the nioft fa* 
Vourable, perhaps, for the grand fpedtacles of 
nature ; I had on my tight the Atlantic, on 
my left the Indian, and before me the South* 
ern ocean j which, breaking with fury at my 
feet, feemed as if defirous of attacking the 
whple chain of mountains, and of fwallowing 
up Africa* To render more nJagnifrcent the 
fublime effefl: of this pidure, I hid only one 
wi(h to make ; which was, to behold one of 
thofe tornadoes that gave rife to the,firft ap* 
pellation of the promontory. For feveraf 
hours I entertained hopes of this gratificationy 
upon feeing long trains of fog raifed by the 
wind from the furface of the fea ; but my ex:- 
pe<3:ations were foon fruftrated, and the air 
became fo pure and calm that I could Vefy 
clearly diftinguifli, at the eaftern extremity of 
Falfe Bay, the famous Cape of Needles ; which^ 

when 
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\(rhen feamen have the misfortune to miC* 
calculate their longitude, expofes them to cer- 
tain fhipwreck, and where were loft, among 
others, the ambafladofs fent by the king of 
Slam to the king of Portugal. 

Notwithftandingthe ferenity which prevailed 
in the heavens, the fea experienced a degree 
of agitation. Its f welling, oppofed to feveral 
contrary currents, rendered it alfo noify. The 
furgeshad not that majeftic regularity, in which^ 
in happier clime.% we f^e them roll towards 
the fhore ; there, one after another, to vanifti : 
a too faithful pidlure of life, and of the anni- 
hilation which follows it : on the contrary, 
broken againft each other, they, daflied thcm^ 
felves in confufion upon thofe fhoals and rocks 
fo often buffeted by tempefts.' 
, As they reached the fliore, the waves threw 
out a number of fhells, and, among others, the 
nautilus papyraceus. Defirous of procuring 
fome of thefe univalves, fo delicate and tender, 
I went down to the fliore ; but I foon per?- 
ceived that none of thetyi were perfect, being all 
cither broken and mutilated, or elfe blackened 
by the putrefadion of the dead animal. Ob- 
ferving fome alite, which the waves evcrj^ 

Vol, I. K now 
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jfiow and then prefentcd to our view, my pro- 
pic waded into the Water to catch them ; but 
the moment thfcy approached their hands, 
the fliell inftantly funk, and, with all the art 
they employed, they could Hot get hold even 
of one ; the inftin£k of the animal fhewed 
itfelf to be more fubtle than they, and obliged 
thern to give up the attempt. Amufed as much 
as difappointed by this dexterity, I called my 
fifhermcn, who returned not a little afhamed 
at being out-witted by a fhelUfiih. More fuc- 
cefsful than they, I had the good fortune to 
kill fcveral marine birds of the fpecies of the 
fea-gull and fea-fwalibw. One of the latter, 
chara£terifed by a large bill of the colour of 
red coral, will form among my defcriptions a 
new fpecies, entirely unknown to ornitho- 
logifts.^ 

Befides thefe birds, we faw foaring above 
the fca, and as far as our fight 'could extend, 
a prodigious mimber of white boobies *, which, 
with their wings folded and their necks ftretch-' 
ed out, fuffered themfefVes to drop heavily 

• The fame fpecies has been defcribed by Buffon under 
the name of fou de Bajfan. " See Us planches enlumineeSf 
plate 278. 

from- 
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froift the (ky^ likie fb many rhafles of lead, 
Upon the fifh Which they obferved in the 
Water. At the fame time the albatroffes and 
frigats, 'more nimble in their motions, feized 
-Iheir prey, while brufhing the furface of the 
Waves with an eafy and rapid flight j and the 
jpelican^ with his huge body and broad- webbed 
feet, fwam majeftically along, fiJIihg his capa- 
cious gullet with the fmall fry, which he fiflied 
for with folemn gravity. Having, with a few 
difcharges of my fufee, difperfed all thefe 
winged tribes to a diftance, I fetiredi. 

My tAfte for new objeds led me to avoid 
i-etutnihg to the town by the way I had come^ 
I knew that in the ileighboufhood of Falfe, and 
hear Simdn's Bay, there were barracks, Where 
a detachment of troops from the garrifon was 
ialways ftatiotied. A poft fo diftant from the 
Cape is a kind of exile^ during a great part of 
the year, to the men who are fetit thither ; and, 
for this reafon, cafe is taken every three months 
to relieve them. 

At that time, the commandant of this dreary 
defert was an officer whom I had often had an 

m 

lopportunity. of feeing at the houfe of Boers* 
t was therefore defirous of paying him a vifit, 

K a and 
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and of taking advantage of this occafioa to t%* 
amine at leifure the bottom of the Bay. He 
not only received me with cordiality, but, upon 
the pretext that it was ncceflary to arrange the 
fmall coileftion of infeds and birds which had 
been the fruit of my journey, prefled me to 
fpend a few days with him. Wifhing to vifit 
Cape Falfe, and the fhores oppofite the Bay, I 
accepted his invitation, and the next morning 
early a fifliing-boat that I met with conduced 
me thither. In traverfing this quarter, I beheld 
with aftonifhment thofe immenfe hills of fhells 
and fand which, manifeftly formed by the fca^ 
afterwards ferved it as a fhore, and are at pre- 
fent at a confiderable diftance from it. Thefc 
undoubted monuments of its abode convinced 
me, that this fea penetrated formerly to what 
is now a part of the main land, and that it role 
there to a great height ; that it has fince very 
confiderably retired, and, confequently, that it 
daily lofes ground, though it appears that it 
ought * daily to gain, by the frequency of the 
ftorms, and the violence of the winds, which 
inc^flantly drive it towards the coafts. After 
my return from this trip, I fpent two, days more 
with the commandant. Six hours, at mod, 

were 
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virere all that would be heceflary for me to re- 
turn to the Cape by the ordinary route ; but I 
contented myfelf with fending back the two 
negroes, that had been lent me, loaded with 
the various objcfls I had collefted, and returned 
myfelf by the margin of the fea-fliore, follow- 
ing the windings of the bays and creeks, be- 
ginning at the point of the nautili, and ending 
on the fide at the weft. 

This journey, notwithftanding its (hort du- 
ration, was attended with fatigues which I had 
not forefeen. At every ftep, fome obftacle or 
other wasfure to intervene. Here aprojeding 
rock prefented itfelf» and there I was obliged to 
clamber a precipice with my Hottentot, ailift-^ 
ing each other in turns, anc^ continually ex- 
pofing ourfelves to the rifk of flipping, and of 
being thereby precipitated into the abyfs below. 
At one time, a rapid declivity oppofed our de- 
fcenr, and we had no refource but that of com- 
mitting ourfelves to its mercy, by gliding down 
on our backs, in danger of being mangled and 
torn by our fall. At another, after much toil 
and labour, I found myfelf flopped by fome 
creek or piece of water, which, forcing itfelf 
between two high rocks, blocked up my pat 

K 3 fage, 
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fage, and obliged me to make long an dweart* 
fome turnings, the le^ft inconvenience of which 
was i mortifying lofs of time. 

My journey, however, was at length hap-» 
pily accompliflied. But it is not here that I 
fliall give the refult of it. The excurfion which 
I made afterwards, as far as the tropic, enabled 
me to become acquainted with other circum- 
ilances of a fimilar nature, and to convince 
myfelf, that not only the fouthem point of 
Africa, but alfo its interior mountains at a great 
diftance within the land, have in part been co- 
vered by the fea. At Ibme future period I 
ihall publifti my remarks and refledions upon 
this fqbjed ; at prefent I fhall content myfelf 
with 6bferving, that the ideas I have hefe fug- 
geftcd become fo evident, upon vifiting the 
coafts of the colony, that they have ftruck even 
the Hottentots thcinf<flves ; and it i^ probable 
that the Table, as well as the two neighbouring 
mountains, and all thofe which form the chain 
fcxtending to the promontory, vvere formerly 
$xi ifland, feparated from the continent by an 
arm of the fea, which reached from Table ta 
Palfe Bay, and formed a jundion betwieen 
ik^mi U ;s hardly poiuble to j;eMe to thiat 
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conjefture the force of truth, when we furvcy 
the low plain, and fee that it confifts of nothiog 
but a mixture of fand and Ihelis half decom* 

pofed. 

To this evident fad I Ihall add another, 
which w, that this part of Africa, which 
I affirm, and with great reafon, to have 
heen an ifland^ has formed three very diftin^ 
ones. I had a proof of this in croffiiig the 
chain of mountains of granite, of which I 
have before fpoken. I obferved there tWo 
long defiles, lying in a diredion from eaft to 
weft^ and which, it is probable, were formerly 
ftrait*. That which ends at the bottom of 
Falfe Bay, is ilill covered with a fand-hill ; the 
oth^r terminates at Baie-aux-Bois (woody 
bay,^ To point them out to the reader, I 
have taken care to dot them m my chart. la 
ihort, being on different levcli?, it cannot be 
doubted that they were formed at different 
periods. However ancient may be that epoch, 
there is one ftill more remote ; when the Table 
mountain itfelf, elevated as it is .above the level 
of the ocean, foems neverthelefs to have been 
partly covered by its watera. 

As to the natur^ btflory of ^lis part of 

K 4 Africa 



136 TRAVELS IN 

Africa which 1 travelled, I will freely confefir, 
that I had formed of it too extravagant an 
idea ; for, of birds, I found no other kinds than 
are to be met with in abundance through the 
whole diftria of Conftantia, Ronde^Bofch, and 
Nieuw^land ; where they may be obtained with 
lefs trouble than on thofe lofty mountains, 
which arefo difficult to be climbed. One alone 
feemed to prefer a habitation among thefe fteep 
rocks ; which was a particular kind of wood- 
pecker, of the fize of our green wood-pecker, 
and with a reddi(h belly. Nature, who does 
not confine herfelf to general rules, and who 
takes pleafure in attending to the minuteft de- 
tails, fporting with the fyftems of our metho- 
dical naturalifts, has given to this red-beUied 
wood-pecker, habits the very reverfe of what 
are obfcrvable in all other birds that we know 
of the fame fpecies ; for it never climbs trees, 
but perches itfelf, like other winged animals, 
upon the branches, and feeks its food in the 
earth, into which it forces its bill, and its long 
tongue, armed with a dart, to drag out its 
prey, in the fame manner as other wood-peck- 
ers do on worm-eaten trunks. 

The only quadrupeds that inhabit thefe 

6 , heights, 
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heights, befide baboons, are the Kaitnji di the 
Hottentots, or Klip-fpringer of the Dutch 
planters, a fpecies of antelope, found only on 
the moft inacceffible rocks, and of which I (hall 
fpeak clfewhere. In the low bottoms and val- 
leys, and particularly upon the borders of the 
fmall rivulet that pours itfclf into Baie-^aux-Bois^ 
are found {om^Qrys-boc^ and D^^yi^rr, two (pe- 
des that I have formerly mentioned. 

Every evening I heard the roaring of hyaenas, 
but I never met with any of them in the courfc 
of the day. Once only I had a partial view 
of a panther, among the fand-hills in the neigh* 
bourhood of Falfe Bay. I faw alfo fome par- 
tridges of that large fpecies, very imprcjperly 
called at the Cape, pheafants. Shrubs and plints 
are very numerous on the mountains ; but of 
thefe enough has been already faid by Thum- 
berg, Paterfon, and Sparmann. 

Upon quitting the lodging I had occupied 
at the Cape, in the houfe of Boers, I accepted 
one from Colonel Gordon, though it was pro- 
bable that my plans would fufFer me to remain 
in it only for a very fhort time. 

Scarcely had I taken pofleflion of it, when I 
began top repare for my departure, and gave 

even 
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even fomc orders xefpeding my carriages and 
<:aH}e : but the Colonei, who was acquainted 
with the country through which I.was about 
to commence my journey, and who had traveW 
led over a part of it, flopped me in my career, 
by afluring me that, if I departed before the 
rainy feafon arrived, I (hould find only parched 
and barren deferts, where I (hould infallibly 
die of thirft, with my whole caravan. 

This argument brought me to a determina-r 
tion ; for it was impoflible nof to yield to the 
advice of a prudent and enlightened man, who 
fpoke from experience. My confidence iij 
him was fo great, that I never even thought 
of objeding to what he faid. {le h.ad travelledi 
indeed, to the north of the Cape, as I was 
preparing to do j but, as it was Rot my in- 
tention to purfue the fame route, the advice he 
gave was by no means applicable tQ me ; as, in 
the end, I too fatally experienced, I cautioQ 
future travellers, therefore, who ftiall undertake 
a (imilar excurfion, not to follow my example, 
but to fet out from the Cape at the time of the 
intenfe heat, or, at leaft, fo to fettle their depar,. 
ture, that, during the lummer of the country, 
tfeat i§ tp fajr, from November \9 February, 

th?7 



I 
\ 



A F R I C Av ; 139 

they may be lo a higher latittidc than that of 
the frontiers of the colony. I Ihall particu^ 
larife clfewhere my r^afon$ foT fpeaking in this 
manner, and the reader will fee in what mit. 
fortunes I was involved by utidertaking thi^ 
journey at an unfeafonablc period. 

It was then the month of January, and, 
agreeably to the advice of the Colonel, 1 wa$ 
not to depart {ill "May. By deferring it fo 
long, I could make m^ preparations at my lei- 
fure, with more care, and even with more;ecc^ 
nomy ; another advantage was, that it would 
enable me to complete, as far as poflibk, a cc4« 
le£tion of the animals of the colony. My dif. 
after in the bay of Sald^nha had confiderably 
Injured this projeift, and now that it was in my 
power to finifh it, I could not fufFer the oppor* 
tunity to efcape. 

Such of the Hottentots as I had retained in 
piy fervice fince my-firft journey, were at 
Groene-Kloof, employed in keeping and look- 
ing after my oxen. I paid a vifit to my herds 
^nd their guardians, and had reafon to be-fatif^ 
fied with both. Remarking however that, 
among my cattle, there were three or four 

^higb h^cJ beep too much fatigued by their 

formef 
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former excurfion, to be able to endure a fe- 
cohd, I parted with them. Colonel Gordon 
lent me four excellent oxen, which he had 
brought back with him from his expedition^ 
atid I purchafed befides a new team that cod 
roe a hundred and (ixty-five rix dollars. With 
regard to my people, they all not only Ihowed 
the greateft eagernefs to accompany me, but 
had infpired the fame ardour into fome of their 
comrades, whofe courage and fidelity they in- 
fured, and who had requefted them to beg that 
I would accept of their fervices. Could 1 fore- 
fee that fuch fair promifes would afterwards be 
belied ? 

At the Cape, I experienced jnarks of kind* 
nefs from all quarters. The friends of Boers, 
become mere particularly mine fince his de-< 
parture, ftrove who fhould be the firft to offer 
me fome prefcnt, either to add to my ftores, or 
to complete my equipage. The wife of the 
Colonel referved to herfelf the exclufive privi- 
lege of fupplying me with fugar, and other 
neceifary provifions for my table ; while her 
huiband, military even in his gifts, begged me 
to accept of a new marquee, and the fervices 
of the armourer of his regiment to repair my 

fufees* 
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fufees. Van Genep, the poft captain, who 
had fucceeded Staaring, ordered mc, from hl» 
(lores, a moft beautiful tent, in place of my 
own, which, from the continual rains I had 
experienced in the country of Auteniqua, had 
become unferviceable. Gilkin, the comman- 
dant of the artillery, and the officers of the 
garrifon, fent me a confiderable quantity of 
powder. Jn fhort, every perfon was defirous of 
giving me fomething ; and, from the general 
zeal difplayed in my favour, one might have 
fuppofed that my journey Was a public ente»- 
prife, to which all the inhabitants were bound 
to contribute according to their abilities. 

I coniidered my felf as honoured by the fmal- 
left trifles, and made it my duty to accept them. 
Among the prefents of this kind I muft men- 
tion one in particular, which was given me by 
the Colonel, and accompanied with fome plea- 
fantry. It confifted of three grenadier caps, 
on the gilt copper- plates of which, lower than 
thofe of the French, was reprcfented the 
crowned lion that forms the arms of Holland. 
He was aware that thefe caps were highly 
gratifying to the favages, and vvould gaiu me 

the 
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the good will of tte hordes whofe chlera i 
ftvould think proper to ornament with them^ 

I employed theirl for that purpofe, as wilt 
hereafter be feen, ift different places in th(i in- 
terior of the country j and I have often re- 
gretted the want of objefts equally rare to thd 
lavages, and which might have facilitated an 
intercourfe that it would be vain to attempt 
in any other way. In general, land it cannot 
be too often repeated, it is only with toys, asi 
one may fay, that the friendfhip of men in Jk 
ftate of nature is to be conciliated. I am filled 
with a mixed fentiment of contempt and indig- 
nation,^ when, in the accounts of travels among 
lavages, I read hiftories of maffacres and wars^ 
of which, without a blufli, men often avcfw 
themfelves the defenders, and which are exhi- 
bited to Europeans as ads of prdwefs, defcrv- 
ing of renown, and worthy to be imitated* 
As for me, I have already faid, that my reafoii- 
ings upon this fubjed: are very different : of this 
the reader will be more and more convinced^ 
as he follows me in my travels* Experienced 
as I am at prefent, it would be eafy for me fa 
to condud myfelf, as to avoid even the thought 

of 
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of an adventure that ftiould coft the life of a 
fingle individuaU It is jin the ^name of hu- 
ijianity that I here exclaim «igainft the impu- 
dent pretenfiona of thofe travellers, who would 
go to the diftance of" four thoufand leagues 
from their native foil, to fubdue by. the fword 
their fellow creatures, and make them adopt 
even their moft ridiculous follies. By nature, 
man is neither good nor bad ; fociety alone 
can render him wofthlefs. It requires no little 
addrefs and fmcerity to diveft ourfelves all at 
once of our prejudices, and rife to a lev^l with 
thofe whofe confidence and love it may be ne- 
cefTary to gain. 

I did not delay, till the moment of my de- 
parture, to provide myfelf with merchandife 
for barter, which might be ufeful to me in my 
route. Whenever a veflel had brought any 
trinkets to the Cape, T procured an aflbrtment 
of them, and I had taken my precautions fo 
far back, as to be under no uneafmefs on that 
head. My provifion of lead, tobacco, glafs- 
t^are, nails, and, above all, knives and finder- 
boxes', was ready ; and as my journey was to 
continue longer than the firft, I had doubled 
the quantity, intending ftlll to augment them 

fhould 
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fiiould there be room in my waggons when I 
fet out. 

My kitchen utenfils having been already 
fufficient for me^ I did not think it neceflary 
to make any addition to, them* I only ex- 
changed a part of my porcelain for a few ar- 
ticles of the fame kind made of pewten I flilt 
remembered the accident that had happened to 
it, when the waggon that carried it was over- 
turned in a river. Such conveniences are- little 
of themfelves : but when cuftom has rendered 
them neceflary, we feel a degree of diflatisfac- 
tion at being reduced to a condition in which 
it is impoflible to procure, them. 

I ought alfo to mention here other articles 
no lefs efTential, and of which I made ample 
provifion. I mean needles, pins, and tweezers, 
with a quantity of riband, and fome dozens of 
Indian handkerchiefs, particularly thofe of a 
red or blue colour. All thefeai tides, which 
the wives or daughters of the planters incef- 
fantly afk from travellers, are neceflary to gain 
their affections, and perhaps fomething more 
when an opportunity offers. I carried with 
me alfo, though very unfeafonably, a box filled 
with locks and padlocks, imagining that by 

thefc 



A F R't C A. ' 445 

tnefe Iniight render a fervice to fomie ojf the in* 
habitants in the interior parts of the country :- 
but what would have afforded me confiderable 
pleafure^ in.my firft journey, became ufelefs 
in this J asLfound no occafi on of giving away 
©. -fingle lock, exqegt to' a planter pf [Nameroo^ 
5vbo Accepted it, I believe^ n)erely to qbKge me, 
ias I will ^rsely co^nMsrl w^B ignorant, myfelf 
w;hjere^' it€'-Qoakl: fiix;_it^ '^hear?. fetjing only two 
lop^Hig^ in hi$ ^hcufe^ . of -which one, that 
&f ved ai a door^* waaihkty. ^during: the' night 
DHly^/with kii ox$ hide ;- and the other, ferv- 
ing 2BS ?i window, was ciofed with the bottdm 
t)f ah old caflc. • Laftly, knowing bow usach 
Tnuff \/vas in requeft among the women, I pro- 
vided myfelf with feveral pounds of it, How- 
lever minute thefe details -may appear, their 
J)ro,babte utility to future travellers^ who may 
tandertake the fame Expedition, leads me to 
cohfider it ias an indifpenfable duty ilbt to pafs 
them over in filence. 

I had fent for Swanepoel to town, to take 
tare of my , packajges, and to confult him re- 
fpetfting my (lores, ttis knowledge in thefe 
tnatters was likely to be of ufe to me ; and in- 
deed he reminded me of certain occurrence^ 

Vol. I. L that, 
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that, for want of the neceflary tools, had acca- 
fioned us very gte^at cmbairaflments. To gtiard 
againft fimilar inconveniences, I appointed him 
infpeflor-general of all my preparations, charg- 
ing him to make a good affortment of every 
thing likely to be ufeful, that We might be in 
want of nothing by the way. After difcharg* 
ing the duties of his office, he repaired without 
delay, to the horde of Klaas, to inform him of 
the day of my departure^ and to appoint a ren- 
dezvous in Swart-Land, at the houfe of my friend 
Slaber, where I purpofed to affemble niy whole 
caravan, and where one of my carriages had 
been prcvioufly fent a long time, before. 

Of the Hottentots who had accompanied 
me in my firft journey, there were only eight 
with whofe conduct I had been cphftantly fa- 
tisfied. It was my wifh, therefore, to retain 
only thefe eight, and I gave them notice of my 
intention. In vain did the others come beg- 
ging that I would accept of their fervices ; I 
kept to my refolution, and rejected them. 
To fupply their place, Swaoepoel, on his re- 
turn, prppofed to me fome intrepid fellows of 
his acquaintance, for whom he became anfwer- 
able. Among them were two excellent marki*- 

men, 
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hiefi, who he thought might be ufeful j and 
whom^ indeed, I accepted without hefitation. 

I had it in my power to have enlarged my 
company with feveral peiHTons more. As every 
one at the Cape knew that my firft jpurney , 
had been fortunate, that tio other accidents 
had happened to me than thofe which are 
unavoidable in fuch enterprifes ; many plan- 
ters and Europeans wifhed to be my ai^ '^ 
foeiates. I cannot repeat all the requefts that 
were made me on the fubjed ; but, faith- 
ful to my principles, and determined niore 
ths^n ever to remain perfedly free in my ope- 
rations^ I fufFered my refolution to be fhakea 
neither by perfonal confideratioris, hot the 
moft prefEng importunities ; and, under differ- 
ent pretences, foftened by politenefs and civi- 
lity, I found means to difembarrafs myielf of all 
toy folicitors- 

Among the tiumbcr was one in particular 
bf the name of Pinar, a keen fportfman, a great ^ 
frequenter of the woods, and more efpecially 
celebrated for his dexterity in hunting ele- 
phants* This man, who by his great exploits 
in this way had acquired a certain celebrity in 
the colony^ and of whom a hundred afts of 

L 2 prowefe, 
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prow^fs, c'dcli} more wonderful than anodicr, 
were related, offered alfo to accompany me ; 
and, by the air of confidence with which he 
prefented himfel-f, feemed perfuaded that I 
ought to efteem myfelf happy in having with 
me a hero of fo extraordinary merit. 1 v en- 
tured, however^ to thant him ; and my readers 
may judge foF themfelves whether I was wrong 
in refufing him, when I mform them that, 
having had the misfortune to meet him on my 
way, he had nearly occafioned the death of my 
old SwanepoeU 

I was, however, tempted tt rtiafee an ex- 
eeptioa in favour of a young furgeon, wha 
was extiemely preffing in his entreaties. The 
talents of a man of his profeffion might, in 
cafe of need, have become particujarly ufcfut 
both to me and my caravan. Befides, being 
obliged to have an intercourfe wkh the favage 
tribes among whom I was about to travel, I 
^fhould have it in my power to adrainifterto 
them afliftance, by which I fliould increafc to- 
wards me their good-will and afFedlion : nor 
eould I . refledi without pain on that unfortu- 
nateGonaqua man, whom 1 had feen in his hut^ 
abandoned to the moil dreadful torture, wuth- 

out 
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out my being able, from my ignorance of me- 
dicine, to relieve his fufferings. 

On. the other hand, I had to fear that the 
dangers and fatigue of the journey would be 
too great for the courage of my Efeulapiua. 
And what was I to haye done, ihould -that be 
the cafe t I muft hav<i" returned the fame way 
I came, till I arrived at the colony, in order to* 
ieave him in a place of fafety ; for I certainly 
ihould not have abandoned him to himfelf la 
the mid ft of the deferts^ 

In this perplexity, I was ftruck with an idea 
that appeared to remedy the inconvenience, 
and preferve to each his perfonal independence. 
This was, to have a feparate carriage and efta- 
blifhment for him, in order that, ftould he be 
difpofed to return, he might do fo freely, with- 
out interfering with or impeding my progrefs. 
An arrangement like this would have placed 
us both equally at our cafe. I propofed it to 
him^ adding, that my confent to his accompany* 
ing me would entirely depend upon it : but it 
was not accepted, and I difminfed it from my 
thoughts. 

Among my acquaintance at the Cape, there 
vreVe fome who would fain have difluaded me 

L3 ft^W 



'f'^ 



150 TRAVELS IN 

from my plan, afligning as a reafon the pretend* 
c4 charader of the African tribes, whom they 
reprefented as ferocious monfters and cannibals, 
among whom I fhould foon be infallibly de- 
ftroyed. But, flattering myfelf that I knew 
man in a ftatc of nature better than thefe fine 
talkers, whofe fuperficial knowledge had bee^ 
derived from books deftitute of truth, I had 
no dread of the danger that wais ?^nnounced 
to me, I have had opportunities of ftudying 
human nature in its' uncivilized flate j every 
where it has appeared to me to be good; every 
where I have feen it alfo, when not irritated 
and treated with injuftice, to be hofpitable an^ 
•friendly ; and I here affirm, from the conyidiion 
of my heart, that in thofe pretended barbarous^ 
countries, where the whites have liot yet 
rendered themfelves odious, becaufe they have 
never been there, it would have been fufficient 
for me to hold out my hand in token of friend- 
fhip, to make the Africans prefs it with afFec-i 
tion in theirs, and receive me as their brother. 
If I wiflied to obtain any fervices from them^^ 
or to barter with them, I had in my brandy, my 
toys, and my tob&cco,very s^dvantag^ous means 
of commerce. What black is there who would 

not, 
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not, with tranfports of joy, have yielded up to 
me every thing he had, for goods in the poflef- 
fion of which he would have found the mqft 
neceflary obje&s, and the nioft delicious gratis 
fications with which he was acquainted ? I re- 
peat it then. If I have been thwarted in my 
projects, they are not men, but the fcafons 
that I accufe ; the feafons, whofe unfriendly 
oppofition I began to experience from the mo- 
ment of my departure. 

At every time of the year the roads of the 
Cape are bad t and, if fiieh be-thetr ordinary 
ilate, judge what they muft be when the rainy 
feafon commences. Scarcely had I proceeded 
a quarter of a mile from the town, when one 
of my carriages was dragged into a hole, and 
overturned in the mud ; nor was it pofTibte fbr 
my ten oxen that drew it, nor the exertions of 
my Hottentots, to flop it3 fall- 

m 

In an inftant the accident waa known at the 
Cape, and I was Toon joined by a crowd of the 
mhabitants, fome attrad^d by mere curioiity, 
and others by a defire of being ufefqL I had, 
in reality, need of affift;mce to place the car- 
riage on its wheels {igain j for it was not poffible 
%o raife it without unloading it, and the boxes 
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Were &> large 2^nd fa heavy, that they couH not 
be taken (but and ^cplacpd without a multitude 
of haads. ^':It^ w^ necefiary even to empty 
them on the fpoj. . Every, on? l^ht his aid j 
and, as ray.effeds were taken out, they werp 
deppfited round <ny carriages in fuch places 
as werefreeft from mud. In a little time, the 
tvhole furrounding fpace was covered with 
them, and. every thing I poffefled, expoifed 
thereby to the view of the company. At 
length, my whole cargo was again put in order^ 
and I purfued my courfe ; but not without 
many- diftreffing refleftions on the pcirt pf the 
fpedators, who, from fo unfortunate a begin-* 
ning, augured no good of my journey. 

Their* predidioris were but tpotriie; and 
I had foon feafpn to apprehend a full accom-s 
plifhment df them, by a fecond miafoxtune 
which r experienced. 

The accident which happened to my carr 
riage had confumed almoft the whole day. It 
was half p'aft three* in the after rtoon befbre I 
cPiild^ proceied ; the da^s were the fhorteft in 
the year, andj if iiiy eitTiag;0s' travelled in the 
Tiigfit; accidents ftill more difaftr^ous might 
takfc jpfeiper Tppi^^vehttl^isj I ^-rfolved tpftefp 

towarda 



AFRICA. 155 

towatds the clofe of the dtfy^ and I caH/fed my 
[ oattle to be Unyoked in Qroene^Faley (greed 
Jake), ^boqt two hundred yards from a plaiif 
tatioQ. 

I obferve, in all the maps of Africa, affid all 
the a9caunt&^ of t^ Cape of Good Hope, that 
the Dutch ward v^hy is trartllated valley; 
The w0rd valey^ however, fignifies a lake at 
marfh, and not a valley, which in Dutch is 

This was a manor plantation that belonged 
to the governor. His iaas^ or overfecr, faw me 
jirrive, and, while my oxen were unyoking, he 
ftood quietly at his door ; but no fooner were 
they let loofe, than he gave orders to the Hot- 
^ntots and negroes under his command, to feize 
(hem and convey them to the farm. -At that 
inoncient I had juft caufed a fire to be lighted* 
gurprifcd at the condud: of the flaves, I went up 
, to the overfeer, and delired him to explain it. 
He replied, that there were particular order$ 
from, government, which forbade any planter 
to unyoke and turn cattle adrift within his 
f&after's domains, and that, in confequenq; of 
4oiiig fo, all my oxen were confifcated. Excel- 
]^|it Jp^p for a knave devoid of all principle ! 

\ I was 
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I was not a planter, and therefore the regu« 
latioa could in no manner afied me. As a 
ftranger, I was pardonable for not knowing itj 
and befides this privilege of a flranger and a 
traveller, I had, froni the governor himfelf, 
particular letters, in which he enjoined all the 
inhabitants of the colony^ not only to avoid 
throwing the leaft impediment in the way 
of my journey, and to allow me a free paflage 
wherever my curiofity might lead me, but 
alfo to give me, by authority of government, 
every afliftance I might have occafion for. All 
this I reprefcnted to the overfeer. I obferved 
,to him alfo, that, when my oxen )vere feized, 
they were in the downs, and confequently be- 
yond ihe privileged boundaries of the domain* 
In fhort, I complained to him of the uncandid 
manner in which he had behaved towards me, 
fince, inftead of giving me notice when he 
faw me unyoke, he contented himfelf with 
being a filent fpeftator, as if highly gratified 
by feeing me fall into an error. 

To thefe remonftrances he made np other 
reply, than that he had a right to confifcate my 
cattle : and in truth the capture wo\ild have 
been of fome worth to him. Tired of his 

iniquitoua 
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Iniquitous morality, I aflumed another tone, 
and, with all the energy that an honeft man h 
capable of difplaying when heated by paffion, 
I gave him to uriderftand what a rafcal I thought 
him. To this he made no anfwer 5 but order- 
ed his (laves to collect all my oxen, and con- 
duft them to another plantation of the gover- 
nor's, a league diftant, I could then no longer 
contain my indignation j and clapping my 
double-barrelled fufee to my (houlder, I de-^ 
clared aloud, that if any man dared fo much 
^s to touch one of my animals, I would imme-* 
diately blow out his brains. 

This threat had the defired effed. The 
baas and his flaves, equally intimidated, re- 
mained quiet,, without daring to ftir. In this 
attitude I left them j and, while they fcarcely 
ventured to move, I ordered my writing-box: 
to be brought, that I might inform the fifcal 
of what had happened, telling Swanepoel at 
the fame time, to take one of my horfes and 
proceed to the Cape with my letter. Upon 
hearing the word fifcal, the overfeer began to 
tretnble : be was afraid that, fhould my com- 
plaint reach his matter, he might be deprived 
jpf his plape. He begged me, therefore, to 

counterman^ 
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countermand the departure of Swanepoel^ 
ordered xhis people to fet my cattle at liberty j 
and apologized in the moil: fuppliant manner 
for his conduct, throwing the blarme on the 
feverity of the orders he had received • 

What the knave faid of thefe orders was per- 
haps true ; for, if there are fervants of the 
greatefl: meannefs, there are alfo mafters of the 
moft fordid avarice^ . This confidcration pre- 
vented me from feeking to punifli the overfcer : 
and, after all, when my oxen were reftored, 
what more had I to defire ? 

As I could not, however, perfedly depend 
on the motives which had didtated this man s 
excufes, I thought it right to be on my guard 
refpecting my cattle. To turn them loofe 
to feed during the night would have been run^r 
ning the rifk, fhpuld the overfcer alter his re- 
folution, of having them carried off without 
my knowledge : or he would have charged to 
my account, and perhaps have exaggerated* any 
damage they might have occafioned^ I ordered 
them, therefore, to be all made faft round my 
carriages, and I placed at hand fonf^Q armed 
fentijiels to defend them. 

on 
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on my route towards Graene-Kloof (green val- 
ley), a canton fo named from the beauty and 
excellence of its paftures. It is one of the 
Company's ports, where they fatten cattle for 
f applying the butchers in the town, and for 
Tidualling ihips in their way to and hoftk 
India. The day following, after paffing through 
Bavians-Berg andDaflen-Bcrg, I cnteredSwart- 
Land. Though the roads were ftill equally 
bad, they ceafed to be dangerous to my carri- 
ages, becaufe we travelled upon fand. Affured 
that there was no longer reafon to fear thek 
being overturned, and out of patience at th€ 
ilow pace they advanced, I put fpursto my 
horfe, and took the lead, in order to arrive fee- 
fore them at the houfeof my friend Slaber. 

He was ill, and very much weakened by a 
violent dyfenteryj a difeafe that in ^arn 
couatries is always dangerous, but .parcicularljr 
fo toperfons advanced in years. I threw my- 
iy f into hisr arms ; he prelTed me in hts ; knd 
by the pleafure that fparkled in his counter 
nance, 1 faw that my prefence a^eftoted, in fome 
meafure, his ftrerigth, arid alleviated his pahis* 
Thefe iymptoms of cohvalefcence eommtini- 
1: ited delight to the whole family, and .ia- 

6 creafed 
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treafed the pleafure they feemed to experieiicdf 
ftt feeing me again. In the midfl of their 
kindnefs and careffes, Klaas came alfo to pay 
his refpe£t8 to me. I had appointed him a 
meeting at the houfe of Slaber, where he had 
arrived the evening before with fome Hotten-^ 
totSy his comrades, trufty perfons, whom h^ 
had felled to accompany me» and whom he 
accordingly introduced* The daughters ot 
Slaber thanked me^ with the tendereft afiedion, 
for the relief I had afforded to the iufferings 
of their father, and, to complete his cure, they 
befought me to fpend fome time with him& 
In vain did I reprefent the embarraifment into 
which; they would be thrown by the numerous 
train that followed me : they redoubled their 
entreatiesi and urged me with fuch terms of^ 
friendihip) that I was obliged at length to 

cbmply; How, indeed, could I refift thefe 

« . ' • 

charming daughters, who, foli<iiting in behalf 
of their father, afked, as a favour^ what I ought 
to have cbnfidered as a kindnefs to myfelf \ 

At th6 Cape, the European manners bayci 
introduced into fociety the different games 
that are common in Europe ; but thefe games 
»re lankaown in the colonics, liotwithftaadipg 

th« 
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%he ina&ive life and habitual idlenefs of thd 
inhabitants. Ncithej: cards nor dice are any 
'Where feen ; their fole amufement is the chace ; 
and this, in general^ they purfue with indo«' 
lence, unlefs they have, as fpe£tators and cam« 
panion^, ftrangers who are keener fportfmetl 
than themfelves. 

I was, therejfore, treated with the ehace. All 
the {hooters of the neighbourhood wereinvitedi 
and for feveral days together we ranfaeked the 
whole country around. Slaber's daughters^, 
in the mean time, were not unmindful 6f their 
gueft ; and never, even at the court of AfcU 
nous, was a ftranger the objed of greater' 
affiduity or more afFedtionate care. They ex- 
erted their £kill in paftry, and prepared for me 
cakes, bifciiits, and confedionary, to add to 
my (lock of pirovifions : delicate morfels, which 
I ought to have referved for moments of fa- 
mine, but which, after the manner of children, 
I was impatient to devour and fhare with my 
people. 

Thefe hunting excurfions prepared me for 
fatigues of a longer duration, and I imagined 
myfelf already engaged in them. I bad not 
neglected to arrange my caravan. To accuftom 

it 
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k^ai^j to tha fevere di£s${>II&e that I W^becli 
if poffible, to obferve iii this journey, I had 
encamped it at a diftance from the houfe, and 
{)lac€d k ufiderthe infpe€tion of old Swane-* 
pod. I reeomraended to him to difchafg^ 
his ofike wkh the utmoft ftridnefs, as if we had 
to dread fomc hoftile neighbour* I did not 
lail to obferve it myfelf with the eye of a 
mafter; aixd I watched, with particular atten- 
tion, the new comers -that Bad been procured 
hy Swanepoel : I was cominuaffy Afraid I 
ihould have eaufeto complain of thefe men, and 
chat their ardo^ir might cool before I had aa 
cq)portumty. <rf putting it to the trial. Itap* 
•peared of importance' to me, to bring even my 
oxen and hprfes to the habits they were here* 
after to follQw, and for that reafon they were 
arem^^ed to the camp: my goats alfowere 
^d »up every evening -found my carriagesi 
The.much-loved family ofSlaber were -highly 
deliglited with this fpeftacle, which was pet^^ 
fedly new to them ; and the girls, particularly^ 
t>ften propofed to travel aiid encamp with me* 
One of them rallied me more obftiflately 
tlian the reft, and repeated, that .nothing ought 
to excufe my taking with me a' female com^ 

paniori4 



A F U t C A. i€t 

• 

|)anidn» Scafibte ihe was far {rofiti being la 
earneft) I ilrenuoufly reiifted all {he coulxl urge 
oa ; this head) and with great gravity refufed 
the offers x)f one who eertaialy intended the. 
bouqd^nes of her father's farm to be the limits 
of her eycurfion. However, it is not without 
fome vexation attd regret that I now feel this 
ha^ppinefs was wanting to tender the enjoy- 
ments of my peregrination complete ; and that 
nothing "was more eafy than to have departed, 
fhared the toils of the journey, returned, and, 
in a word, lived with me* 

Though it was nt)w the ttiiddle of winter 
according to the ideas of ihe inhabitants, that 
is to fay, the rainy feafon, we neverthelefs eii- 
joyed for our hunting excurfioiis very favour* 
able weather, the rain not being fo frequent at 
this period in the mountains as at the Cape* 
This muft be afcribed to the colle<3:ion of clouds 
driven from the north towards the Table moun- 
tain, and which never fail to break over the 
town and its environs* We refided under a 
mild climate, and every day was more delight- 
ful than the preceding one. Thofe terrible 
fottth-eaft winds, which often defolate the 
whole country around, had fled from our at- 
' Voi*, L M mofphere. 
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mofphere. The heavens were pure andfe-! 
• .rene; and I delicioufly abandoned 'niyielf to' 
the enjoyments of this fecond Capua. ' • The-' 
came folitary and thoughtful. At the fame 
time I regretted to fee fo many charmlng^ day's 
lio better occupied than in killing infign'ificailt^ 
game, and was refolved to arrange matters for 
my departure ; but an unexpeiled incident in- 
fervened flill for a fliort time to delay it. 
' . Nothing could be farther from my thoughts 
at that moment than that unfortunate veffel 
the Middelburg, in which I had formerly loft 
my whole property, when it was fuddenly 
brought to my recolledion by one of Slaber's 
fons, who came to tell me, that fome neigh- 
bours, having examined the remains of the 
wreck in Saldanha Bay, had diflindly per-^ 
ceived the huH of the velTeU at the depth of. 
twenty feet .under water ; that curiofity, and 
the allurement of the riches it might contain^ 
had induced fome of them, who were expert 
diver?, to plunge into the gulph, and that their 
labour and fearch had not been fruitlefs. Sc- 
veral of them, he faid, had brought up fome 
valuable pieces of china ; and that, fincCj nevir 

divers^ 
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<JiverSi emboldeoed by their example, had ha— 
zarded a fimilar fub-aqueous pilgrimage, aad 
epdeavoured to found the fides of thia ill-fated 
veflel. it was natural for me, who had loft in 
It the only treafures on which my hopes were 
founded, to put in a claim upon this occasion j - 
and if by my efforts I obtained only a piece 
of a rope, or forae wretched and broken flierds, 
they would have appeared to me precious re- 
lics, worthy of being carried away and pre-* 
ferved in remembrance of my misfortune. 

The cargo of phe veflel had confifted chiefly 
of porcelain from China and Japan. Other 
planters,, as I have faid, in imitation of the firft, 
had gone to fearch the wreck, and had beea 
equally fuccefsful ; but the bufmefs, becoming 
at laft too arduous, had been abandoned. I 
was refolved^ however, to revive the attempt. 
The calmnefs of the weather appeared to be 
fijvourable to the enterprife, and I was the 
m^ore eager to engage in it, from the opportu- 
nity it would afford me, if I fuccefeded, of pre- 
fentiug feme elegant porcelain to my fair 
hoftefles, as well as to fome of their neigh- 
bours, by whom, during my vifits to "Slaber, 

M 2 I had 
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I had beeft treated ^Ith great kindtfefi. an* 
ffiehdfliip. 

Accordingly, takiftg \*ith: mc a party of ttif' 
people and f6m6 gt)dd: fcwmmfefs, 1 let out for 
Hoetjes Bay, 2i fiftall cfefek ifttb ^hroh our (hip- 
had ]fetired \;<rhen attacked by lSi6 EngUfh 
fquadroh* I found the MiddeH>iifg, as it had^ 
beeii def&ibed to me, very near the (hxyte^. 
about twenty feet undcf wattfer^ afti its huil>, 
from the calmftefs'of*ttle'fea;petfedlypfey^ 
tible. * .> 

Thife c^lmtiefs aided the Operations cjf my- 
diVeraj and they entered upon the bufinefewith) 
fb mueh alacrity, that it was not long bftfcrs 
they broughp np a number of loofe atticW^ 
which 1 depofited wi<b great joy oil thfr &0t^ 
With fuch prizes, however^. they <ve'ffe ftOt iktif- 
fTed ;: though the taifE was fb difficfilt, aS the- 
planters had experienced, /'that frecJUfently, bt- 
Tore they fucceeded in an? attempt, they wwe 
obliged to return fevferal times to the furfsce of 
the watef to breathe. 

At the bottom of the ffiip thete Were whdfc 
bojces ; but they were tob heavy for the ex- 
chions of a fingle individual to lift. Mfcato* 

while 
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toIiSc it would be highly gratifying to them to 
procure mq one.j a?id tp accpmplifh it, they 
idevifed the plan of diving two at a time, hold- 
ing one another hy the hacid, in order tp lahoqr 
together on the fame box, and raife it, if pof- 
ifibl?, by tb^ij: joint efforts, one pn each fide* 
The qianc&uvre fiAC(;e«d^d i apd I ^fa^w them 
ilhortly app^r with a:<:omplQt9 bpx^ whidh w^ 
brought in fafety to the ihocei. 

Charmed with my ttreafure^ ^nd ai^xious tp 
3cnow what it 'contain^ I cai)fed it to he 
^opened ; when I found, to my eis^treme fatif- 
faction, t4 handlpme fervice o£df^e« and plates 
*of aU fizca, well affprted. ^Of her divers had 
€ymi(hed pie with tea-cupg, and fptpe magnifi- 
iWnt bowls, equally valuable for the beauty of 
iheir fl^ape and their ^traprdinary fize. But 
^hy remaipipg fo long undqr water the colour 
4>f this china wns •fp mi;ich -^tewd, that .the 'part 
roriginally^hite appeared as if -variegate^ with 
;a tijpt pf green j and -what was ftiU wprfe, it 
iia4contra<l:ed,from*thje fame caufe,fo naufeous 
.?ind fetid a marine fo^ell, that thofe of .my peo- 
^e who had opened *th? box, or affifted ia 
emptying it, were, as well as myfelf, feized 
fwitjh .% ;«09aiting. From thi§ ^ircumftancQ I 

M ^ loli 
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loft all defire of purfuing any furthcT my 
refearches. Befides, night was approach^ 
ing : my people therefore, after wafhing 
the china, each took up his burden, and wc 
returned. 

Flattering myfelf that this ftrange fmell had 
not penetrated beyond the furface, my firft care, 
on my arrival at the plantation, was to afcer- 
tain this by caufing fdme cups and other ar- 
ticles to be immerfed for a while in boiling 
water mixed with aflies. I then wiped the 
veffels thus lixiviated, and put fome tea in a 
tea-cup, fome viduals in a difh, and fome milk 
in a bowl j but they inftantly acquired fo de- 
te'ftable a tafte, and fo ftercoraceous a favour, 
as induced me to believe that all my labour 
would prove to be fruitlefs. In vain were 
other means tried to deftroy this odour and 
tafte : none of them fucceeded, and I gave up 
the attempt. 

In my difpleafure I had forgotten the bovvi 
of milk; and upon my going to fee it, two hours 
after, I faw with aftonifliment that it was turned 
to a curd. It was to be prefumed that every 
other article of the china would have the fame 
quality. I tried two others, and examined by 
' ' jny 
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tny watch what time they would reqtiire to 
produce a fimilar. efFed. In fourteen minutes 
the milk was curdled, and, what was remark- 
able, it had no bad tafte. This fa£t fupplied 
me with as ufeful hint. ^ It told me, that im 
the courfe of 'my journey 1 might fpeedilyand • 
whenever I pleafed have new cheefe; and the 
difcovery Was of too much importance t:o me 

* 

not to take ^ advantage of it. Durihg my firft 
excurfion a fortunate incident of a Kke kind 
had fupplied me with butter, my milk having 
been changed into that fubftance merely by the 
jolting of my carriage. From rtiy cows and 
my (he-goats I fliould now be able to procure, 
without difficulty, butter, cheefe, and whey. 1 
carried with me, therefore, four of the bowls, 
which ferved me during my whole journey. 
They did not, indeed, retain their virtue in its 
full force ; after four or five months it diml- 
niihed, and the milk was^ curdled more flowly j 
there were times even, according to the degrees 
of temperature, when the effed was not pro- 
duced in lefs than five or fix hours j but it w^as 
fure to take place, and did not entirely ceafe till 
the end of fix or feven months. The veflels, 
however, never loft their difagrecable marine 
tafte. 

M 4 Prts 
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,Previoufly to my quitting the Cape^ I had 
prepared feveral letters fonmy family, in which 
I informed them of my intended fecond expe* 
4itioD, ^nd the means I had devifed for carry^ 
iag it into effed^t It was not poiSble: to' tell 
them the preciie rpute I fhould follow, becauff 
I was ignorant of it myfelf, as it would depend 
entirely upon local circumftances, which might 
happen to favour or thwart my wifties, I 
merely laid, that my plan in general was to 
crois, from fouth to north, the whole contU 
itexa. of Africa, and then to return, to Europe 
J)y the way of Egypt if the paffage of th^ Nile 
was open, and if not, by the coafts of Barbary ; 
that this t^ntprprife, from the bed calculationa 
I could make, would require fix years ; and 
that as^ during that period, no opportunity 
might pfier for writing to them^^ they ought 
^lot to be alariped ^t my filencc, 

Thefe letters I had refolved not to fend till 
\X (hould appear that no farther obftacles would 
fland in the way of my journey. When fure 
of this, I immediately difpatched Swanepoel to 
the Cape with them, requefting Colonel Gordon 
to forward them to their place of deftinaiiooi 
Vy the firft neutral veffel that fhould fail 

Qn his return, Sw^nepo^l brought; m9 one 

frpna 
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from the Colonel, in which, as a new teftinwny 
of zeal and attachment, he had fketched out, 
point by point, the courfc I ought to purfue. 
Having himfelf made the fame expedUioii 
with Lieutenant Paterfon, he knew the placies 
where water wa6 to be found, and he obligingly 
pointed them out. Not content with this ler^ 
vice, great and important a$ it was, he fought 
to render me another, by procuring me the ac« 
quaintance of two perfonages, extremely de« 
firable in an excuriion like mine ; the one a 
j)lanter, of the name of Schoenmaker, who 
lived after the Hottentot manner among the 
(avages ; the other a mulatto Hottentot, who 
jpoke with fluency the Nimiqua language, and 
who would, on that account, be iingularly ufe-> 
ful, if I could prevail on him to accompany 
me# To each of thefe men Colonel Gordoa 
wrote a feparate letter recommending me to 
their care, and he fent them to me unfealed^ 
begging I would read them to the parties. It 
could indeed be no eafy taik to find in their 
deferts two fuch wandering and unfettled 
beings ; but fo minute were the Coloners di- 
redions, and fo laborioufly had he pointed out 
the means of tracking them, as I may fay, that, 

% arrived 
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arrived in their cantons, I fucceedcd, though 
not without riifficulry, in my fearch. 

• How ingenious are the devices of friendihip) ! 
And' can I ever fufliciently acknowledge my 
dbligaiions to that of Colonel Gordon in this 
inftance, to which I owe not only rriy own life, 
biit the lives of all my people ? It was in the 
inidft of a dry and burning defert,when obliged 
to abandon my w^aggons and efFeds, after fee- 
ing all my oxen, one after another, perifli with 
third,' when reduced, with my poor comrades, 
tothecjeftitute fituation ofhavingno other drink 
than the milk of my goats, and when inevitable 
death feemed to await alike both them and 
me— It was in this extremity I called to mind 
the planter and Hottentot to whom his provi- 
dent kirdnefs had recommended me. Guided 
by his inflrudions, I entered upon the purfuit 
of thefe men ; I found them, and we were 
faved. . But let me not anticipate moments 
of anguifh, of which the recolledion will 
be fufficiently bitter when I come to defcribe 
them. . 

, What reafon had I then to applaud myfelf 
for the precaution I took, and which doubtleft 
fome good genius fuggefted to me, pf increaf- 

it>g, 
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•Ing, ivliile at the houfc of Slabtr, the number 

• of my goats ! I purchafed fevwal in the ne^ghr 

l)ourhood^ and particularly young ones, whi^h, 

though they afforded no milk as yet, woul4 

■foon become more exuberant than their mo- 

'thersi I added alfo to my ilockof clittle three 

*milch cows. Among the articles too of do- 

^meftic confumption, I provided myfelf with a 

few facks of flower : not that I flattened myfelf 

during my journey to be fupplied thereby with 

frefh bread ; fuch an expedlation would have 

"been madnefs ; but it would be poflible at leaft 

to have foups, paftry, and cakes ; and thefe 

would be a fort of fubftitute. Every habit to 

which we accuftom ourfelves becomes infen« 

'fibly a want. This I had particularly experi- 

enced in the beginning of my firft journey. 

To be all at once totally without bread had 

been extremely painful to me j and I hoped 

Tiow, by means of this flower^ gradually to 

wean myfelf frgm the cuftom, in order to be 

prepared againft a day of necefTity. Befidce, 

if circumftances proved favourable to the mak- 

■ • » 

ing of bread, I had che wife of Klaas, who 
^ight render me this fervice. She had accom- 
panied him in our excurfioB, with the hope 

that, 



ri% TBAViiH IN 

that, puffing Bfsr the country whf f e h« had firft 
.^M^ vlth bf r« I ihoul4 prQ<;i(r« her an oppor- 
tunity ^ feeing 4g«ti]k b«.bor4c »n4 hw 
friwds. In the ey^ qC a cU, this ioii^ pf qqu i|- 
trys In lavages wham he difiiains,, and. wboie 
^^iiftence appears to him a fc^oii of unifoFq^ 
wretchednefs, will doubtlefs be regarded a& ivor 
probable. He will conceive (ha;^ tbcire can be 
Qo happinefs but in towns, and none ^f this 
patriptifm except in i^aqes wher^ thew arc to 
h^ obtained what he calls the eonveniei^ces of 
life, that is, the gratification of wams which 
fce has created bimfelf, and which afterwards 
l^ecome neceSaries, 

I had fix?d the 15th of J«ne for nvy de- 
partVKie from the habitation of Slaber. Q«i 
the J 4th I made a general mufter of my equi- 
page and my people. Jngludiog the wife of 
Klaas, and my iafpc^or-^eneral Swanepo^^ I 
bad altogether nineteen perfgns, thirteen dpgft 
in high condition^ one male and ten fecnale 
^oats, three horfes, of which two» handfoinely 
^aparifoned, were thofc given nw; by Bo«.rg ; 

three milch cows^ thirty^ fi^s draft oxen for rrij 

three waggons, fourteen for reUys, and twp tQ 
c^rry the baggage of wy HotwntQt*. Thefe 

fifty 
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fifty bead c^ horned cattle were fuflScien* for 
the prefeflt ferrice ; but I mtzht le increaft- 
lOiem a« it ihould beccme aeceifary, and a^ I 
a^t^anced farther from the cebny, where, in 
^e: WiEty of b^rteTi I ihouM be able to purchafe 
iS^^vti 8(t a eheaper i^te* The cock that, in my 
fi^ jdurfley, had afibrdi^d me intervals of plea<>» 
&rt-e, ffiggittled the adea ^ hatr itig one agaSh^ 
a&d, that it might be happii^r tba^ my ^cb«r 
fead been, I gave k a miite. Laftly, for my 
atntiiemeat, and, I may allb fay, f6r fociety, F 
Ibok my ape Kees; Kees who^ chaii^ed. U]^ 
duriftg my ^bode at the Ca|7e, had appatMidy 
loft his gaiety, but who fro^ the moment he 
i^ained his liberty gave himfelf dp to fporta. 
afid ahtidb that were extf^emely dlveiting^ 

Such WAS dte company I aflbcinted \k €«y 
enterpriie, and which I had conceived t/b fee 
neccflirfy, eitfeei* to infure it« fuccefe, or for 
ttte pui)po(e of afibrdii^g me fome pleafam re^ 
laxations* 

Next mbmiiig every tbihg wias ready for mf 

dtp&rttiriB, According to the orders I had given, 
and my |)e6p}e were wiaiting only for my 
fignacl t6 begin their match. Whitft, I was 
bidding » paiiift}! adieu Ki> the Slabet^^ and 

while 
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while vfiy heart fweHed v/bli afffeaionate gftfc* 
titude. I a thoufaad and a! tboufalid times em^ 
braced the kind family, who till that moment: 
had continued to load me with marks ofrfriend-^; 
ftiip and care, and from whom I thoiigfet my-^ 
felf about to be feparated for ever. Wheft odi? 
the very point of quitting them, the young nfcri^ 
of the neighbourhood prfcfented themfelves to 
take leave of me, and to affift at my- departure.; 
Such is the etiquette of the country, when the 
inhabitants wifh to teftify their rcfped for thofc; 
whom' they efteem* The whole troop fainted. 
me with a difcharge of mufketry ; and I, who, 
cxpefted fuch a teftimony of politenefs, re* 
turned it by another from my HcttentotST 
When I mounted my horf^, thefe young peo-* . 
pie accompanied me on horfeback alfo to the 
diilance of above a league. At length, being, 
obliged to Separate, and having mutually, 
ihaken hands, I was again faluted by a gene*- 
lal difcharge, to which I replied by firing my 
own piece, and caufing my people to fire theirs. 
To fpeak the truth, I regretted the lofs of my ^ 
gun-powder wafted in this manner to no pur-j 
pofe; but cuftom required this facrifice, and t 
could not avoid it without a breach of polite-** 

nefsf 
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nefs, and without offendiafe rmen who vphihv ' 
tarily conferred. upou me thp r.greafleft Jioriour 
which the prejudices of their country allow 
thcoi ) to pay. Some . of the ..planters, in the 
i^ighbourhbod of the Gape keep fmaU canhoii 
oh purpofe foorifuch falutes, - 

. In the fouthern part of Africa it is ea>fy to 
make long .marches' during the fine days^of 
fummcr, that is to fay in January,, when th^e 
day confifts of fourteen hours; but at the folftice 
in June, when the fup is in the northern he^ 
xnifphere, the days being only nine hours and 
a half, the length of the night will not allow a 
traveller to advance as faft as he might wifli. 
Such was nearly the period at which I fet out# 
Befides, being obliged to traverfe the colony, I 
had reafon to» expe£t that I fhould be every 
where retarded by the importunity and polite- 
nefs of the planters ; and indeed this was the 
cafe the very firft.day. I had propofed to en- 
camp near therefidence of Louis Karfteh ; but 
that worthy and refpedable planter, of whom 
I have had occafion to fpeak in my firft jour- 
ney, and at whofe houfe I puffed fome agree- 
able moments during my ftay at Saldanha Bay, 
feconded by his wife and ?ight children, among 

whom 
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whom were foar kandfome dssO^ets^ tittU) 
wkh the vii£a$l falutes, to invite me to pafs th0 
Aight under his roof 9 and I could not refufet 
Howcvver, in my nestt day's jounley, to £sve 
both my time and my powder^ I drmiy ra* 
jeded every folicitation of thts kind^ and 
pitched my tent for the firft time ; but as dsere 
bad been a heavy fall of rain» irnd as, if it con^ 
tinned, I might be flopped by the overflowing 
of the Berg-rivier, I haflened to encamp the 
fecond day on its banks, and the day following 
I happily left it behind me. 

This rircr^ which has its mouth in St. He* 
len*8 Bay, but according to Kolben much 
higher up, bounds^ on the eaft and north, the 
diftriA called Swart^Land (blacfc-oountry), 
though the foil is far from being of that colour $ 
«i the contrary, it is i^ndy, and yet produces 
gr^n of an £3rts except oats, which grow bo 
where in the colonies, and in place of which 
barley is fubftitutcd for horfes. In Swart*Land| 
thefe animals have no (Mher food, with their 
barley but chopped ftraw. In fummer, thefe* 
fore, when grafs is fcatcc^ on^tccount of the 
rivers and dreams being dried Up, the planters 
are ^liged to remove ^elr cattle to dillri^ 

kfs 
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lefs parched, and to keep at home only thofe 
abfolutely neceflary either for tilling the land 
or conveying their corn to the town. 

Every kind of large game, without except- 
ing even the elephant, was found formerly itt 
this country. At prefent nothing of that 
fort is to be feen but a few bubels, and very 
rarely fome pafans. The planters, by fettling 
here, have deftroyed or driven away all 
the reft. With regard to fmall game, fuch 
as the fteen-bock, the duyker, the grys-bock, 
hares, - partridges, &c. it is ftill very abun^ 

dant, and, perhaps, too much fo for the hap- 
pinefs of the country ; fince it draws thither 
hyaenas, jackals, leopards, panthers, and above 
all, wild dogs, "which are a real fcourge to 
the fiocks in this diftridt. The lion feldom. 
makes his appearance here. Either from 
haughtinefs or prudence this animal fliuns' in- 
habited places ; as if afraid of cxpofing kim- 
felf in an unequal conteft, where his courage 
and his ftrength would be oppofed by fire- 



arms. 



To the north-eaft of Swart- Land Is the 
charming and fe^ile diftridt of the Twenty- 
fom-Rivers. With frefti pleafure I beheld this 

Vol. I. N ter* 
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terreftrial paradife of Southern Africa j thofe 
fmiling plains which' I have elfewhere de-. 
fcribed j and thofe odoriferous groves of orange 
and (haddock trees, -which feparate the habit- 
ations from 'each other, and which make us re- 
grct that th^y are thereby too frequently broken 
and difcontinued. 

Though determined, agreeably to the refo- 
hition I had formed, not to flop at the houfe 
of any planter, I could not however difpenfe 
with paying my refpeds, as I pafTed^ to Han$ 
Liewenburg, a rich land-holder, who on va- 
rious occafions had treated me with confider- 
able kindnefs and efteem, and with whom 
I had lodged in my preceding excurfion through 
this di{lri(3:. Though Liewenburg^ as well as 
his neighbours, employed the moft preffing fo- 
licitations to detain me, I refilled a long time \ 
but it was impoflible not to comply, when 
one of his fons, uniting his entreaties to thofe of 
his father, promifed to afford me an oppor- 
tunity of killing two magnificent birds, which 
were continually feen near the plantation. At 
firft, this vague promife appeared 'to me to be 
only one of thofe ingenious flratagems which 
politenefs fometimes allows itfelf to employ. \ 

put 
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J>Ut therefore feveral queftions to the yourig 
tnan, begging him to defcflbe the birds ia 
qiieftidn ; and he did it in a .manner fo clear 
aiidTo ilatural, that I readily diftinguifhed in 
the defcription the anhinga, an uncommon 
bird which I had not yet feen in Africa. • 

This difcoVery attacked nie, fo to ipeak, oft 
toy weakeft fide. Frbm that moment I was 
hot at liberty to refufe ; and I granted, to my 
fhame be it fpoken, to two birds, which I was 
not yet fure of getting, what I had irefufed to 
the folicitations of friendfhip* 

Next morning I reminded my young matt 
of his promife, and he conducted me towards 
a tree that was commonly frequented by thefe 
birds. I fooii found that I had not been de- 
Ceived in my conjectures ;' I actually perceived 
two anhingas, but of a particular fpecies, 
■ different from the two peculiar to America, and 
from that of Senegal, defcribed by Buffon, The 
young man, who had for a long time obferved 
their habits, told me that it would be neceflkry 
for me to retire, if I wiflied to take a fure and 
advantageous aim. He conduced me, there- 
fore, to a diftance of about two or three hun- 
dred paces from the tree ; made me conceal 

N 2 my- 
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myfelf, and returned to thefpot himfelf,td put 
them ' to flighty "when, he aflured me^ they 
would undoubtedly pafs over my head. His 
conjedure was, however, not verified : thefe 
birds, more cunning than we, had perceived 
our ftratagem j and feeing but one perfon, in- 
ftead of two, they fufpedted that the abfence 
of the other was to be dreaded, and accord- 
ingly flew off in a different direction. By 
fearching the environs, it would probably have 
*been eafy for me to find them again ; but then 
I (hould have run the rilk of rendering them 
more fliy, and of making them, perhaps, de- 
fert the country. Befides, I was not willing, to 
iire at the one, till I (hould be certain that my 
fecond fhot would bring down the bther. I 
deferred the excurfion, therefore, till after din- 
ner, and we returned to the houfe. 

In the evening, juft before fun-fet, I agaifi re-* 
paired to my lurking-place; and that I might 
not be obferved by the anhingas, I went thithi^ 
. direiJily, while young Liewenburg, on bis part^ 
proceeded alone to the tre^. This time the 4^ 
.'Ception fucceeded : the two birds, having up 
, caufe of fufpicion, paffed me at the diftahce of 
twenty paces, and by meana of mj double- 
bar- 
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, barrelled fufee I brought them both to the 
ground. 

Become pofleflbr of an objeft (6 valuable in 
my eyes, could I quit abruptly, after J had ob- 
tained it, the complaifant hofts to whom I was 
indebted for it? No:— gratitude, fricndftiip, 
and even decency, required that I (hould re- 
main fome days with them, and I obeyed the 
diiflates of thefe fentiments. 

Though I referve for my ornithology the 
particular defcription of thefe birds, I cannot 
refrain from giving the reader a fhort fketch of 
it. The denomination of Slange-Hals-Voogel^ 
(fnake-necked bird), which my Hottentots 
gave to the anhinga, charadterifes it in a very 
fimple and accurate manner. BufFon, who 
was equally ftruck with the conformation pecu- 
liar to birds of this kind, has delineated them 
by a fimilar expreflion. "The anhinga,*' fays 
he, " exhibhs a reptile grafted on the body of 
" a bird." Indeed there is no perfon, who, 
upon feeing the head and neck only of an an-- 
hinga, whik the reft of the body is hid among 
the foliage of the tree on which it is perched, ' 
would not take it for one of thofe ferpents ac* 
cuftomed to climb and refide in trees j and the 

N 3 mif- 
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miflake is, fo much the eafier, as all its tortuous 
motions fingularJy favour the iHufion. 

In whatever fituation the anhinga may be 
fecn, whether perched on a tree, fwimming in 
the water, or flying in the air, the moft appa- 
rent and reparkable part of dts body is fure to 
be its long and flender neck, which is con- 
tinually agitated by an ofcillatory motion, un- 
lefs in its flighty when ic becomes immoveable 
and extendedl, afnd forms with its tail a perfedly 
ftraight and horizontal line. 

The true place which nature feems to have 
affigned to the anhingas, in the numerous clals 
of the palmipedes, is exadly between the cor- 
jnorant and the grebe *. They partake indeed 
equally of both thefe genera, of birds, having 
the ftraight flender bill and the long neck of 
the latter ; while they approach the former by 
the conformity of their feet, the four toes of 
which are joined by a fmgle membrane. They 
partake alfo of the cormorant by their flight ; 

* This bird .IS called by WUlughby, the Greater ^Loon, 
tt Ajrfefoot: ; by Edwards, the Greater Dobchick ; and by 
Brifon^ Colymbus and Grebe, of which he enumerates, 
eleven diftinft fpecics. Sec hjs Ormthologie, voL vi. 
P»ge33- T- ' . 

having 
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Jbaving like it the wings larger and fitter for 
th€ purpofc, than thofe of the grebe^ which 
are fliort and f^eak. The tail of the anhlngas 
is extremely long : a charaderiftic very Angu- 
lar and remarkable in a water fowl, an4 which 
ought, it would feem, to render them totally 
diftindt from diving birds, which, in general, 
have little or no tail. 

By this trait, they approach dill nearer to 
the cormorants*; for though the tails of the 
latter are fhorter, the tails o( both have a great 
refemblance to each other, iince their quills are 
equally ftrong, elaftic, and proper to form a 
rudder when thefe fowls fwim through the 
water in purfuit of fifli, which conftitute their 
principal nourifhment. When the anhinga 
feizes a fi(h, he fwallows it intire if it befmall 
enough, and if too large he carries it off to a 
rock, or the ftump of a tree, and, fixing 
it under one of his feet, tears it to pieces with 
his bill. 

Though water is the favourite element of 
this bird, it builds its nefl; and rears its young 

^ At the Cape there are four kinds of cormorants, 
ooe of which has a tail almoft as long as that of the an- 
fcinga. 

N 4 on 
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on rocks and trees ; but it takes great care to 
place them in fuch a manner that it can pfeci-* 
pitate them into a river as foon as they are able 
to. fwim, or the fafcty of the little family may 
require it. 

There are, in general, few animals fo fierce 
and fo cunning as diving birds ; but, in my 
opinion, the one I am defcribing furpafles in 
fagacity all the other fpecies, particularly when 
furprifed fwiraming j for it is thea very diffi- 
cult, I may fay indeed impoffible, to kill it, as 
its head, vehich is the only part expofed, 
plunges and difappears the inftant the flint 
touches the hammer of the fufee ; and if once 
miffed, it is in vain to think of approaching it 
a fecond time, as it never fhows itfelf more, 
but at very great diftances, and then only for 
the moment neceffary for breathing. In (hort, 
fo cunning is it, that it will often bafHe the 
fportfman, by plunging at the diftance of a 
hundred paces above him, and rifing again to 
breathe at the diftance of more th^n a thoufand 
paces below him ; and if it has the good for- 
tune to find any reeds, it conceals itfelf there, 
and entirely difappears. 

The male anhinga, of w^hich I here fpeak, 

4 differs 
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differs from the female, which Is fmaller, in 
having the whole under part of the body, from 
the breaft to the root of the tail, of a beautiful 

1 

black, while the latter has the fame parts of a 
yellow ifabella colour. It has alfo, on each 
lide of its neck^ a white ftripe, which extends 
from the eye to the middle of its length, and 
interfedfe a reddifli ground. A very lingular 
charadieriftic, common to all the anhingas, Is 
that of having the feathers of the tail deeply 
ftriated, and as it were ribbed. I Ihall pa& 
over other fingularities, which will be found 
in my general defcriptions. 

During the time I refided at the houfeof 
Liewcnburg, I chiefly ^femployed myfclf ill 
again traverfing every part of the diftri^t The 
family, according to the cuftom of the coun- 
try, exerted themfelves to procure me oppor- 
tunities of enjoying the pleafures of thechace; 
and, in conformity with the fame cuftom, 
the neighbours were invited to join in thenu 
We killed a great quantity of fmall game, pat'- 
tictilarly wood-cocks, which are very numerous 
On account of the abundance of rivers that every 
where form fmall marflies ; and we wandeie3 
over thofe high mountains which are the boun- 

. darics 
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daries of this delightful country. The fidci 
of thefe mountains are covered with large 
trees, and among thefe we fell in with i pan- 
ther, which my dogs roufed from its den 
among the rocks. In an ihftant, and at one 
leap, it fprang to the top of a tree, twenty feet 
in height above them ; and as the briars and 
fallen trunks which lay extended on the ground 
retarded the quicknefs of my pace, I could 
"not get within reach of it. time enough to fire, 
which afibrded it an opportunity of efcaping 
from tree to tree, as faft as it could have done 
on an open plain, Befides the antelopes of 
which I have ipoken, we found in th^ canton 
of the Twenty-four Rivers a number of zebras, 
pafans, bubels, and oftriches, which muft be 
hunted on horfeback ; but the ground is fo 
covered with buflies, and fo encumbered by 
the arched nefts built there by the termites, 
or white ants, that it is very dangerous to 
purfue them full fpeed, as the velocity of thefe 
animals requires. 

Naturalifts have for fome time paft made us 
acquainted with this fpccies of ants, which, ad- 
dancing under ground like miners, conftrudl 
for themfelves, at certain diftances, a fort of 

dome 
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ctome or arch feveral feet in height Smeathman 
communicated many years ago to the Royal 
Society of London a very minute defcription of 
them, a tranflation of which has btfen inferted 
in the French edition of Sparman's Travels by 
the editor. In thife account we are told of the 
height and figure of the domes conftruded by the 
tejrmites ; of the danger experienced by habita- 
tions in the neighbourhood of thefe infefts ; 
and of the deftrudticn they frequently occafion, 
fo as to deftroy in one night the whole fur- 
niture of a houfe ; but thefe details are not ap- 
plicable to the termites of the Cape of Good- 
Hope, or at leaft to thofe I have had an oppor- 
tunity of feeing, either in Camdebo, or the 
diftrid of Twenty-four-Rivers. I have found 
more than once termites in Africa ; but they 
were neither fo dangerous nor fo deftruflive as 
thofe mentioned by Smeathman. The higheft 
of their huts, which I faw, did not exceed four 
fget J and they were more or lefs folid, accord- 
ing to the folidity of the ground in whicK they 
were conftruded. In fliort, inftead of being 
covered with mofs and grafs like thofe feen by 
the Englifli traveller, they are always, in the 
part in which I travelled, perfeftly fmooth, 

and 
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and of the fame colour as the earth of which 
they have been formed. 

The Hottentots eat the nymphs of thcfe 
sints, which they confider as a very great deli- 
cacy } and mine, when they found an opportu- 
nity^ did not fail to open the nefts to get at 
them. There are alfo many birds and quadra^ 
peds which carry on waragainft thefe infeS^s; 
but their moft dangerous enemy isa fpecies of 
ant-bear, called by the planters erd-varken^ 
(earth-hog), which makes them its principal 
nourifhment. When thefe retreats have been 
fearched and deferted, they become bee-hives, 
and fwarms of wild bees take pofiefGon of them 
in order to depoiit there their honey and their 
young. My ape Kees (hewed a wonderful 
inflindl in difcoveriag thefe fecret repofitories 
of dainties, which he announced by repeatedly 
Ikipping and jumping, and of which we fhared 
with him the profits : as for me, when I found 
any of thefe nefts empty, and when, having 
been opened only on the fides, their arched 
roofs remained entire and unhurt, I applied 
then! to a very ufeful purpofe ; I made natural 
. ovens of them in which we cooked our vidluals. 
Very little preparation was neceflary, except 

to 
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to dean them well^ and afterwards to heat them 
with brufliwood. Our vi<3;uals could then he 
cooked in the utmoft perfection. 

If we believe Kolben, Swart-Land and the 
\. dlftri€t of the Twenty-four-Rivers^ when the 
Dutch firft fettled there, were inhabited by fe- 
veral tribes of favages, the names of which he 
mentions* At prefent, not one of thefe primi- 
tive and original nations is to be found, nor 
does tradition even fpeak of their exigence. I 
have certainly too great a horror for crimes to 
attempt to excufe them, wherever they may 
be found j and if the firft planters got pofieflion 
of the two diftriits I have mentioned, only by 
exterminating the inhabitants, they were 
monflers whole name and remembrance ought 
to be devoted to eternal execration. But before 
We condemn them, Ihould we not convince our- 
felves by evidence that they are really guilty ? 
May not Kolben, who in every page of his 
work commits fo many miftakes, be erroneous 
alfo in this refped ? Have the people he men- 
tions really exifted, and can we believe that 
^the Dutch deftroyed them, when fo many 
hordes of HottentotSi whom they have pre- 

ferved. 
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fervcd, {ubfift in, the country aroulid and eveij 
in the midft of them to this very day ,? 

However this may be, the diftri^ of the 
Twenty-four-Rivers is at prefent, as I have al- 
ready faid, the moft agreeable part of the 
Dutch colonies at the Cape j for not only is 
grain of every fpecies, as well as pulfe, culti- 
vated there, but the inhabitants apply alfo to 
the culture of fruits ; and this kind of com- 
merce is the more lucrative to them,. as, being 
almoft the only perfons who carry it on, they 
have little to fear from competitibn* The 
fruits which they fend to the town for fale ai^e 
principally lemons, orange;, limes, (haddocks, 
figs and pomegranates. They often tranfport 
thither waggon-loads at a time ; and whateVi^ 
be the quantity, fo great is the number of puf- 
chafers, that it is bought up almoft imme* 
diately. The price of thefe fruits is general- 
ly from four to fix rix*dollars per hundred 
weight. There is a kind of orange, however, 
called at the Cape naretjesy which, notwith- 
ftanding the fmallnefs of its fize, is fold at a 
higher rate. The naretje^ diftinguifhed like th^ 
citron by a protuberance at the upper end, is 

not 
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fict fo large as the common orange, but In tafttf 
and flavour is infinitely fuperior to that and' 
every other fpecics. Grapes thrive well alfo 
in this diftrid, and tolerable wine and fpirits . 
are made from them. 

I have already faid that the colony of the 
Twenty-four-Rivers owes its name to a current 
that flows through it, and which receives into 
its channel a great number of fmaller ftreams 
that difcharge themfelves along with it into the 
Berg-rivier, This aflemblage of rivulets, by; 
the ready means which it afibrds of water- 
ing the lands, is the clrcumftance that has moft 
contributed to fertilize the diftrid. As the. 
mode of culture requires fcarcely any labour,) 
the inhabitants enjoy a peaceful and happy life#t 
The population, hpwever, is far from being 
numerous ; a conflderable part of the land is^ 
ftill uncultivated ; and there are Icarcely to be 
feen more than forty or fifty plantations, 
whereas the number ought to be infinitely 
greater. 

Such of my readers who know that man is^ 
fure to multiply wherever he finds the means . 
of living commodioufly, will not fail to lay this 
deficiency in population to the charge of the 

govern- 
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government : for myfelf, I blame not the go* 
f cmment, but the numerous abufes introdu- 
ced, and continually increafed, by the inferior 
agents it is ojbliged to employ. Government, 
undoubtedly, wilhes for the profperity of its 
colonies; its own intereft muft naturally infpire 
tiiat wifli ; but in vain will it make wife regu- 
lations ; in vain will it cteate numerous efta- 
bliihments, if thofc to whom it entrufts its 
powers employ them only to its own detriment 
and the detriment of the colonies. 

Without pretending to detail or examine 
thefe charges, which might be as imprudent as 
irfelefs a tafk, I Ihall content myfelf with in- 
dulging a hope, that a town may be one day 
founded in the difl:ri(3: ©f the Twenty-four- 
Rivers. Situated in the moft fertile part of the 
colony, it would foon, from the pleafantnefs 
of its fituation and climate, furpafs the Cape it- r 
felf J and having the ready means of export- 
ation, the cultivation of lands would neceflarily 
incrcafe with the population of the country. 
Its grain and its fruits, as well as the grain of 
a part of Swart-Land, might be conveyed in 
flat-bottomed boats by the Berg-rivier to the 
Bay of St. Helen j and it would be eafy to 

efta- 
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cllablifh ftore-houffes on the banks and at the 
mouth of the Berg. At the Bay itfelf there 
might be a magazine for the coafting trade ; 
and this trade might be carried on with the 
Cape by means of floops, which, embracing the 
moment of favourable winds, would foon get 
thither with their merchandife, and would thus 
fupply with provifions, very advantageoufly, 
and at a cheaper rate, both the town itfelf, and 
,aM the fhips from India and Europe which 
might put into Table Bay. From the abun- 
dance or paftures in the diftridt, great numbers 
of cattle might alfo be raifed in it. This fer- 
tile country, fo highly favoured by nature, 
would fumifh even timber for building ; fince 
the trees^ having lefs to fuffer in this quarter 
from the violence of the fouth-eaft winds, 
iiould not fail to thrive, if the inhabitants would 
only take care to form proper plantations. Sal- 
danha Bay might ferve likewife as a central 
magazine for all that part of Swart-Land which 
lies near it, and which is too far from the Berg 
to fend its grain down that river. This ma- 
gazine, befides the utility it would be of to the 
planters in the interior parts of the fettlement, 
would become a real benefit to the ihips of all 
Vol, h O pations. 
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nations, which, driven from their courfeby 
contrary winds, and uijable to enter Table Bay^ 
might, take fhelter in that of Saldanha, certain, 
of finding there the r^freflimeiUs neceflary to 
enable them to continue their voyage. 

The wifti which I here form for the coa- 
veniency of the planters, and the benefit of na- 
vigators in general, will doubtlefs long remain^ 
unaccomplifhed :. for has the commercial po- 
licy of privileged companies ever been known to 
unite their private intereft to the intereft of the. 
public, when that ardent -thirft of gold, which 
rules fo powerfully the merchant^ of ^11 nations, 
comijiands them, in fo imperious a ma.nner,, 
to oppofe,frommiftaken felfifh motives, every 
thing that does not tend to increafe the advan* 
tages. which their greedy avariqe leads them to* 
expect ? It is alfo for another reafon fcarcely to 

be expeded that the Eaft Iildia company will 

> 

foon carry into execution either the eftablifli- 
ment in. queftion, or thofe . I have mentioned 
rcfpefting . the bays of the delightful country 
of Auteniqua, howjever evident it may appear 
that they >youId promote the- good and pro- 
sperity of the. colonies ; fince, from the fear it 
is continually . under that the captains in its 

fervice 
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fefVlce may fell, for their own behoof, a part 
of its commodities, and particularly the fpicerics 
tsrith which the fliips that return from India 
are loaded, the company obliges them to 
touch at the Cape, where it is fuppofed they 
are watched more narrowly than they* could 
be at any of the other adjacent bays. This 
fufpicion, which certainly does little honour 
to the officers it employs, is even carried fo 
far that a captain dares not take upon him to 
touch at a foreign port, without the moft urgent 
reafons ; and every perfon defirous afterwards 
of commanding a veflel would be obliged, in 
this refped:^ to be ftill more fcrupulous, I 
have myfelf experienced a m'elancholy proof 
of the feverity of thefe orders ; for on my re- 
turn from the Cape, during a moft unfortU'* 
riate paffage, having ftruggled nearly fix months 
9gainft contrary winds, and being in want of 
provifions, our captain would not venture to 
ftop even for a moment at one of the Canaries, 
which we pafled within cannon {hot. 

One day, however, the company may per- 
haps deign to examine my plan, and order ic 
to be put in execution ; but till it is accom- 
plifhed, I fhall fmcerely regret that fo fine a 

O a country 
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country fhould be fuffered to remaip aliaoft a 
defjprt ; and that for want of hands and cul- 
tivation it flxould lofe the benefit of eyery 
thing that nature has done for its fecundity. 
I am perfuaded that fugar canes, cotton, and 
indigo, would grow extremely well in the 
difl:ri£t of the Twenty-four-Rivers. 

My hoft, before I quitted him, begged mq 
to accept a few bottles of lemon juice, which I 
found afterwards of very great fervicej and 
at the fame time'requefted ths^t, on my return^ 
J would bring him back a male and a fen)2(lQ 
^oat from the country of Nimiqua. . He had 
heard this fpecies of goat highly extolled ; and 
it is indeed the raoft beautiful I have any where 
feen. His two fons made me promife alfo to 
fell to^ each of them one of my fuiees* They 
expected that, when my journey was finifhed, 
I Ihould pafs that way again to the Cape, 
^nd were not aware that my inteption wa^ 
t;o return thither no more* On my depar- 
ture, the family faluted me with a difcharge 
©f fire-arms, which I v^as obliged to return \ 
And the cafe was the fame at every other planta- 
tion that I paiTed. All the inhabitants with- 
out exception ran with the utmoft eagernefs 

ta 
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to ifiefet me, firing their pieces and wifliin^ 
me a happy journey : a circumftance that gave 
me the greateft uneafinefs, becaufe, harafled by 
the noify reception of thefe planters, who were 
continually retarding my progrefs, I was obli- 
ged ailfo, in my turn, to teftify my gratitude by 
burning my powder to no purpofe in theft 
tirefome adieus. 

Thefe ihconvehient vifits.confunied fo riiucK 
of my time, that I had advanced as yet only 
four leagues. Next morning, I found my- 
felf ill the diftria of the Piquet mountains^ 
and arrived, in good time, hear the haliitAtioa 
of a refpedable veteran, named Albert Haahc* 
kam. 

This planter was a kind of praftkalphilo- 
fopher, who had devifed the means of render- 
ing himfelf at once both happy and free ; foi 
happinefs and freedom are not always one anrf 
the fame thing. He had formed for himfetf 
a plan of life that had no refeniblance to that 
of his fellow- planters* Without wife of 
children^ having no conneStlon with his neigh- 
bours, and no company, in fhortji but that o^ 
his own flaves, he lived, as one may fay, alone ; 
yet knew fo well how to fiipply the vvant o£ 
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focipty, that time was not to him, as to the 
reft of the planters, a tedious and wearifome 
burthen. He employed it fometimes ia lar 
hour, and fomctimes in meditation ; for h? 
knew as little of reading as they did ; and wa? 
indebted for his phijofophy fplely to his own 
reflfdions, and the combinations fuggeftecj 

^ by nature. With an exiftence of this jcind, 
and happy after his own manner, he had never 
become a prey to languor ; and the ferenity 
of his mind feemed even to have had aa in- 
fluence on his charader : at leaft I never, in 
any part of the colony , witnefled a fprightlier 
copvcrfation, qr met with a more amiable and 
entertaining old man. 

Having been previoufly informed that I was 
to pafs through his plantation, and to.vifit the 
Piquet mountains, he came to meet me, and 

^ offered to ferve me as guide in afcending the 
higheft of them, if I would cpnfent to fpend the 
day with him. The firft part of hi^ propo-. 
fal was too agreeable to me not to acquiefce in 
the fecond. I attended him therefore to the 
mountain, where I met with nothing that de- 
ferved particular obfervation, but wher? I en-^ 
joyed the niiagnificent fpedacle of a view the 

more 
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more extenfive, as the alfhofphere was remark* 
ably pure. The Table mountain was perfedly 
T^fible to the naked fight, and with my glafs I 
could perceive alfo the town. 

Nothing elevated my imagination fo much, 
when raifed to this height, as feeing the houfes 
of the Cape, on which I looked down. I moved 
my glafs with great eagernefs over the mafs of 
buildings ; and felt as if I had gained a victory 
every time I concluded that I could diftindly 
perceive the fituation of a particular hoiife. 
Thofe of my friends engaged my fight longeft. 
*' They are, perhaps, at this moment,** faid T, 
** thinking of me, and, by an invduntary and 
" natural return, I am ocaip^ied only with 
•*them. They are expreffing their wiflies 
for the fuccefs of my enterprife ; imagining, 
perhaps, that I am far diftant and hid in ob- 
fcurity; while, in reality, I ambutjuft 
" -exalted above the atmofpheiie which fm*^ 
*^ rounds them.'' 

On my return to th.e plantation, I found a 
fplendid repaft waiting for me ; fplendid, that 
is, for the inhabitants of th^ colony, andfuited 
to the prejudices of their vanity ; for thefe 
good ;ind fimple fouls have, as well as others, 
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their fafliions and etiquette. It, however, 
prefented no idea of what we call a well ar- 
ranged table, with delicate difhes and the 
richeft viands. Magnificence here confifts in 
covering the table with a profufion of naeat ; 
and the heavier it is loaded, the greater is the 
honour, and the more, in their eftimation, do 
they treat their gueft as a pcrfon of importance, 
entitled to their attentions and cfteem. 

We were three only at table, my hoft, 
Swanepoel, and myfelf. Twenty grenadiers, 
after a forced march, would, however, not 
have been fuflScicnt to devour fuch a quantity 
of provifions ; the diOies themfelves were 
heaped, and that in the middle fupported apy-, 
ramid of fix roafted fowls, which were all of an 
enormous fize. 

This profufion, which would have fatiated 
even ogres *, prefented to me the loathfome 
pidure of a farm-yard entirely laid wafte. My 
appetite inflantly forfook me ; and, endeavour-* 
ing to forget my difguft by dwelling on the 
caufe of my journey ftill prefent to my mind, 

* A kind of fabulous beings or monfters, faid to feed 
upon human flefli, and which make a confpicuous figure 
in Fairy Talcs, T. 

I occupied 
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I ^cupied myfelf, duriog the repaft, in .ha- 
raiGr^ vfhh queftions the mafter of the houf^^. 
As for Swanepocl, his eyes were employed ia 
sytteotiyely furveying the central and fmoking 
pyramid j but incapable of enjoying any longer 
the gratification of eating, he could devour it 
only in imagination, and was almoft choked 
with fatiety and regret. I can compare this 
extravagant repaft, worthy of the heroes of 
Homer, to nothing better than to thofe fide- 
boards which were feen, formerly, at certain 
periods of our feftivals, and which, biending 
under a multitude of all kinds of poultry, 
feemed expofed on purpofe to regale a famiflied 
people. 

As I had already put many queftions to my 
hoft during our excurfion to the top of the 
Piquet mountain, I converfed with him at 
dinner on his pofleflions and orchards. Tired 
of fitting, I contrived to exprefs myfelf in fiich 
terms refpe£ting his fingular mode of life, as 
to make him at length think of leaving the 
table. He had no difiiculty in juftifying the 
good opinion I had conceived of his aftivity 
and intelligence. We walked over all his 
gjrounds, in which I Q;Yery where faw well cul- 
tivated 
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tivated fields, trees in a thriving condition, plan- 
tations in the mofl; admirable order; in a word, 
an air of fertility and abundance, which I had 
not the plcafure of obferving on the other 
farms and plantations of the colony. 

The diftriiSt of Piquet-berg, according to 
what my hoft told me, does not Contain more 
than twenty-^-five or thirty plantations; nor 
can it, in my opinion, ever contain more, be- 
caiifc, having but a certain number of ftreams 
apd rivulets, which the firft inhabitants of 
courfe took pofleffion of, thofe who may in 
future come to* fettle will find only barren and 
parched fields totally deftitute of water. The 
foil, in general, is indifferent ; yet the propri- 
etors raife vvhat corn is neceflary for their own 
confumption. Th^ only trade which the na- 
ture of the country allows them to carry on is, 
as at the Twenty- four-Rivers, that of fruit ; 
and for this fruit there is no other fale than 
among the neighbouring planters, who fend 
themfelves to fetch it ; for the diftance from 
Piquet-berg to the Cape is too great to under- 
take a journey thither merely to difpofe of 
oranges. My philofophic veteran was defi? 
rous of giving me a certain quantity of his, 

to 
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to fupply me on my journey. In vain did I 
reprefent to him that I had purchafed a fufli* 
cient.ftock, when at the houfe of Liewenberg. 
He went and examined my carriages himfelf, 
aind filled every empty fpace he coyld find 
with the produce of his orchards, which 
afterwards, and during the greater part of my 
journey, proved an agreeable relief both to mc 
and my people. 

To this obliging mark of attention he added^ 
'with the fame kindnefs, a prefent which was 
much better calculated to afford me pleafure* 
It cdnfifted of three pair of pigeons of a par- 
ticular fpecies, none of which I had ever be- 
fJDre feen. However agreeable to me might be 
fuch an acquifition ; I would, however, accept 
but one of the three pair, as that was fufficient 
for our amufement.j and I begged my generous 
hoft to keep the other two till I came back^ 
though I ha4 fully refolved within myfelf not 
to returi;. 

In paffing the plantations of IfaacFeraffi 
and Gerit Schmit, I was expofed to a frefh 
perfecution frojn invitations ; but as I had not 

the fame motives to induce me to accept thefe 

♦ ■ 

^3 I had to accept that of Haanek^m, 1 abfo- 

I lutely 
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lutely refbfed. I knew not a greyer puntOi-^ 
snent than fuch interruption^ ; and feveiy time 
I palTed through the eftate of a planter^ I wa» 
feized as with ai fever when I faw the pro-» 
priet6r, with whofe compliments I was before 
acquainted : that is, I mufl fleep at his houfe, 
and fpend a whole day in drinking and fm'ok* 
ing with him, I employed myfelf on my 
journey almoft entirely in feaTching for pre- 
texts to elude the purfuit of thefe good people^ 
near whofe habitations I dared neither to ftopr 
nor enc£(mp : a man fearful of being robbed 
by them would not have fhunned their ap*- 
proach with more care than I did. How of- 
ten^ when talking with my companiofis, did f 
figh after the moment when I fhould fee be^ 
Mnd me the laft houfc of this too hofpitable" 
colony ! 

I haftened .my march as much as poffi- 
ble, Wifliing to encamp on the other Cide of 
the Kruys. This precipitation was not unat- 
tended with danger, as I learned to my coft j 
for my life had nearly been the facrifice. 

When at the dtftance of about a quarter of 
a league from the rtver^ night overtook me. 
Had I been more prudent I fhould have en- 
camped 
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camped where I was ; but as the road, during 
the whole day, had appeared to be good, I ima- 
gined it would continue fo to the banks of the 
KruySyandl ordered my people to advance* As 
for me, having tripled the diftance by continu* 
ally running after game, fatigue at length fur- 
prifed me, and I got into my carriage, and threw 
myfelf upon a mattrefs, to reft myfelf for a mo-? 
ment. 

The Hottentot vAko fat on the pole and di- 
vfiCted the laft yoke of oxen, difmounted from 
hi8 (Irat and walked by their fide ; but his com* 
{>amoQ, who was before and who guided the 
firft yokcj had quitted his, fo thatthe Hottentot 
behind could not well fee wherel^e drove them. 
The ground near the river became every in- 
ftant fteeper and more flippery. On a fudden 
a violent (hock threw the whole weight of 
the carriage on the pole, and it rolled, with al! 
^e cattle in confufion, to the brink of the river, 
without any of my Hottentots being able to 
ftop it or to alter its diredlion. On this move- 
ment, as rapid as it was violent, I endeavoured, 
but in vain, to jump out. I imagined that I 
was precipitated among the rocks. However, 
notwithftanding my fright, I ftill retained fuf- 

ficicat 



iU TRAVELS IN 

ficient coolnefs to guard, as far as I was ab/ei 
againft the worft misfortune; and making with 
my arms and legs under the tilt, in which I 
few myfelf buried, Co many props to prevent 
contufions on the head, I waited with firm-* 
nefs till the carriage ihould ftopj as I found 
it impoffible to difmount* This fituation wa& 
extremely painful, but I continued in it only 
a few minutes. To roll thus without know- 
ing ^here j to be ih'aketi about aihidft the 
darknefs of a clofe carriage j abandoned by my 
people for a confiderable fpace, and having no 
choice but that of being drowned or dafhed 
in pieces, was certainly enough to have ftiaken 
the moft heroic courage. 

My people, alarmed, both for tliemfelves and 
me, at the confequences of fa melancholy an 
accident, ran as faft as they could to affift me : 
but as they were unable to keep pace with the 
carriage, and as the darknefs of the night pre- 
vented them from feeing, in a road feldom 
trodden, the marks either of the oxen or the 
wheels ; I heard them calling to me aloud, and 
talking to one another as if they had been dif- 
perfed. I replied and called to them in my 
turn ; but whether through fear on their own 

account. 



AFRICA,* f07 

a.ccount, or the- dread of feeing me a tnangkd 
corfe, daftied. perhaps to pieces, .1 waa not 
heard, and their cries drowned nxine... This 
noife was increafed, by the. rattling of the other 
two carriages^ which had alio been hurried 
towards the riyer'; but the- drivers, more atten- 
tiv€ to their .cattle, had heen able to moderate 
the violence of the impulfe. 

At length, however, we met; and nothing 
could equal the joy of my companions wheii^ 
I aiTured them that I had fuftained no htift. 
This was not the cafe with my carriages. My 
own, in patticular, had fcattered as it flew the 
greater part of the utejifiU it contained i atidf 
what was dill more remarkable, of the lemonv' 
which had been given me, not a flngle one re- 
mained. I was obliged to wait till day-light 
before I could coUeft again the different articles^ 
and repair all the damage occafioned by this 
precipitate defcent. On the other fide of the 
river> which it was neceflfary we fliould croft 
in order to continue our journey, there was a. 
kind of plantation belonging to a proprietor 
nam^d. Dirck Coche. I had need of accurate 
inftru^Stions and information refpeding . the 
rpute, which Coche was able to give me. It , 

was 



^ 



«oS TRAVELS IN 

was ncceffary alfb that I fhould purchafe a cer- 
tain number of flieep, and I flattered myfelf 
that he had it in his power to fupply ipe. 
Whilft my people, therefore, were employed 
in arranging my carriages, and preparing to 
proceed, I fet out before them, and having 
forded the Kruys on horfcback repaired to the 
plantation. 

Scarcefy had I entered into con verfation with 
the owner, when his wife, ftarting up in a 
fright, uttered fo piercmg a cry that every 
perlbn in the houfe ran to her affiftance. Two 
ferpents had ad;ually touched her legs : upon 
her moving I perceived them under the feat. 
We all armed ourfelves in the beft manner wc 
could with chairs and flicks to deftroy them. 
When they faw this preparation, their rage 
was kindled, their eyes became enfiamed, and 
railing their necks, and hifling in a moft furious 
manner, they attempted to dart upon us ; but 
being upon our guard and attacking them with 
ftill greater violence, they fell a facrifice to our 
repeated blows. It was fortunate for the wo- 
man that flie had not been bitten; as they 
jsroved to be of a moft venomous fpecies, called 
at the Cape kooptr-^hapfl^ and Ihe would in- 

7 fallibly 
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fallibly have died in the fpace of a few mi- x 
hutes. 

Suchis th? inconvenience of a country newly 
inhabited. Man continually fees his tranquil- 
lity interrupted, and his life endangered there 
by troublefome infeds, ferocious beafts, and 
venomous reptiles. Coche, by way of caution, 
told me that the kooper-kapel was very common 
in the diftri6l through which I was about to 
travel. After this intelligence, I formed a re- 

' folution that I conceived. to be highly neceC- 
fary ; which was, not to pafs the night in n^y 

. tent j but to fleep in my carriage, where I fhould 
have much lefs to apprehend from the formi- 

. dable vifits of thefe alarming guefts* 

Whilft I was concluding a bargain with thei 
farmer for a few fheep^ my carriages and their 
drivers crofled the Kruys, and I purfued my 
journey, keeping along the banks of the river j 
but I could not proceed far that day, as we had 
to travel over fand, and to crofs and re-crofe 
the Kruys fix times. Nex;t day our fitua- 
tion was ftill wotfe; the fand was fo deep 
and fo loofe, that the wheels of my waggons 
funk almpft to the axle-tree ; and for each ve- 
hicle I was obliged to add four more oxen to 
Vol. I. P the 



no 



TRAVELS IN 



the twelve that already compofed the team. In 
this manner we pafled the plantation of Jofias 
Ingelbregt, and at length quitted the ferpen- 
tine courfe of the Kruys, \vhich waters this 
wretched country, and reached Swart-bas- 
Kraal. Thtre are however men who, fandy 
and miferable as it is, inhabit this diftridt, and 
cultivate the few fpots of lefs barren land which 
are to be found there. One of th^m, named 
Hans Van Aart, had a plantation at Lange 
Valey (Long Lake), where I was obliged to 
fpend the night, and farther on was another 
belonging to Hermanes Lauw. I did not ftop 
at the houfe of the latter ; la confequepce of 
which I was forced to encamp on a dry plain, 
where I could not find a fingle drop of water 
to rcfrefti my cattle. By the way I had met 
with a prodigious number, of partridges, and 
had killed about thirty, which I intended for 
my own fupper and that of my people. My 
cuftom, on fuch occafions, was to boil my 
game ; for I had obferved that, when broil- 
ed or roafted, the fmell of the meat, being 
conveyed to a diftance by the winds, attracted 
during the night a number of hyaenas and 
jackallsj which being obferved and driven away 

by 
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}>y my dogs, the howling and barking was fo 
Inceflant that it was impoflible to enjoy a mo- 
ment's repofe. As I could not in the prefent 
, inftance, for want of water, caufe my partridges 
to be boiled, I put one on the gridiron for 
myfelf, and gave up the reft to my people, 
who roafted them upon fmall fpits, which they 
placed round the fire : but what I was afraid of 
aftually happened : a number of carnivorous 
animals, drawn towards us by the fmell of the 
game, kept prowling round my camp, and my 
' dogs barking at them did not allow us to fhut 
our eyes for an inftant. 

To this fatigue of the night was added 
thoughtfulnefs for the morrow, I did not know 
whether we fhould be fo fortunate as to find 
any water ; and had reafon to apprehend that, 
after one day of thirft, my people and my cat- 
tle would have to fuffer a fecond ftill more 
painful. When the morrow came, we found 
nothing biit a fandy defert covered with Jbriera 

and ruflies ; but while I gave myfelf up to the 
moft melancholy refledions, I was roufed from 
my revery by the cry of a bird which, paffed 
over my head. It was a berg-eend (mountain 
duck), or rather a beneficent genius which came 

P z tQ 
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to revive m^r hopes by announcing a difcovery 
I had no reafon to expe£t# 

Perfuaded that this bird was flying in fearch 
of water, and that it would not fail to alight 
wherever it fliould find any, I put fpurs to 
my horfe, and followed it on a full gallop, that 
I fnight not lofe fight of it. I, was right in my 
cohjedure : after a few minutes purfuit, I ob- 
ferved it defcend towards a large and high rock, 
where it alighted. I afcended this roek on 
foot, and found a large cavity, forming a natu^* 
ral bafon, filled with rain water, in which the 
animal was fwimming, plunging, and flapping 
its wings, with much apparent fatisfadtion. 

It would have been eafy ' for me^ to kill it j 
but, after the fcrvice which it had rendered me, 
how Ihameful would have been the ingrati- 
tude ! I contented myfelf with endeavouring 
to put it to flight, in hopes that, as it had en*- 
joyed ibr a fliort time only the pleafure of this 
bath, it would go in queft 'df another fome«- 
where in the neighbourhood, and thus point 
out to me a new ciftern. My expectations, 
however, were'on this occafion difappointed : 

ft 

the bird indeed flew away ; but, feared per- 
haps for the firft time in its life by a human 

beingi^ 
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being, it contipued its flight to a gre^t diftancc, 
gnd I foon loft fight of it. 

From the top of the rock I had made a (Ig- 
nal to my people to advance towajrds mc^ 
When they arrived, I ordered them to fill my 
j^rs. I bad feveral in my waggons ; and I cer- 
tainly, upon leaving Lange Valey, would not 
Jjave fufFered then) to be empty, had it. been 
poffible for me to forefee the drought that 
^waited us* The jars being filled, I directed 
jny people to water my horfes and a few of the 
fmaller animals belonging to my caravan^ 
Thpfe repeated draughts exhaufted my ciftern, 
(o that nothipg was left for my poor oxen ; 
but I knew that ruminating animals can en- 
dure both hunger and thirft for a confiderablp 
period ; and I befides, flattered myfelf that, be- 
fore thp day was clofed, I fhould meet witjji 
janother fortunate incident, fimilar to that 
which 1 had juft experienced. My hop^s, how- 
ever, were vain; during the whole day we 
had nothing but a dry and burning defert to 
traverfe. After dinner two of my qxen, ex- 
haufted by thirft and fatigue, dropped down, 
and I was under the neceflity of leaving them 
behir;jd — fad and melancholy prefage of the 

P 3 misfortunes 
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inisfortunes that awaited mc ! In fliort, I was 
obliged in the evening, as the day befote, to 
unyoke my cattle, and encamp on a fpot to- 
tally deftitute- of water, with the expeiSation 
of a fate ftill more difmal the day following. 

A heavy fall of rain which happily took 
place during the night, revived my hopes ; but, 
heavy as it was, it appeared to me at the time 
as if it could be of no fervice to my cattle ; 
for what relief were they likely to derive from 
water which difappeared as foon as Jt fell, and 
Vas inftantly loft in the land ? They neverthe- 
lefs found means to drink of this rain, which I 
thought would be ufelefs to them, by a method, 

tlie poflibility of which I could never have fuf- 

» 

peCted, and which afforded me a new oppor- 
tunity of admiring the fagsicity of animal in- 
ftindk. The water as it fell upon them formed 
xtfelf into drops, which, uniting, ran down 
their fides in fmall ftreams. On the commence- 
ment of the ftorm they had affembled in groups, 
and in this pofitiori, thronged one againft the 
other, licked and coUeded each from the 
body of its neighbour the ftreamlets of rain as 
It trickled down. My cattle, by this unex- 
pedled fupply, having quenched their thirft, 

and 
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ind being at the faofie tinxe refreflied, recover- 
cd their ftrength: but what increaftd my 
aftonifliment was, that the two I had left on 
the road, worn out and expirtng, had been al- 
£6 revived, and doubtlefs in the fame manner ; 
for they both joined my camp in the night ; 
and Klaas, who always took delight in being 
the fifft to communicate agreeable intelligence, 
came to me at d*y-break, elated with joy, to 
inform m€ of the circumftancc. 

I was now only a day's journey from HcerC'^ 
logtment (mailer's refidence), where I (hould 
find, I was told, a very abundant fpring of wa- 
ter, a mod agreeable retreat, and groves and 
grottos covered wltl^ infcriptions and figures* 
By the defcription that was given me, it ap- 
peared as if a fecor^d Angelica, or fom45 Hotten- 
tot Medor, had vifited and embellifhed .this 
fcene of enchantment. I banifhed, however, 
from my mind all this- improbablp romance,' 
and indulged only the hope of finding the 
fountain. My wants were urgent ; I looked 
forward to it, therefore, with longing e^pefta- 
tion, and refolved, if polfible, to reach it before 
night. I arrived ; I found it ; and, with what- 
ever refped the defcription of it ought to have 

P 4 infpire4 
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infpired me, its Waters were foon rendered turV 
bid by my Hottentots and cattle. With regard 
to the grotto, the infcriptions, the creeping* 
fhrilhB hanging in feftoons, all thefe like a dream 
vaniflied on our approach. I faw only a large 
cavern, which ferved to flielter me and my 
caravan. It was fp^cious and lofty ; and, being 
open at the eaft, we were covered without be- 
ing fhut up in it. Situated upon a fmall mount. 
It overlooked on one fide my camp and the 
plain, which, by the uniform and dreary pro- 
fpe£t it prefented, filled me with melancholy 
and difcouragement ; and on the other was 
joined to an immenfe chain of dry mountains, 
extending in the form of an amphitheatre, the 
nakednefs of which, and the different tints of * 
ochre, grey, and white, with which they were 
variegated, e?:hibited a view at once terrifying 
and majeftic. The remains of a habitation, 
now fallen into ruins, attefted that the proprie- 
tor had be6n long forced to abandon this wild 
and unprodudive wafte. I made preparations 
for pafling the night in the grotto*; but I was 
obliged to fhare it with jackdaws and wood- 
pigeons which repaired to it at the clofe. of the 
day, and perched in hundreds on a tree, the 

fOQt^ 
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?oots of which were implanted in an enor-* 
irious crevice, while one of its branches over* 
fpread the floor of this natural hall. 

The figures and infcriptions confiftcd only 
of a few caricatures of the elephant and oflrich, 
with the nanaes of three or four travellers who 
had probably flopped here formerly, like my- 
felf, to refirefh themfelves. 

Though the fountain contained a . greater 
abundance of water than I expeded, my ua- 
eafmefs was not on that account diminiflicd. 
We had flill to traverfe extenfive plains of fand; 
and every thing announced that I fhould, per- 
haps, not find in them fo much as a fpring to 
cool our thirft. A ray of hope, however, dif- 
fipated for a moment my fear. In the morn- 
ing, two large clouds which rofe on the horizon, 
and which approached towards us, feemed to 
promife an abundant rain. Meanwhile no- 
thing more fatal could have prefented itfelf to 
our view; forthefe clouds confifled of myriads 
of locufls, voracious and deflrudive infers, 
brought from afar by the winds. The fight of 
them threw my people into the utmofl con- 
(lernation, by whom they were confidered as 

the 
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Ae harbingers of drought and fterility. My 
ape alone was a ftranger to this general alarm 2 
he fhewed, on the contrary, figns of joy and 
exultation, and followed with his eyes the di- 
jedion of the locufts, expecting with impa- 
tience that fome of them would drop, that he 
might feize and devour them at pleafure. 

Whilft we were indulged at Ithe fountain of 
ffeerC'Jogemehi with a temporary enjoyment of 
the neceflary refrefhments, we did not negle£^ 
our ufual labours and refearches. Among the 
Tocks, and on the mountains which furrounded 
us, we found abundance pf thofe fmali qua* 
drupeds called in the country dajferij and by 
Bufibn the daman. I knew already by ex- 
perience that this fmall animal was excellent 
eating. To people who for a long time had 
lived on lean beef and mutton, this was a for- 
tunate opportunity of varying our food ; and 
the flefh of this animal, however fat it might 
be, could not but be confidered by us as a de- 
licious treat. My people devoured it with 
their eyes, even before it was in our poffelfion. 
We all, therefore, fet out in purfuit of the 
damanSi and each procured as many as he 

' 4 could. 



t 

t 



AFRICA. 



ftt) 



tould. I had already killed a few, whefa, oa 
turning a rock, I .roufed a panther, which I 
fired at ; but the fhot in my fufee being too 
fniall to flrikeit inftantly dead, it efcaped* It 
was prpbable, however, that, having found a 
fort of warren -there to fuj^Iy it with food, it 
would not retire far from its haunt, and that 
I fhould meet with it again, I according^ 
ly fearched the envirpns with tny dpgd, ^nd 
fucceeded in finding its ufual place of retreat^ 
^here I faw feveral heaps of the bonds of 
damans, and the remains of various kinds of 
fmall antelopes. 

This difcovery promifed me a double fatiC^ 
Jadion ; that of killing the panther when it 
Ihould return to its hiding-place, and that of ^ 
finding game iii the neighbourhood for my 
table, as the animal had found for its repaft. 
Thefe pleafures, however, were not realized : 
for neither I nor my people met with any ante- 
lopes, which perhaps had all been deftroyed 
by the panther ; and with regard to the ani- 
mal itfelf, I in vain fpent two wearifome hours 

ft 

of the night waiting for it in ambufh : it did 
liot appear ; which induced me to believe that 

I had 
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I had really \70unded it, and that it had prp*^ 
bably gone elfewhere to die. . 

During my hunting excurfion I fell in with 
a Hottentot, fervant to a planter in the neigh- 
bourhood, for whom he was looking after a 
flack of iheep. Though I had already, among 
my animals, a tolerable lot of iheep ; yet, as the 
barrennef$ of the country I had b^gun to trar 
verfe made me apprehenfive that, with all my 
economy, they might not be fufBcient for our 
confumption, I wifhed to increafe the number 
by purchafing fome from the Hottentot. As 
a keeper, it is true, this man had no right to 
difpofe of them j but I offered him fo advan- 
tageous a price, that his mafter could not but 
have been fatisficd with his bargain. He per- 
fifted, however, in refufmg me j and the only 
benefit I derived from our interview was a 
knowledge of my beft and fhorteft.road to the 
ElephantS'-River, where I was anxious to arriv6f 

According to this fliepherd, I had ftill a long 
day's journey to travel, which it would bp 
neceflary when I fet out to accomplifli as 
fpeedily as poffiblc, without interruption and 
without halting, as during the whole route 

neither 
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ficithcr water nor pafturage would be found* 
He informed me alfo, that beyond the river I 
fliould meet with the faiiie inconveniences^ 
till I arrived at the country of the Nimiquas ; 
and added, that though it was now the rainy 
feafon, the rain had uniyerfally failed ; that a 
dreadful drought was every where experi- 
enced ; and that never, in the remembrance 
of man had this part of Africa fufiered fuch 
diiirefs. 

This intelligence troubled and difquieted my 
mind. - I fbrefaw nothing but misfortunes to 
my enterprife ; and we even already began 
to experience them. Six weeks only bad 
dapfed fince I quitted the Cape, yet my oxen 
were as much fatigued as they had been during 
my firft journey after a march of fix months. 
To give them time to reft themfelves and re- 
cover their ftrength, I remained at Heere- 
Iqgement feven whole days, during which our 
table occafioned fuch a confumption of dq[fen 
or damans, that even my Hottentots began to 
loathe them. At length, however, on the* 
fourth of July, the war we had declared againft 
thefe poor animals ceafed, and I quitted the 
place, after having left my name and the date 
o of 
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cf my arrival in the grotto, according to tht 
cuftom of preceding travellers. 

Agreeably to the advice of the fhepherd, T 
fct out at break of day ; and after a very fa- 
tiguing march we perceived towards nigh% 
from the elevated point on which we then were, 
the Elephants-River winding below us, at the 
diftance of about half a league ; but as I knew 
by experience the danger of defcending moun- 
tains in the night time, I rcfolved to encamp 
on the eminence, and, notwithftanding the 
extreme fatigue of my cattle, to wait for the 
morning, before I fhould proceed to the river. 

On each fide it was bordered with very large 
mimofas, and various kinds of white trees of 
the fpecies of the willow ; but the ground was 
evej^y where fcorched and dry, and the fmallefl: 
trace of verdure was not to be perceived even 
under the trees. In vain did I fearch a- 
long the banks in hopes of finding fome lefs 
parched fpot which might aflford grjifs for my 
cattle: I could not dilcover a fingle tuft of 
herbage ; fo that they were obliged to be fatif- 
fied with a few oily plants, and the leaves of 
fhrubs. 

At a , little diftance from the river was a 

hotffo 
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hoiife inhabited by a widow, Van-Zeil, and 
her family, which I d^fcovered by feeing fome 
cultivated fields. I repaired to it, and met with 
the moft friendly reception. The widoW 
fold me fome fheep, and alfo four hundred 
pounds of tobacco, which I thought proper to 
add to my (lock* Fof this tobacco, which 
was of her own growth, I paid at the rate of 
two-pence Dutch money per pound, which 
made about eighty livres for the whole quanr- 
tity. I purchafed alfo fome ftrong liquor, to 
fupply the place of that which I had already 
confumed. The widow, in the courfeofour 
converfation, confirmed the account of the 
Hottentot fhepherd refpeding the difaflrous 
drought by which the country was defolated ; 
a drought indeed fo exceflive, that all the 
hordes of the LefTer Nimiquas had quitted the 
interior parts of the country, in order to ap« 
proach the fea-coaft. 

By the dreary profped before me, I was en* 
* aisled to judge what the country would be in- 
to which I was about to enter ; and yet I ftill 
entertained hopes, and endeavoured, as I may 
fay, to quiet my fears by ddufion : fo pofliblc 
^uid even probable does that appear, which co- 
incides 
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locidtis ^vkh bur ardent wifhes. If the couri^ 
try of the Lefler Nimiquas, fald I,^ has been de^ 
prived of rain, this fcarcity of water has per- 
haps been only local ; the diftri(fl4 fituated 
beyond it may not have experienced the 
fame drought, and may have had an abun- 
dant fupply of what has been hitherto want- 
ing in thofe through which I have travel*- 
led. 

Reafoning thus from tery uiicertaift proba- 
bilities, I employed my thoughts in deviling 
means for traverfmg a country, the drynefs of 
which, however terrifying, might not be an 
invincible difficulty ; and I hoped that it would 
be fucceeded by another better watered, the 
temperature and fertility of which would per*- 
haps make amends for all my fatigue* 

When the widow found that I was deter- 

* 

mined to depart, notwithftanding her advice, 
and remonftrances, flie prepared for me a fmall 
fupply of bifcuit, and defired her two fons to 
fliow me the only ford at which I could crofs 
the river without danger. We were obliged 
to go along the bank downwards to a confi- 
derable diftance to find this paffage, to which 
my guides conducted me with their oxen; 

and 
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and as a teftimcwiy of their friendfliip they 
iviflied to accompany me to the otlier fide, and 
to remain with me till the next morning ; but 
I declined their offer, becaufe, as the weather 
vifibly threatened rain, I was apprehenfive that 
the water might fuddenly rife, and prevent 
their return. It was. indeed fortunate for m* 
that 1 crofled the river that evening ; for dur- 
ing the night there came on a deluge, which 
continued, without interruption, for three q^** 
tire days, and which flattered me with new 
hopes of the happy fuccefs of my journey, Itg 
violence was even fo great, from th« very firft 
moment it began, that I was obliged to halt^ 
and to encamp on the t)order.of the river* I 
was here favoured by my good fortune j fmc^ 
had I been one day later, I fhould have found 
no ford, and ihould have been reduced to* the 
necefiity of crofiing on rafts; a laborious me- 
thod, which would have occafioi^d to v^j 
people n^nch £itigue, and to me a great jiois of 
time; befidce that, ^he ftrean^ b§iag j»t{^f4 2^pd 
cnclofed between fteep bftnksgr.tb^.'^ufe C3jf ^^ raft, 
during an inundation, .would have been at^ 
<end«d withxanfxderabledaiigfp. - 

The ifecond day the waters fweU§d/o muct 
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as to reach my waggons ; and I was abligedi 
therefore, to remove my camp to a greater 
diftance towards the plain. Had the rife taken 
place during the night, my camp might have 
been fwept entirely away ; and my own Itfe, 
and the lives of my people, have been expofed 
to the moft imminent peril. 

At the Cape, I had often heard of the rifle 
which a traveller runs in this part of Africa, 
when he encamps too near rivers, Reipedling 
thefe dangers the planters had even told me 
wonderful tales, to which I gave little credif, 
confidering them only as the exaggerations of 
the narrators ; but experience has fince con- 
vinced me of their truth. Many a time, when 
encamped during the moft beautiful weather, 
and even after a very great drought, near fmall 
riverd, and at a diftance from their banks, have 
I feen them fo fwell on a fudden, by the burib- 
ing of a ftorm, as, ill lefs than three hours, to 
rife above the trees on their banks, inundate 
the j^lzim to a c^niiderahle diftance, and. form 
around me ah imineflfe lake. 

It is, therefore, prudent in a traveller never 
CO encamp neaf rivers, except on an eminence 1 
which, when at their greateft height, they can- 

• '£. 

not 
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not reach ; and it Is eafy to afcertam this boun- 
dary by infpediing the trees on their banks. In 
their overflow they carry along with them 
reeds and grafs, which, being caught by the 
branches, remain fufpended^ and atteft how far 
the water has rifen. In the day-time we may 
without danger ftation ourfelves on the banks^ 
under the flielter of the trees. In general, in- 
deed, no (hade is to be found any where clfe ; 
and if an inundation fhould happen,there would 
at lead be little or no rifk, as nothing could 

"prevent its being feen ; but to remain thus 
fituated in the night, would be expofing our- 
felves imprudently, and efpecially during the 
winter monfoon. 

The rain having at length ceafed the third 
day, I proceeded on my journey j and follow- 
ing for three hours the courfe of the ftream 
downwards, I arrived at the confluence of a ri- 
Tulet,. called in the Hottentot language Koig^ 
nas^ and by the Dutch Dwars-rivier (crofs^ 
river). This ftream^ which, like the greater 
part of thofe in Africa, flows only during the 

, xaitjy feafon, ' was To deeply enclofed between 

banks in the place where we could crofs, that 

* 

yre did not obferye h till we were dole upoa 
; . Qjj it$ 
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its briak. The paflage acrofs this rivulet, ta 
ijpreak the truths ,g^^^ ^^ great uneaiinefs ; not 
indeed on account of the Koignas itfelf, which 
is very narrow, and, receiving little water 
from other ftreams, had not been much in-f 
creafed hy the rain ; but on account of the di& 
ficulty of approaching it, occafioned by the 
(leepnefs and height of its banks. The foil, 
befides, confifted of glutinous earth, which the 
rains had rendered fo flippery, that the defcent 
was extremely dangerous for my carriages^ 
Thus did drought and rain both confpire to de- 
feat my intentions j and every thing, in Ihort, 
feemed in combination to prefent at eve^y ftep 
new obftacles to my progrefs, 

Klaas, wifhing to contribute by his care to 
the happy fuccefs of our paflage, took upon 
him to dired the firft waggon, and put him- 
felf at the head of the oxen : but his foot hav- 
ing flipped in defcending, he fell down ; and 
before he had time to rife he was not only trod 
«pon by the firft pair of oxen, but the other 
four alfb*^afled over hisl)6dy/' Luckily I had 
obferved hhh fall, and *itty cries broright to hii 
aid his companions, who, favouring by their 
refiftance the efforts made~ by the driver fo 

keep 
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ke^ "b^ck the laft yoke, (lopped the carriage 
At the very moment that it was aboiit to de- 

fterid, and j lift ready to roll over-my unfor- 

. _ •• * 

turlate favourite. 1 dragged him from below 
the Oxen ; and it is ifnpoflible for me to ex- 
prefs the joy I felt, when, having placed him' 
cti his legs again, and interrogated him refpefl- 
ing his fall, he informed me that he had 
received no material injury. He had however 
fuffered fome contufions from the oxen ; but 

thefe animals, though hurried down the de- 

* 

fcent, had, from an inftinft of which I admired 
the fagacity, fpared him as much as circum- 
ftances would allow: and indeed it is almoft 
Incredible that fo many feet (hould have pafled 
Over him without crufliing him to death. 

Having landed on the right bank of the 
Koignas, I direded my route, according to the 
information I had received from the widow 
Vaii-Zeil, towards the Vleirmuys- KJip (rock 
of bats). As I advanced, I obferved the track 
of a Hon quite frefli. This difcovery, which 
fince my departure from the Cape was the firft 
of the kind, warned me to be upon my guard 
in our encampment during the night. The 
^nini^ had been lurking among the buihes 

0^3 r«ar 
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near the river, at the time of our crofling it| 
and had doubtlefs been determined to fly to 
the plain by the noife of my caravan. I went 
in purfuit of him with one of ray hunters and * 
fome dogs, and we followed him the greater 
part of the day j but the app^-oach of night, and 
the fear of lofmg our way, as it was at laft fo 
dark that I could no longer diftinguifh the 
tracks of the wheels of my carriages, compelled 
me to return to my camp. 

Swanepoel, to fupply me with a beacon by 
which to dired my courfe, had caufed .the fires 
to be lighted fooner than ufual. I have al- 
ready faid that it was cuftomary for us to 
kindle feveral every evening ; they ferved both 
to fecure us againft the cold during the nighty 
and to frighten away hurtful and dangerous 
animals ; but on this occafion they attradled a 
particular fpecies, from which it was impofEble 
for us to defend ourfelves. The rock I have 
mentioned, near which we were encamped, 
contained an immenfe quantity of bats, and it 
is from this circumftance it takes its name. Of 
thefe animals fome^ feared by a light that w2^ 
new to them, made in their holes Jfo frightful 

a noife as almoft to ftua me; while others 

fluttered 
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fiutt^ed In hundreds ar6und us, fqueakingv aa4 
^very now and then flapping . their wings in 
our faces. In vain did we attempt to defend 
purfelves ; the threatening crowd only in- 
<:realed, and we received blows from every 
quarter;. Favoured by the darknefs, I perhaps 
n\ight have fecured myfelf jtgaioft their infults 
by returning to my waggon j but. how escape 
from the piercing, dip of this countlefe multi- 
tude^ whiph made thp very rocks r^ibund with 
their fries ? M7 cattle 4lfo were as much an- 
noyed by thepa a3 ourfclves j and every thing 
announced ^ difagreeable night, without the 
hope pf relief. In this diflrefling fituation, I 
jQiw only one courfe to be pjjrfued j which 
was, to decamp immediately, and leave the 
§eld of battle to thefe trpublefopqie and obfti- 
qate enemiest 

I accordingly gave orders to ftrike our tents 
9nd yoke the cattle, and, proceeding down, the 
£lephai>tSrRiver, encamped at a plaqe palled in 
the Hottentot lapguage K^rekenflp^ and in Dutch. 

Notwithftanding the vexation and ill hu-^ 
mour into which this nocturnal decampment, 
jind the adventure that occafionc^ it, h^d 

0^4 thrown 
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, Ihrown us, I was pleafed with the idea ofad^ 
vancing, from the hope of finding convenient 
pafturage for my animals^ which were all re- 
duced to a moft deplorable condition, and par- 
.ticularly my oxen and horfes, which, fmce we 
feft Heefe^logement, having had nothing but 
foch oily plants to feed upon as had been fpared 
fcy'the drought, were feiied with a lo6feiiefs, 
\frhich gave *ine very great uneafinefsV That 
they might recover, I allowed them d few days 
reft ; during which, defirous of turning thisde- 
Jay to ad vantage J refolved t'otraverfe the neigh- 
bourhood, and to explore thecountry,efpeciaUy 
the mouth of the Elephants-River, which, 
from the information I had received, coulij 
fee only a fhort diftance from my new camp. 

Klaas, though he ftill felt fome .pains from 
his fall, was earneft in his defire to accompany 
me. I fet out,* therefore, attended by him and 
three more of my people, among whpm' wa§ 
one of thofe Hottentots he had engaged in my 
ftrvice, and who was loaded with my private 
tent, the only baggage I thought it neceffary- to 
take with me. My intentioit was to proceed 
jiTong th^ baiik of the river j and I conceived^ 
tfcat \>y thu& following its cotirfe I fliobld 

(hprtei^ 
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&0rten th« wajr, as I Ihould jun thereby th« 
lefsrifk of lofing myfelf : but the fain had th^ 
iday before fo fweliiwl the river, that It had in 
many parts^ overflowed, and ha>d forined, eipe*-* 
ciaily ia th$ low lands^ immetife )ake8« Thefe 
coBeftioM lof water, which often prefen«rf 

, • • • 

themfelree, rendered it neceflary for us to maker 
long win^ngg^ that gt^iatly retarded our pfi>* 
grefs J and to reach the fed, I was therefore 
joWiged to employ more time than, under othef 
pirGiimftances, fach a diftance would have re*. 
j^uired, I would not, however, alter my route^ 
becaufe the lake^ were covered with an im-^* 
menfe multitude of aquatic birds of every kind^ 
afid particularly gulls, fea-fwalFows, and fla- 
jkingos, which 1 faw in thoufands, 
\ r thought I muft find among thefe innu- 
merable flocks new objcQis worthy of being 
added to my collection. 1 indeed killed fcveral, 
and among thefe a charming bird three feet m 
height, which at prefent makes a part of my 
cabinet of natural hiftory. Its head and throat, 
which are entirely bare, are covered with a 
fkin of the brighreft red, terminated by a band 
of a beautiful orange, which fcparates the 
fi^ed part from that ppyered ^ith featherst 
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The upper part of the wings, having broad 
ftripes of a fine violet colour, agreeably (haded, 
18 bordere4 by a white baad of feathers, the 
thick and filky beards of which, feparated from 
each pthqr, have a perfe^ refemblance to a rich 
fringe. The quilts of the wings and tail are 
of a greepiOi b|ack, which, as it receives the 
light in a more or lefs oblique diredion, aiTumes 
the appearance of violet or purple. The reft 
q{ the plumage is Qf a beautiful white* Th^ 
l^ill, which is long and fomewhat crooked, is 
yellow, as are the feet* This bird belongs to 
the gefiu» of the ibis, of which we ^rCsalready 
acquainted with feveral ipecicis. 

Having at length surived before night at thi^ 
fea*(hpre, I caufed my tent to be credited, an4 
a fire to be kindled ; hut not with (landing our 
great fatigue none of us could clofe our eyes« 
The fea breeze was fo iharp, and the cold fo 
exceffive, that we were obliged to employ the 
vi^hole night in warming ourfeiyes. This ftato 
of fufFering made me wait with impatience for 
the day ; and as foon as it appeared I fet out 
in queft of game with three of my people, ad- 
vancing along the banks of the riven 

My companions foon left me, and went tQ 

hunt 
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li«nt among the fand-hills, with z yievr of 
finding foitie bird or animal with which I was 
unacquainted, or any other extraordinary pb- 
je6t proper to gratify my curiofity. They 
gave themfejves confiderable trouble j but their 
zeal was unaccompapied with fuccefs. All 
their fearch ended in the difcovery of a fe w 
antelopes (ree-bock), at which they fired ; and 
which, flying towards me, followed each 
other in a ftring, as they pafTed the fpot where 
I flood. I had an opportunity of firing at 
them in my turn ; but at that moment I was 
engaged in viewing a prodigious number of 
vultures, and other.birds of prey, which I faw 
flying round, or hovering in the air, and then 
alighting at the diftaace of a quarter of a league 
before me. My people had killed two of thofc 
antelopes called fleen-bocks ; but, regardlefs of 
this acquifition, I was devouring with my eyes 
the carnivorous birds I had difcovered, which 
were becoming every moment more nume- 
rous ; and my curiofity was doubled , when I 
was told by my people that thefe birds were 
attracted by the fmell of a dead elephant, or 
fome other animal, on which it was probable 
they were feeding. 

When 
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When we approachecf, wc adkualljr found 
on the fhore a fpermaceti whale about fifty 
feet in length. It was lying at th? diftance of 
more than a hundred paces from the fea ; and 
had doubdefs been forced thither by the wares j 
but the fea muft certainly have experienced a 
mbft tremendous ftorm, to be aWe to throw fd 
far a maffr fa enormous* It was attacked by 
a variety of cari>ivorous birds, arid by a num- 
ber of crows; but particularly by different 
fpecies of thofe fffiajl quadrupeds, of the genu* 
of the polecat and weafel, which, at the Cape^, 
»e known under the general name of muys^ 
bond. All thcfe animals were bufily feeding 
•upon the whale, of which a confiderable part 
had already been devoured hj them ; but our 
approach dlfturbed the enjoyment of their re- 
paflr. The birds betook themfelves to flight ; 
the muys'honden icampered away ; the crows, 
however, a fpecies of carnivorous animals 
more obftinate than any other, remained and 
were loth to quit their prey ; without being 
frightened by our vifit, they hovered round 
the earcafe, and over our heads, croaUng in the 
moft frightful manner. 

1" he fand, to the dift^iuce of more than fifteen 

feet 
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£;et round the whale, wds moiftened with its 
blubber, which had been converted into oil bjr 
the heat of the fun. The lofs of this greafe, difl 
perfed in this manner, was a fource of affliiflioa 
to my Hottentots, who regretted that ihey had 
not within their reach one df my carriages load<« 
ed with a dozen barrels, that they might fill 
them with oil ; an event which would have 
rendered them happy during the whole jour- 
ney, Defire, however, foon begets induftry ; 
they thought of their antelopes, and requeftej 
my permiflion to difpofe of them. Having 
obtained it, they returned to the fpot where 
they were hid, ahd, flaying them, made bags of 
their fkins, of which each was capable of hold^ 
ing more than forty pounds of oil. 

I endeavoured myfelf to derive fome benefit 
from the whale. . Examining it with attention^ 
I obferved varions kinds of beetles crawling 
aver this immenfe body of carrion, and em^ 
ployed alfo in devouring it. Having counted 
fourteen diflferent ijpecies, I began to hunt thefc 
fwarms of infers ; and fome tncUvidiials £e-^ 
h&cd from each fpecies were, in turn, facri- 
ficed to my favourite paflion, and Icrvcd to en* 
tkh mj fmall coUedion. Th$ repofitory in 

which 
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, which I preferved them was a flat light hot 
made of deal, which I placed above the crown 
frf" my hat ; and ia order that it might be car* 
ried the more commodioufly, it was, like the 
hat itfelf, of a round form, and fecured as 
well as (haded by the oftrich-feathers with 
which I wag accuftomed to ornament my 
head* 

More fatisfied with what I had collefted 
than with the immcnfe provifion of oil made 
by my Hottentots, I returned to my tent, 
which had been guarded in my abfence by one 
of my people. Having feen by the way, 
among the fand-hills, a confidei;abIe quantity 
of the dung of elephants ; I was induced to 
believe that thefe animals mufl: abound in thifr 
diftrid:, and that the river had not unjuftly ac<« 
quired its name from them. None of the dung 
was indeed freih : but I concluded from this 
circumftance that the elephants ufually fre- 
quented the right bank of the river, and that, 
forced at this feafon by the drought to quit a 
fpot that was now become barren, they had 
crofied over to the left, which I fuppofed to be 
lefs parched. 

Thefe, however, were only eonjeaurca; and 

pioba-* 
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pirobability, perhaps, ought rather to have led 
me to believe that thefe animals, v^ithout 
chaining from, the one bank to the other, had 
^ xetired into the interior parts of the country. 
A defire of meeting with a herd or two, and aC 
hunting them, had neverthelefs fo heated my 
imagination, that» by attempting to gratify it, I 
expofed myfelf to the danger of being irrepa- 
rably loft, with the beft Hottentot of my ca- 
ravan. I (hall here give a particular account 
of this celebrated inftance of fool-hardinefs. 
which was nothing Icfs than to crofs with my 
fire-arms, baggage, and attendants, a confider- 
able river fwelled by inundations, in order to 
encamp on the oppofite fide, 
, Fortunately I had with me excellent fwim- 
mers, to whom the croffing of a river, what- 
ever might be its breadth, could be no caufe of 
uneafmefs. With me the cafe was entirely dif- 
ferent. The reader will recoUeft that I once 
before imprudently rifqued my life, in my firft 
journey, when purfuing an eagle on the banks 
of the Queer-Boom. Warned by this danger, 
I had fmce exercifed myfelf frequently in fwim- 
ming, and had indeed never negledled it when 
an opportunity occurred. I was however as 

' .yet 
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yet very imperfeflly acquainted with the art 5 
and I by no means found myfelf fufficiexidy 
confident to attempt an overflowing ri^er, 
which was at the fame time extremely rapid 
and of an inmienfe breadth. I held a confulta^ 
tioa therefore with my people on the courfe to 
be purfued, and the beft and moft prudent 
means to enfure its fuccefs. 

The firft idea that iuggefted itfelf to us was 
that of a raft ; whkh was the moft natural as 
well as the mod convenient mode of convey*- 
axKe, and that which I had tried before without 
any accifdent, but on rivers, it is true, kfs dan* 
gerous. Trufling to the ftrength of my fwim*- 
mers, I imagined for a moment that it would 
be an eafy tafk for them to drag it to the op- 
pofite bank ; but on examining the difficukies 
more . minutely, we . apprehended, and with 
reafon, that, as the raft would form an er- 
tehfive furface, it might acquire a velocity 
'^hich it would not be poffible fdr the fwim- 
mers to overcome and to direct. It was necef- 
fary however to find or to conftruQ: (bme 
fpecies of float that would bear me, and they 
might be able to cotidud. My Hottentots had 
no Ikill upon this fubje^t. How indeed flioujd 

they 
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they be ingenious in refources of which none 
of them had any aeed ? And by what ftrange 
accident did it happen, that there flood upon 
this fliore a native of Surinam, educated at 
Paris, and incapable of fwimming ? The inca- 
pacity was all ray own : it was therefore juft 
that I fhould invent the means of relieving it, I 
propofed to launch upon the ftream the trunk 
of a tree, upon which I (hould feat myfelf 
aftride ; and my four tompanions unanimoufly 
cjchorted me to have courage, and they would 
anfwer with their lives for my fafe arrival on 
the oppofite ihore. 

Thus animated, I felt no longer the fmalleft 
hefitatioti : it remained only to find the fpecies 
of float requifite for my purpofe. Of trunks, 
indeed, there was an abundance ; for the in- 
undation, as is fure to be the cafe in thofe 
countries where trees and plants, paffing 
through the various ftages of vegetable life, 
perifh as they fland!, and wither on their roots, 
had overturned great numbers, and fcattered 
them along the banks ; but the majority of 
them dill retained their branches, and of thofe 
without branches, fome were too fhort, fome 
too long, and others too flenden It was necef- 

Vol. I. R fary 
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fafj to fix upon one that. was in ail refpeds 
favouAble to our projedl ; and aft^r proceed- 
ing to a confiderable diftance up the river^ we 
at length fucceeded. The difficuky that had 
attended this refearch had beelt accompanied 
with no little muhnuring ; meanwhile to tiiis 
very circumflance, in the end, were we itt-» 
debted for our lives. . 

Our firft operation was to launch the tree, 
and to fix to one end of it two firings of 
leather, to enaUe the fwimmers to drag it after 
them. We then rolled up in a bundle their 
krofles and my tent, which we faftened to the 
middle of the float, tying firmly at the fame 
time to this bundle the two leathern Yeffels of 
oil, one on each fide. Thefe veffels I thought 
would not only ferve to tlimiaifh the weight 
of the machine, but alTo prevent it from ovcr< 
letting and plunging me into the water. \ 

It remained to find a method of tranfporting 
our powder-flafks and artillery, and particularly " 
of preferving them dry. This care I took upon, 
myfelf. It would be poffible, I imagined, to 
hold my fufees refting on my flioulders ; and 
as to the powder-flafks, I fufpended thfem from 
my neck, with my watch. The preparations 

being 
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being fimflied, and every arrangement made 
for ib fingular a paffage, I proceed, accoutred 
* in this grotefque manner, to my ftation. I enter 
the water aftride on my log, place myfelfereft, 
as if on a faddle, that is to fay, upon the kroiles 
and tent between the leathern veffels; my fwim^ 
mers dart forward, they take hold of the ftrings, 
they draw along the frail and perilous bark, 
with its cargo and paffenger, and I behold my- 
felf adrift upon the ftream. 

So many precautions might fufEce to fecure 
me againft every accident. I was therefore 
free from apprehenfion. At the fame time, 
not to exhauft my fwimmers, to whom fo wide 
a paflage muft prove trying, I fettled with them 
that there fhould be only two of- them in the 
front to pull me along, while the other two, 
retting upon the hinder part of the raft, might 
ftrike with their feet, and pufh me forward 
with their bodies ; thefe laft ferving to relieve 
the others as occafion fhould require : a plea- 
fant kind of Tritons, who were foon to give a 
high degree of alarm to their Neptune. 

At firft we proceeded delightfully j becaufe 
the part of the river which had overflowed the 
baaks, fcarcely poiTefGng any motion, offered 

R 2 of 
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of courfe very little lefiftance. The fwimmer^, 
therefore, dragged me along without difficulty ; 
they were even ridiculing the fear they had 
entertained of not fucceeding, and Imyfelfwas 
making merry at my own expence. I could 
not help laughing at my ftifF and conftrained 
attitude ; with my two arms raifed aloft hold- 
ing in the air my inftruments of death ; with 
the collar that was about my neck^ and the 

baggage which furrounded my waift, ferving 

« 

as ballaft to the moft fingular conveyance that 
the mind of man perhaps had ever invented : 
but the fcene was prefently changed, and the 
accents of our voices became expreffi ve of very 
different fentiments. 

Scarcely had we entered the current when, 
its rapidity overpowering our efforts, we faw 
ourfelves gradually drifted out of our courfe ; 
and foon its violence was fo great that, notwith* 
ftanding the courage and dexterity with which 
my negroes combated with the water, wc 
found ourfelves haftening towards the fea. 

Had we been adually carried thither, no 
exertion could have faved me : I muft infallibly 
have periflied. However, as my good for- 
tune would have it, the wind, blowing from 

the 
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the fea, Counteradted in fome meafure the cur- 
rent, and retarded our deftrudion : but, at the. 
fame time, it excited waves that prevented us 
from advancing to our deftination, an^ which 
befides fo continually covered us with water, 
that we were every inftant hid from each 
other. 

By an inconvenience alfo which it was not 

i 

poffible to have forefeen, and which would 
nowadmit of no remedy, the trunk, which had 
hitherto continued fteadily in its horizontal 
pofition, could no longer be kept in it by any 
effort. Sometimes it preiTed with violehce 
upon the fwimmers that conduced it, and ren- 
dered it impoffible to preferve the thongs at 
their full extent, or to derive any advantage 
from them. Sometimes it was urged with 
equal force in the oppofite diredion j in which 
cafe it hung with irrefiftible weight upon, 
the thpngs, pulling back the guides, and fhak-- 
ing them completely out of their courfe. But, 
what was worfe, it often funk entirely .under 
water at one end, while the other vs^s raifed to 
a fituation qearly vertical. In this pofture, the. 
afliftance of the fwimmers behind was rendered 
ufelefs; and I faw myfelf, in* fpite of ajl my: 

R 3 Hotten- 
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Hottentots could do, carried along by the cur- 
rent, tofled tHis w»y and that, and ready every 
moment to lofe my equilibrium. 

The danger was imminent. The fwimmers 
in the rear precipitately quitted their poft, and, 
feizing the thongs, all four endeavoured to pull 
me forward with their utmoft ftrength. I at- 
tempted by the ufe of my fert to affift their ef- 
forts. Their exertions were incredible : they 
had promifed to place me in fafety on the op- 
pofite fliore, and they deemed thenofelves 
obliged rather to die than to quit their under- 
taking; but, notwithftanding their unfhaken 
fidelity, I began to defpair. The force of the 
current feemed flronger and ftronger ; it drew 
me every moment towards the fea ; and I faw 
no profpedl of fafety but in quitting the trunk, 
the accoutrements about my neck, my gunp, 
and all my conveniences, and calling myfelf 
upon the mercy of my Hottentots, hoping that 
they, by furrounding me, would be able to 
keep me above water, and convey me either 
to the ihore we fought, or the ihore we had 
left. 

In the midft of the moft lively alarm I had 
ever experi^ncedj would it be fuppofed what 

was 
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:Mra8 the nature of the confolation that dimi- 
niflied my horror ? I ftrongly felt upon this oc- 
cafion how much the calamities of man are 
leflcned by being divided. I commiferated the 
poffiblc fate of my brave attendants, who feem- . 
ed upon the point of facrificing their lives to 
their attachment to me : yet this attachment 
took away the bitternefs of death : I fhould at 
lead not be abandoned till I had experienced 
all the attentions of friendlhip. 

Meanwhile my poor Hottentots, panting, 
exhaufted, and deprived of llrength, called on 
each other with a feeble voice to perfeverew 
Not one relaxed his hold of the thong ; not one 
ceafed to fwim, or to oppofe fome fort of re- 
fiflance to the ftream ; they had recourfe to fkill 
where ftrength failed, and were attentive to ' 
improve every poffible advantage. One of 
them was wholly new to my fervice, a ftranger 
to my intercourfe and my perfon ; yet he did 
not yield to his comrades in pertinacity, and I 
believe would have been one of the firft to 
perifh in the exertion. 

Death, feemed to ftare us in the face, when 
I began to perceive, by the diminifhed re* 
ri(lance,.that we had fufiiciently cleared the 

R 4 centre 
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centre of the current ; they perceived it too,; 
they coUeded all their force ; they took breath; 
they found themfelves in a perfect calm ; and 
prefently they gained the ihallow^ w^here they 
could touch the bottom with their feet. The firft 
who felt it announced it by a fhout, which was 
repeated by the reft. In vain fhould I attempt 
to paint the emotion which now burft forth 
from us all. I difengaged myfelf from the 
grotefque fit nation, which had excited alter- 
nately our pleafantry and our alarms ; I leaped 
upon the (hore ; I threw myfelf upon the neck 
of my deliverers, and they embraced me with 
tranfporr. 

Our firft care was to kindle a large fire, by 
which to warm ourfelve§ and dry our clothes. 
From the combined effe£t of fear and the 
water, we (hivered as with an ague. My fwim- 
mers, by a happy forefight, had provided 
themfelves with a calabafli of brandy. Not- 
withftanding my repugnance to this liquor, in 
the prefent inftance I partook of it with plea- 
fure ; and though the quantity I drank was 
fmall,it braced up my nerves and inftilled new 
life into my frame. In order to have the free 
ufe of my hands in clinging to the trunk, I 

had 
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had been obliged during cur paflTage to fa(lexi 
my artillery to my knees ; it had accordingly 
been wetted ; and I haftened to repair the 
mifchief by wiping and drying it. Twenty 
times had I been drenched myfelf by the waves ; 
yet the water had fortunately neither penetrated 
my powder-flalks, nor injured my watch. 
What reafon had I to rejoice that I had fo far 
perfevered as not to abandon the raft ! The lofe 
of my fire-arms and my tent would have been 
irreparable ; and not only would it have de- 
feated the objedt for which I had crofled the 
river, but have greatly incommoded me in my 
general expedition. 

At the time, however, other thoughts occu- 
pied my mind. I congratulated myfelf folely 
on the danger we had efcaped ; of the greatnefs of 
which I had no conception, till I obfcrved from 
our landing-place the diftance we had pafled. 
Then it was that I refleSed with ferioufnefs on 
the extravagance of my folly, and the ralhnels 
of the enterprife. Upon viewing the paflage, 
I fhuddered with terror. It vvas not a river 
that we had croffed, but a vafr inundation, of 
which the eye could fcarccly reach the extent. 
As I had no inftruments to meafure it, it is 

g impcflibl^ 
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impoffible for me to fpeak with accuracy of 
its breadth; but fome elUmation may be 
formed from the time we were upon the water, 
which I obferved to be a full half«*hour : mean* 

« 

while an allowance muft be made for the ra- 
pidity of the ftream, which drifted us from our 
courfe and retarded our paiiage. 

Perceiving my Hottentots to be recovered a 
little from their fatigue, I began to think of 
the mod effedual means of rewarding their 
fidelity; and I requefted them to afk of me 
with freedom whatever they pleafed. 

Klaas was at this moment fitting by my fidei 
fqueezing me by the hand, and teftifying in 
the mod afiedionate manner the pleafure he 
felt at having once more contributed to my 
fafety. " I have a favour," faid he, " to a{k 
•*» of you, not for myfelf, but for another. If 
**.you think that my friend Jonker' (which 
was the name of niy new Hottentot) *^ has 
** aded like a youth of courage, I could wifh 
•• you to beftow on him a fufee. It was I 
** who engaged him in your fervice ; it is I 
•* who am refponfible for his condu£k ; and be 
** aflured he will never give you caufe to re- 
** pent this indulgence.'*. 

To 
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. To underftand this requeft the reader muft 
know, that I ixnpofed on myfelf very feverc laws 
in the diftribution of my fire-arms. They 
were not given to all my people indifcrimi*» 
nately. On the contraryj I had granted this 
favour to thofe alone with whofe character I 
was thoroughly acquainted, and who had iig« 
nalized themfelves as much by their fidelity^ 
as by their courage and addreis ; and thefi I 
fsirther diftinguiflied by the name of hunters* 
Every month I. gave them alfo a ducatoon (a 
piece of coin of about nine livres) as pay ; whild 
the reft feceived only a rix- dollar, which is 
one third Icfs. This pay, to men who had no 
need, during our journey, to be at any ex- 
pence, added to other little profits which it was 
my intention one day to beftow upon them, 
could not but afford them the hopes of con- 
fiderable enjoyment when my excurfion fhould 
be completed, and they ihould return to the 
Cape. . . 

I promifed to Jonker what Klaas had afked 
for him ; that is to fay, to give him, on my 
return to our camp at Krekenap, a fufee, with 
complete accoutrements and ammunition. I 
even conferred on him another favour j that of 
7 appoint- 
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appointing him one of the conduftors of my; 
principal waggon, the benefits arifing from 
which, added to his pay as a hunter, increafed 
his income one half. Thus did I enjoy the 
pleafure of diftributing rewards and granting 
promotion to my companions, without the in- 
fiucnce of any bafe intrigue, any infidious re- 
commendation, that might induce me to be la- 
\i(h towards fome, and niggardly and unjuft 
towards others. In fhort, I happily governed 
my fmall caravan without the afEftance of thofe 
plodding intriguers, who vain of their know- 
ledge, and intruding themfelves every where, 
arrogate to themfelves the right of meting out 
rewards, and pronouncing definitively refpeft- 
ing the merits of others. 

Thefe marks of diftindion, thefe various 
honours, conferred all at once upon my new 
Hottentot, fo elated him with joy, that he 
could not' find words with which to exprefs to 
me his gratitude. Poflefled of a fufee, and be- 
come the condudor of the carriage of his 
mafter, he was in his own eftimation equal in 
importance to a grandee of Spain. To Kften 
to this Hottentot, he had all the difpofitions 
requifite in a fportfman. He felt, he faid, the 

greateft 
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greateft defire imaginable to become a good 
tnarkfman ; and though he had few opportuni- 
ties of improviiig himfelf, he found his (kill 
little inferior to his moft experienced neigh- 
bours. In (hort, he expatiated fo much,. and 
with fuch fimplicity, upon the method he 
jpradtifed for hitting the mark, as to afford ex- 
treme amufement to his countrymen who knew 
him. Seeing how much they enjoyed the joke, 
I propofed a trial of ikill, nothing doubting 
that our new knight-errant would prove aa 
inexhauftible fource of entertainment. His 
three companions were all of them expert in 
what they undertook : as to himfelf, the pofl: 
of fafety, by way of eminence, would have 
been to have placed oneVfelf precifely before 
the mark. 

As I faw he looked fomewhat alhamed, and 
look the point to heart, and as he was even 
afraid that his mifcarriage would injure him 
with me, I was eager to revive his confidence : 
I told him that, when I firft attempted to 
handle a gun, I fhot farther from my mark 
than he did, and that I had no doubt, with 
his eathufiafm upon the fubjedil, he would foon 
prove a very excellent markfman. I ihould 

have 
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liave been lefs forward in my complimeats to 
a fjpruce petit-maitre pf my own country, moft 
cfpecially if his foppery betrayed itfelf in the 
putting on a pair of fpeftacles. 

What I had predided in i^eafantry was after- 
wards confirmed; Jonker became in reality 
the moil intelligent, and the firft of my pur^ 
veyors* A few obfervations will explain thi^ 
fingularity. Hunting in Africa is a very dif- 
ferent purfuit from what it is in Europe. There 
the talent of the hunter does not, as here, con- 
iiil only in having a fteady hand, and a fure 
eye : with thefe qualities he mud poflefs others 
Hill more effential, and without which nothing 
is to be done againft the cunning of the an-^ 
telopes of the defert. He muft have an acute 
fight, fo as to difcover the game at a, confider- 
able diflance before they difcover him; he 
muft employ great art to lure and to deceive 
them ; above all, he muft poffefs an adive body, 
capable of afluming every pofition, and of 
drawing itfelf patiently for a long time upon 
the ground, in order to get within reach with- 
out being perceived. Thefe are the qualifica- 
tions of good African hunters ; this it is which 
^ves them that rare chara^er, fo highly 

efteemed 
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efteemed by the planters and the Hottentots, 
and on accoiint of which they are difttnguiflied 
by the name of ^ild-bekruyp€r^ an appellatioa 
equivalent to that of creeper-after-game. Such 
a fportfman, though he may not ihoot fo well 
as another deftitute of this African talent, will 
at the fame time kill more game ; becaufe, by 
his fupplenefs and addrefs^ he will contrive to 
drag himfelf along, till be approach {o near the 
animal that the moft unikilful (hooter woukl 
find it impoflibie to mifs. The Bofhmen are 
generally confidered as the befl btkrujpersi 
meanwhile I have had frequent opportunities 
of admiring the fame agility in Jonker* 

His fight was fo keen, that he could often 
diftinguifli an antelope as it lay upon the 
ground, at a diilance that I could not obferve ic 
even with my glafs ; and, excepting Kees, he 
bad the moft penetrating eye of my whole car- 
ravan. 

Wild animals poflefs the fenfe of feeing in 
tlie greateft perfedion ; becaufe, from the kind 
of life which they lead, having great diftances 
to traverfe, the faculty i8 in continual exercifc, 
by the frequent need they have of meafuring 
thofe diftances. For the fame reafon, men 

alfo 
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alio ia a flate of nature enjoy diis fenfe in a 
degree fcarcely lefs exquifite ; zn^fjfi thofe in 
civilifed fociety are deficient in this quality, it 
is becaufe their profpe6:s being almoft always 
more confined, they have much lefs occafion 
to develop it ; becaufe every thing that fur- 
rounds them, fuch as filks, gilding, reverberated 
and multiplied lights, obje^s of luxury, va^ 
riegatedand dazzling colours, fatigue, without 
improving their fight ; and laflly, becaufe their 
profeflions, pradices, and habits, their writing, 
reading, and the flrange abufe of pleafures, 
mufi; tend early to impair a fenfe continually 
flrained and perverted, while nothing is at the 
fame time prefented that can bring it to per-* 
fedtion. Why have hunters, who refide in 
the country, and above rM mountaineers, better 
fight than the inhabitants of cities ? The reafon 
is plain; and I may adduce myfelf as an example. 
Before my arrival in Africa, my fight was fo 
weak that, to read or write, I was obliged to 
hold the book or paper clofe to my eye. But 
having fpent feveral years in the open air, tra- 
verfmg mountains ahd valleys, and croflSng vafl 
deferts, it has been confiderably flrengthened j 

and I can now fee as far as another* 

When 
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^ Wten y^ had * a^iiufed bttrfehres for fome 

time in firing at a oiairki I UiOOght it l^ould be 

, . ■ ■ - ■ ■ ■■ ' « - 

prudent to employ my powder in a itiore ufe- 
fai Qiaimer. As- it wai for the p i;rpoie of htmt- 
^g dcphaika that I had cfoiJed the river, at 
the hazard of my dwix life, and the Hve^ of iny 
four eompaniona, I refolved to go iii purfuit of 
thefe anjmalst With this view; accompanied 
\\Y my three hunters^ I ranged about and 
fcoured the whole country; biit weikw neithet 
dung nof traces, which made mb Udbti'ely ire^ 
gret that t had fubje£ted ;nyfelf iii vain td fd 
i^nch ^ti^ei and expdfed myfeif iifdeftlif! ta 
£b tsiany dangers. It is probable, as. t have aU 
teady faid, that the elephants frequented the 
right bank of thie river ; but when bbliged by 
the drought to change Abeir tefidente, inftead 
of croifing to the left bank^ where they wbuld 
have found an equal fcarcity of foodi they had 
t-etired farther into the interior jpait of the die4 
fcrts towards the norths 

It; ; 

The feverity of the cold had jpteveixted' ua 
from fleeping. the jpreceding nighty and wei 
were again equally unfortunatiKr A Violent 
rain which came on continually estinguiflied 
our'fires;.nor was it pofliUelbr us tare-kindle 
* Vol. I. S them« 
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thcnu We were obliged, therefore, to fortify 
ourfelves with patience, and to wait till a ncvir 
day fhould arrive to invigorate our ftrength« 

It appeared, but without bringing more fa- 
vourable weather ; and I refblved to return im« 
mediately to my camp by the fhorteft way I 
could find. As the rain had rendered my tent 
and other baggage exceedingly heavy, fo that 
Iny Hottentots were likely to be overloaded, I 
advifed them to abanilon the two ikins of oil, 
that their burden might thereby be lightened. 
This was requeuing, however, an impoffible 
factifice ; and rather than have made it they 
would have left behind them their clothes. Too 
mindful of the fervices they had rendered me, 
and unwilling to offend them, I contented my* 
felf with taking Klaas along with me ; and I 
committed to his care my ibis, an obj^ of 
which I was as tenacious as were my Hotten* 
tots of their oil. With regard to the other three, 
they were to take their own time, and return 
in whatever way they (hould find mod convex 

nient* 

Tdwards evening wc arrived oppose my 
camp, to reach which we had only to crofi the 
river; and wc were 4 a place where, with a 

little 
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Kttlc pWcaution, it was tolerably pf amicable. 
The darknefs of the night prevented Swane- 
poel frottfL feeiilg uS j but our cries feached him, 
ind he fent two horfes ufed to the water, and 
two fwimmefs to guide us in our paffage^ which 
we happily eficfted without danger. 

Behold me then returned to my family, 
among my tents, my carriages, my companions, 
and my animals* How great was my joy when 
I compartd ihy prelent tranquillity With my 
fituatldn at thfe ftiduth of the river ! I found 
myfclf, however^ fo exceflively fatigued, and 
fo oppreiTed with droVefinefs, that, having 
taken off my wet clothesi and put on dry ones, 
I threw myfelf on my mattrefs^ and -flept with** 
out interruption till the next day at npon^ that 
is to fay, nearly eighteen hours* I ihould 
even, I b^lidve^ have fallen into a lethargy but 
for the care of Swanepoel, who, alarmed at my 
fleeping fo long, and fearing that I was iU, 
came to Waken me. 

Jonker and the other tw& Hottentots, whom 
I left behind, had arrived in the mdrning, and 
they did nctt fail to relate to their companions 
all the circamftances of our curious adventure. 
Each made His remarks according to his cha« 

3 2 rader} 
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tader ; but the hiftory c^the whafe d(inmi(bed 
my imprudence in their eyes» and rendered m^ 
much lefs eulpabk. They even cosxHdered 
my jcaimey to the coaft as th^ mod fortunate 
of our enterprifes ; and they all regretted, that 
they had not been chofen to accompany me : 
all, that h to fay, but Swanepoel, who alone 
feemf d forry I had undertaken it^ bf caufe of 
the dangers, to which itc^.^ad expofed me. 
Som^timea he addrefled biA rqproafbtes to the 
whole clDitpftny, . and foffietlpi^. to tl^^ £our 
frnmip^g ki patticultr, whon> h^ coixfid^cd 
as ciimin^ for baying dlryied O^c, I miyii^lf 
^ven^ 9fi £b0n as I av^oke, w:as ^ot exempted 
from his cenfure. I refpe£ted him oa account 
of his age, and I liftened tq \kU remonftrances ; 
but I regretted at the iame time that I was not 
able to ahfwer him, by difplayipg .before his 
eyes the fpoiis of a conqueft more brillis^ t^an 
that of aa ibis, the onJy fruit of my peritous 
expedition. 

At dinner, my four companions had filled 
the heads of the other Hottentots wldi an idea 
of the great quantity, tf oil they might jmto-. 
cur© by going to the fca &orc where we had., 
left the wh^e* During ihe reft of the day*, 

6 their 
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"tKcir - convcHitioh 'was en^offe3* by this un- 
ifortfehafe ftfbjedl} knd ^fo<Tieafed •Were their 

attosi^Ihaltibns^ thai?,' when I awoke the next 

• • • . * 

ificfrh&jgi-tfiey 'dittw to ftie in a tod^ to beg 
"I^'^ohld allow"' liit ' riien witK-ltWO 'ox'^ri ib 
•Vriike ah 'exfeurfldn"t6 th-e fhort; ifdr the pur-^ 
pbffi of colFeQittg- a certaih '^jiiantity.of' the 
«tti^*ed'-WuHjer,VRkli Wdui'd afibh! theto fo d©- 
liAxits a treat. Thts, •' htJ^wfeveri was nOt pre- 
-eifely 4ftfe motive 'fljej^'alle^, to induce me 
te toad my Wa^g6in Wkbftfatti'ikdtl^nariti^ 
cuto1>i»JiftCe. Thef- pretended to" have tnf 
intercft in view : the traces ahd ajife^treds of 
*iiiy fcarriages, they TaW; had aliftdft every ino- 
mfeiit nici'ed of being died ; they wanted ft dved 
. at^fefidfefnt, as they- had not ftir' a bnt^timfe 
beetl gt^afed; and I Ao'tild rtirij'^tjtthips, the 
ttfoue of not'findJng agai^To fa'vontibie an 
opportutirty. ' • -• -^ — - •• 

• Thefe Ipritencci^th^gh' apparently founded 
tfr^^trUtb; -had WUtf mi^ vftry little'' weight; I 
iiadjtift 'learned 'that/ during niy aWenCe, twd 
. or itiy 'beft oien^ ' while drirfkihg at the riVer, 
had -'been carf ied away by 'the current and 
dtbwned ; and there Was tea(bn' to apprehend 
that the fame acddent might hi|>{i^<6n t6 others. 

S3 I had 
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I had bcl5d«s flattered myfd^ that, by rctnaio- 
ing at Krf^kcnap, Irihould find pafti^rajge 
-which would have reftored - my fick catde ; 
and it ,was in reality to give them time to re- 
cover .that I had indulged myfelf in an excur- 
lion acrofs the riven ThiadiflnAi however, 
had fuppUed them with np be^tt^r ^ood than the 
preceding p9C9;i( their dyfentery ftili increafed ; 
^nd I.fojiin^ ^fiP9^ ^^ my Tftum much wo!:re 
than beforeip^^^, I; h^d rei^l^yad, therefore, to dc- 
.canip ;ra^:ri^Jm^ day,, j»n4 to prpcee^ mtk ^ 
l^oflTib^ expi^ition ii)iean:h'Qf a more fertile 
and happjer Ifipt. , j - 

This j)lan was ^j no means favourable to 
that of '^ journey to the Tea : but an ardent de^ 
fjrc-isjaot fp eftfily cjLtiijiguiflicd ; ?ind I ckarly 
i?LW th^l; ^^pncf. or }ater I ipuft give way to it 
JVly Hott?At(>ts pcrfiftcd ;n their xequeft, re» 
prefenting that it would in no manner retard 
my departure, if I wouldj allow 'Jpnlcer to be 
pf the piftfty, who bpin^ z^q\^i^ted yrith the 
^eferts which I was going .to explorej. wcfi^ld 
fcrve as a guide, '^fl^en^blc them ^o join p>e by 
the fbortcft roads tp the plac^ where I might 
happen to encamp. Had L continued any 
longer obftic^aje, It might ,|iaYe excit54 tqo 

piuch 
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much discontent among my Hottentott* They 
received my coofent with tranfports of joy 
that bordered upoa delirium. For the mo- 
incAt, oeithcr the evils we had fufiered nor the 
greatter ones which awaited us had a fhare in 
their thoughts : every thing was forgotten : 
the hope alone of an al^undant fupply of blub- 
ber wa^ fufficient to conftitute the moft pei;- 
fed happineis. j 

Sq great was their eagernefs, that I was 
. obliged to allow Jonker to fet off immediately 

with the- two oxen and, his detachment. I 

. . . , 

£avehim afufee and ammunition ; and.he was 
ialutcd by the acclanaations of my whole com- 
paiiy. Enviable mortals^ who could be con- 
tented at fo fmall an expence^ and whom a 
little oil was about ^q reader fo wealthy awd 
felicitous I 

My own departure was left joyfuU though 
I had ftrong reafons for cjuitting. without re- 
gret the banks of a river which had been fo 
highly extolled to me, and which had proved 
by my refiding there fo difaftrou? to rhy cat- 
tle. But I was terrified at the profjped before 
me, and I anticipated the mi^ortunes with 
which I was threatened. The fky was beau- 

S4 tiful 
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tifijl and ferene, and we difc^d bur ecnvrfe 
towards the north : notwithftaddmg^ how^irei-, 
thcmildnefs of the* weather, my caltie were &> 
weak that, after a march of t^ee Kbqrg, thrf 
-refufed to d^aw, and obliged nie t<> hak; Ih 
the afterrioftil they were able to proceed only 
^ two leagues farther. I was thtn undi^r the ni^ 
cellity of iipharneffing,and of abandoning thrdc 
of my oxen, which funk through fatigue, anfl 
probably died on the fpot, as we never faw 
them afterwards. In the night I loft five 
more, which I faw miferably perifti in the 
plac? where they had lam down, withoiit my 
"beinfe abk'to iflbrd them relief ; and' fo weak 
and cxhaufteid were the remainder,' that; ano^ 
thfcr le^gW* and thfcy ^ould dl perhaps be r<i- 
duced to the fame melancholy fituatio6^ \Ve 
had found, indeed, during the whole day, 
jieither vrater npr pafturage ; yet rrefumed my 
jourAdy, hut wjth the precaution of fending 
but, ih all directions, fuch of my people as J 
fcould fparc, in order to difcover, if poffible, a 
fprijog and a little herbage, near which we 
might encamp. ' *** ' ' ■. ■. .^r. 

But vain and ffhulefs was the precatition i 
the foil, in this frightful defcrt, prefented evtxy- 

where 
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«e1i«tet;d'll^€l« Vi^ tB^fame fcorched and uni 
produaiv* f^rfilci. f ttoir teproaiihed my* 
felt for tile 1{^ thiad waftdd xm thi 

^nlcft df thr El^^hahtK^i^er^ by which kny 
jtatdeluid hetn dfj^^d «f tbt ]hde ftrengdi 
^bu nmflinedto tbem; kid'W^re ia^ 

iiCMrgttr^ purftiMl <)uf -w^y through th^ naided 
&fid8| cutafttifted, mdtothoiy and ivopeleft^ 
At leo^ili t pi^oeUfaed: at % diftatice ^fae J&/fifa(ri^ 
iO^ ^latick t>f difc6»d), whete^ I had beea 
told^i^scaldetsp aQdfploioii&ii^ zjod th^i 

kt9 iiom.it was .poflfiUd sriig^ faa^e £Hed it 
vfhh leaf liar;:: As we«dijeW' nearer, we imagined 
(hat u|xm the bprden of jhis hollo.w Svie ftw 
fome. waggpnr: anldeaitfiac^Ued us with joy 
and rtvivfed/our hopesi t Wc rnferccd- fr<om 
this ^ppetoonce^ &at rthe* cavities of I the tocli; 
imift :in&lUbly abouqd. ^itb water '; afnd as <<} 
the paiHagei, whether lhcyiw«rd tite jfropferty 
<>ffi Hoifccntotor/bcfengediitd foaic tlra^eUjer| 
W£i:toigfit fp(omi$s j^fdbros ceHiaanjrtbfoKmf^ 
tion pf the : rjowte wd faa^ r ; to • paliuie.^ Afes I 
it was aS a dtilufipn> nlj^oh our a{:^i@a[qh:tha 
waggtma ^fap^eared^^' artd 4a their ftead twQ 
eoiniKms clcjphants |)x!eieiittd di^mfelves t<i 

'i ' pur 



our view, who I494 (rog^e^ tl^^^^ 
quench their thirfttf.ai^ 1|h.0iJI»twk.thenw 
iehrefr to flight thff x|^9ii^t;,thejr peMbived tig. 

The cavity iiKiee4i:«itt«Hi«4.l^ 
a fuScieat abund«icc to; ferve ev(4i tn^K whole 
caravan* But haw •dcUvftable was ?it».iiatiure ! 
JFrequeotedby all die wiU anyiuliof thedBAnA^ 
who repaired thither, ta dvinks the ho? deca 9£the 
pond were covered with excrement ^md-^lth^ 
which the rain conthmaHy. diluted: and tarried 
aicmg with it to the bottom of the xefervbin 
J^ the fermentatioa io£ ^efcpvtrid and ttj&o* 
tioua fubftandeSy }x had atijuired a greeds co< 
]our» a nauf^ous fmell, and die moii^abomt* 
liable tafte. So great^ however, was our ^ftre^^ 
that the difcovery of this difgufling pond was 
ccnfidered by us as a fort:unate event. Befere 
I fuffered my^catric te tafle it, I ordered the 
jars we had emptied the preceding evening to 
he ^Qed ; and to render it as dnnl^aUe as I 
co^ld, 1 filtered it ^ carefully throu^ > feveral 
linen cloths } it was- then put /09 £tip £re; 
and afterwards I threw into it ' a feioir dunces 
of coffee that had ^in ground; '^By thefe 
operations it wm clari6ed a Itttlci^ and die 
talle it had coiitraded |)y the* ia&neandinl* 

' g phurous 
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low quality^ . cp^xmiiQicat»l b]^ thefe. Colytions^ 

remained iif all its force. • All wha^liaQk of 

it were fcize^ with a loofenefs ; aiKl to fome 

.It oc<^qned^:3a;a^ hiccups^ and violent 

. pains in ^t^e ^^t^owels^ which made ns appre^ 

l^eod that the.iyf^er might l»ve been poifonecl. 

I WAS the onlyt|ipifon it ijpared f or.rather^ my 

'^fufferings w^e Jf^jT^ hep^V^e, having mixed It 

rynth ;fioat'f ^lilk,. I h^d dnwife h»X a verjr fm*U 

From Kfekc9jip, jto Krakkeel-klip^ the diftance 
w^ only eigme^pes ; and thefe eight leagues 
had been the bufinefs pf Jwp complete days: 
;4uring the fec9nQ^ indeed^ .1. was able to ac- 
compliih Qn|y tjbreS) which cpft me no lefs than 
^ght houra march* For, exc)u)fiy^ qF the 
general weakoefs. of my pseQ» wbUH. could 
M]h difficulty^, dr^g thein/e|ye« j^jpng at the 

jfUx. to, unyp^, j^; qpd^. tp.^ l^vc behj|^d,^s 

4heir legs. ;.j Ip, a^w:or4,,.to,jr9f^jf^iiift, eftimat,e 

:9f .the ,4pp^ojr4Jc,|jf uji^Qp 50 ^which thefe a^ni- 

, ,r ' ' nials 
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-fot&ed Aat, tfincc'fif kft 'aep^iftore, 'tbit is 
;t6 fky, durm^ tflis IhiVo calMSfous dayslliaTe 
'bceii fpeikin^ of, I fiad Heff fevetttecfrbf ttiem 
■'Extended herfc'and tli'ere oh the^roj^'i * ' '" 
"• 'Towards evening, I TaW-iWivtr'fticxxfliVefy 
*at the rock di^rent herds of Sttte^ies (fpHftg- 
•kiddks) which ^*tite'a<5cnlterti6a^ilO' doubt to 
'Quench theft thliftirt ihe^n3Hd'/-'naH^n dW 
^1 attempt to iget near ericliiiji'td''kin fobae xif 
them, thereby to obtahi-.i lu^jJFJ^ 6f pworlfidh 
for a day or two, and fare the few fheep I Kad 
left. They elui^d fny vigil4h'i^'^ ik Ay hoiffcs, 
bein^ equally ejthaufted Wl&w^oXen, could 
not be employed tiiipiirlliirig^meni.' No fltua- 
*tlon could be mdre'defpei^atKi^fHmagiiaiBd my- 
telir to haye~|'^Hv^d' ki 'the t>tiuridkry o£ mf 
trdvets, Ahd 1 fetii^d to reft tivfefwHelmW whh 
Ihe'ihdi! pilnftf aiidmelaiicholy'fde&s: ^•' ' *■ 
*^* 'l^dxt tiiijhilftg We f6und'buf ^oor aniiii4l8 
In iUch a te'of'laAt^^i'.thSt^Veilkn^F. 
%pii}iy4fm}tS]f^\S tfife'iJl^'at-K^afceil. 

K^ip, toaffof" "^ 

themfelves' J' ^.-^ . _, ^ 

the intervaifh^Otiee mtlre'gjv5nl^ chioe to ififc 
antelopes with 9^ (tl/t of in/teft" toailEfmett'; 

but 
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l^ut the plain w^s too open ^4 unccnrered {% 
us to, cpme wUbin (hot of ihfimp 
, , The pond. was the only refer ypir ofwatqr 
within a great diftance round, and fortunately 
fame coveys of moor-fowl Repaired thither to 
4rink, My people, piore, fuocefsful than my^ 
felf, killed about thifty trai:e of thefe bir(^^ 
which afforded us a mod ejccellent repaft. Qiie. 
of myo^en waj^ jin a ftat? qf agony, which 
fyexa^ to indicate that befor^. night I ihould 
iQfe ,h^m« I therefore refigned him to my 
Hottentots; and the fleih, whei;! falted aji;d prer 
pared after their, manner, fupplied them with, 
a ftock of provifA7n$ which tailed fome ticne* 

I had retired to my tent, a. prey to the; 
l)ittereft rede£);iQQs, when, in the middle of the 
night, Kees all at once ient for^ a cry whkh 
was inftantly wfwered by the barking of my 
whole pack of dpgs» By the acutenefs of lus 
fmeU, his hearing, and his fight, this animal 
was- always the iirit to put us on our guard 
againfl: danger: $ atid, of all the fervices which 
he rendered, to xxf^e^ this was the one which 
prindpajly iadu,Qed me to be fond of him. 
The alarm he .^ad given fet every body on, 
foot; for wejba4:^qually tQ ^ad the 4(ta^}c:. 

of 
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of the BoQimea and that df tavenous beaft$ 
of jMTcy. The vicinity of the ciftera might 
cxpofe us to either, and perhaps even to 
both at the fame time. Uncertain what 
enemy I had to combat, I daufed a few 
fiiots to be difcharged towards the quarter 
which my ape pointed out, and from time 
to time I took care they fliouid be repeated. 

Thefe fiippofed enemies 1/rere my people, 
who had gone in fearch of the whald They 
were now on their return ; and, having difco** 
vered our camp by means of the fires we had 
kindled, were hallening to join us. The noife 
of our fufees had frighteiied them ; they kept' 
therefore at a diftance ; and previoufly to their 
advancing they difcharged a fhot in thdr turn 
to inform me who they were* 

At that moment, however, prepolTelled widi 
the Idea of being attacked, and having no ex<* 
pe&ation of their arrival at fo unfeafonable an 
hour, their fignal only increafed bur alarm. 
We imagined them to be maroon Hottentots, 
who, provided with fire-arms, had come to . 
aflaffinate us and plunder my camp. The 
difcharging of the fufee ftrengthened this idea^ 
and was confidered by us in no other light 

than 
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than as the commencement of a battle. Pre- 
(uming that the enemy was firing from Come 
ambuih, and was endeavouring to diflodge 
us, I encouraged my people, and we refted 
under arms the whole night, refolved, in 
cafe of extremity, to feU our lives as dear!/ 
as poflible. 

When day appeared, I obferved indeed, at a 
certain diftance, a group of Hottentots; but 
though they were in reality my own, not fedaig 
the two oxen which ought to have accompanied 
them, my mind became more and more con- 
firmed in the idea that pre-occupied it, and I 
did not know them. Obferving them, how- 
ever, approach towards me, I went to meet 
them, and the illufion was preiently at an end^ 
The air of dejedion with which they accofted 
me fufficiently announced how well founded 
had been my forefight, when I oppofed their 
departure. They told me that they had gone 
ill quell of me too far to the north, fuppofing 
me to be more advanced in my journey ; but 
perceiving no traces either of my waggoas or 
animals, and apprehenfive that fome accident 
had retarded me, they had thought proper to 
retura, and had proceeded towards Krekeoap. 

With 
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With regard to the two oxen, they had pe- 
xiflied by the way for want of pafturage. Per- 
haps ray Hoftentpta therafelves h^d^ccafioned 
their death by fatiguing thejn top mwh, and 
Qbligingthem tocayry a burtheft of qU greater 
than their ftr^ngth would admit, I w^ ia a 
manner convinced of the truth of this fufpn 
don : but^ (ituated as I was, I did oo( think 

4 

it right to diOiearten them by reproacbe«. Who. 
could have believed it \ From the moitiQiit the: 
party had quitted the whale, they had nether 
eaten nor drunk ; but the pafiion for th^ oil, 
of which they had gone in purfuUi had rendered 
both hunger and fatigue fupportabIe« They 
brought back about a hundred pounds weight} 
and there was nothing, as I conceive, that they 
regretted in this cruel difafter but the OQt hav* 
ing;been abl&to bring the whale itfelf. 
^ I was afraid fo mugh as to examine the (late 
of n;iy caravan. From day to day it had bo* 
come more deplorable, and my foul was filled 
with anguifh and apprehenfion. It was not 
without effort that I could fpur myfelf on to 
the review, I could, however, no longer dif- 
penfe niyfelf from afcertaining the: number; of 
o:$xa that were capable of being again, put iil 

h^rn^fs. 
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hamefs. Alas ! it was dreadfully diminiftied, 
and I was obliged to leave one of my vehicles 
behind me in the defert. ' It vvas the firft time 
fuch a misfortune had overtaken me; but 
there was no remedy, and my Africans ad- 
vifed me to fubmit. But this was not all : I 
knew not what was to become of us, whither 
we were to go, or to what point we were to 
dire£t our courfe. This was a new and more 
horrible fource of difqd!etude. I cannot de- 
fcribe it in a more ftriking manner than by 
adding, that I defpaired of being able to con- 
ceal thefe alarming circumftances from my 
companions, and therefore called them to- 
gether and laid the whole of the cafe before 
them. By one, I was advifed to return the 
way I had come, and to regain the Elephants- 
River : by another, to pufli on to that oiSwarie 
Dooren^ which was in reality not a river, but a 
canal made by fome torrent ; but which, from 
the late rains that had fallen, might perhaps 
fupply us both with water and pafturage. The 
firft of thefe projedls was impradicable, ind, 
fo far from offering a refource, threatened de- 
(Irudion as well to ourlelves as to our cattle, if 

t 

we were rafli enough to undertake it. We 
VpL, I, T ihould 
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fliould have, indeed, at the Elephants-River, 
though no pafturage, the confolation of water 
in abundance ; but to return through the 
fcorched plains we had left behind us, and to 
travel three days more, with fuch lean and ex-- 
haafted animals, and in want too of every 
neceOfary^ was more than could be efFedled 
though fonje god had been the charioteer. 
On the contrary, the other plan might plunge 
yxs ftill deeper perhaps in the abyfs ; but, con- 
cealed behind the veil of futurity, it was a rfrr 
fourcc that afforded us at lead fome. food for 
our hopes. 

. Obliged to make a choice, I therefore gave 
the fignal for advancing j and every thing was 
in motion.for our departure. We abandoned 
.the carriage, after taking futh things from it as 
I conceived would be neceflary for our ufe, 
and fubftituting in their ftead fome heavy 
boxes from the other two vehicles, in order to 
render them lighter. Thefe articles I intended > 
one day to recover, if circumftances proved 
favourable j and in the mean time I entrufted 
them to the care of heaven and the elephants. 
However, that no Hottentot hordes or planters 
from the frontiers, pafEng that way, might 

iave 



AFRICA. V275 

fave me this trouble, I ordered the carriage to be 
furrounded and even covered all over with the 
branches of trees, which gaVe it at 4 diftance the 
appearance of a bufh j and, as a farther precau- 
tion,my Hottentots took off one of the wheels 
and buried it at a diftance in the earth. 

We refumed our journey, and by patience, 
courage^ and perfevcrance, ' arrived at laft at 
Schuit^Klip (boat rock), but not without lofing 
more of our oxen, though the diftance we 
travelled was only two leagues and a half. 
Schuit-Klip is a fmall rock of an oval form, 
and, as its name implies, hollowed out like a 
boat. It contained a fmall quantity of water, , 
and, to add to our felicity, of a moft excellent 
kind. From the fteepnefs of its borders, the 
quadrupeds in the neighbourhood were unable 
to trouble it, and it was not therefore fppiled 
like that of Kra|ckeel-Kli]^. For the fame rea- 
fon, my horfes could not drink at this refer- 
yoir ; but we drew from it a fufficiency to afford 
^ littl^ refrcfhment both to them and my 
pxeq ; and, always fanguine a§ to the future, 
I deferred till the next day thp continuance of 
pur journey. So many obftacles, however, 
that feenied incapable of being fqrmountedj^ 

Ta did 
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did npt fail to damp my courage ; and though 
J afllimed externally an air of tranquillity, and 
talked to my companions in a tone of cheerfulr 
nef?, I was inwardly a prey to the moft torr 
inenting reflexions. Swanepoel, better acr 
quainted with my charadler and difpofition, 
'and pofTeffing alfo more penetration than my 
dear Kl^as, came to me to make a very fatal 
propofition, which was that of leaving behind 
4ne another of my vehicles. " Your teams," 
faid he, " are- reduced to a ftate pf debility, 
" which requires that you (hould be as fparing 
** of them as poffible. Notwithftanding our 
" cares to diminifh the luggage, ftill, if they 
*' have two waggons to drgiw, I fear that before 
*' to-piorrpvy night not a fingle ox Will re- 
" main alive. In th?tt cafe what will become 
^' of us? We are not far from the diftrid of 
" Klaas Bafter, the man pointed out by Colo- 
,*' nel Gordon as likely to be of ufe to us* * Go 
** in purfuit pf him, continuing your journey 
with one waggon only. As you proceed, 
difpatch ypur people different ways through 
" the country j and if you are fo ha.ppy as to 
?* find him, fend us afl[iftance. Give me only 
f ' four men, and I will be anfwerable not only 

« for 
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^* for the carriage you fhall leave here, biit alfo 
*^ for that which we abandoned at Krakkeel- 
^* Klip." 

This advice was certainly, Under filch cir* 
ciimftancesj the moft reafonable that could be 
given. By hulbanding the water of the rock^ 
Swanepoel would have wherewith to fupply 
the wants of his fmall detachment ; and fomi 
fliowers of fain might happen to fill and aug- 
ment the ciftern. J left with him, therefore^ 
a fupply of provifions ; removed into his wag- 
gon fuch heavy articles as were likely to em- 
barrafs nie oii my way, and addreffed to him at 
my departure a word of ?idmonitiori : ** My 
*' dear Swanepoel," faid I^ ** if my unlucky 
** ftars, if the bad fortune which perfecutes me 
** fliould bring hither a band of maroon Hot- 
** tentots, or plundering Bofhmen, I exprefslj^ 
" forbid you to expofe either your own life or 
*' the lives of your companiohs ; let my car* 
'* riage be robbed ; haften immediately to 
** join me, and let me fee you again as fafe and 
*• found as I leave youi'* 

Of the fifty-fbur oxen with whi(Jh t bfegin 
my journey, thirty-otie had died. The twenty- 
three that remmned I divided into three teams, 

T 3 convinced 
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convinced that eight would be fufiicient fof , 
my waggon after it had been fo much light- 
ened. At the fame time I took care to fhorten 
the ftages, and to proceed only a league with- 
out changing the team ;. and in this manner t: 
arrived at Oliphanis-Kop (Eldphants-head). 

This likewife is a rock that has acquired its 
name from its figure. I flattered myfelf that 
I Ihould find water here as at Schuit-Klip, 
and there had a£hjally been fome in its differ- 
ent cavities } but, except a little moifture, it 
had all evaporated. My oxen, which had not 
drank during the whole day, and which, the 
evening, before indecd,,had only been fupplied 
with a few dropsy vifited in vain all the 
clefts of the rock. So great was the diftrefs of 
thefe poor animals^ that, wherever they found 
moiftiire, fhey held their noftrils over it, as if^ 
Kfreflied by its exhalation, and endeavoured 
to lap up with their tongues the aqueous par* 
tides it might contain ; while at the fa^me time 
they prefled their fides and beat their tails 
againft the cavity, feeking to imbibe relief at 
every pore. As for me, I had ff ill a little 
water remaining in ajaj", wlweh I flbared with 
the twelve Hottentotis who a;ccQmpanied4fie j 

and 
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aftd we found another refource in my goats, 
afe rheir milk was not yet dried up; 

The heavy and continued raina we experi- 
enced, when proceeding along the banks df 
the Elephants- River, had not extended to the 
diftri£tof Oliphants-Kop; or, at leaft, if any 
had fallen here, as the cavities of the rock 
feemed to indicate, the quantity had been too 
fmall. to produce any vifible efFe<Sk on vege* 
tation. 

. Thecountry every where around exhibited 
tSie moil frightful fterility, nor did any thing 
feem to indicate a change. To the weft was 
•an immenfe plain, which, extending perhaps 
to the fea, prefented, as fef as the eye could 
reach, an uniformfheetof dry earth, interfperfed 
here and there with a few oily plants only, 
and fome withered and 'ftunted buflies. At 
the, eaft a long ridge of naked mountains 
gloomily bounded the horizon ; and, in fliort, 
lilence, drearinefs, and defolation, prevailed on 
all fides. 

In a fituation lefs deplorable I had formerly 
been indebted for my fafety to a bird, which, 
alighting upon a rock, had given me reaibn to 
conclude that it might contain water j and I 

T 4 expeded 



• 



ti6 TRAVELS tU 

expeded the fame benefit here from flocks of 
moor-game, which I faw pafs me in the air4 
With this hope I followed their flight with 
eager eyes j for I knew that thefe birds repair 
regularly twice a day to the water to drink and 
wafh themfelves : but conceive the defpair in 
which I was plunged, when, flying at firft 
from north to fouth, I liw them return in a 
contrary diredion without flopping ; which 
feemed to be an infallible fign that thefe was no 
fpring, nor the fmallefl: refervoir of water, any 
where in the neighbourhood. Thefe birds, 
however, flew at fuch a prodigious height, that 
my fight could not long follow them j and all I 
could conclude from their pafliage was, that they 
were perhaps haftening to quench their thirft 
at the Elephants-River. No rock bird what- 
ever alighted near us j which doubtlefe indi- 
cated that nature here was in a mofl: forlorn 
flate. Moor-fowl, in general, are inaufpicious 
birds, becaufe, living on feeds and infeds, they 
are to be met with only in dry and fcorched 
diftrids* I recolleded that I had been under 
great alarm, during my firft journey, by the 
circumftanceofthe numerous coveys of them I 
had feen in croflSng thp barren country of 

Karaw^ 
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KaraW) after leaving Snewberg, and that it had 
prdved a fign equally certain of the fterility of 
the diftrid : whereas neither in the fertile 
country of the CafFres, not in the delightful 
groves of Auteniqua, had I ever obferved a 
bird of this kind : a contraft that excited in my 
mind the moft melancholy fenfations. 

We had arrived at Oliphants-Kop at fo early 
an hour, that I hoped we fhould be able to pro- 
ceed a few leagues farther before the clofe of 
the day ; and I was the more refolved to do 
fo, as, feeing neither pafturage nor water, it 
was neceflary for me to truft to the chance of 
finding, at a greater diftance, a n[iore commo-r 
dious fpot for encamping. I gave orders 
therefore for our departure ; but when my 
people began to harnefs my oxen, not one of 
them was found fit for fervice : they all lay 
down around the waggon fo apparently ex- 
haufted, that there was reafon to apprehend* 
they would never rife ggain upon their legs. 

What fituation could be more dreadful ? 1 
faw myfelf obligied to pafs the night in this 
parched and barren fpot, where my cattle were 
about to perifli for want of water and food, 
and we ourfelves, in like manaer, were tor- 

6 mented 
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tDcnte^ wirfi the mofl: dt'TOurrag thirft ; and 
to add to this diftrcfs, not cren the fmallefl 
kope prcfentcd itfetf of being able to extri- 
eate rayfeif from mjr difiicultiesw Meanwhile, 
to leave no rcfource untried, I employed bB 
toy people, during the remaining- part of the 
day, in fcaarching every where iii the neigh-* 
bourhood^ each in adiSbrent quarter, for holes 
and- cavities which might have been filled with 
»ain ; and J went myfelf upon the feme pur- 
fait with- my ape and my dogs : but we all re- 
lurned, Hottentots and their mailer, one after 
another, dejected to the camp, with the fame 
tidings upon our lips, " I have found no- 
ting :'*— dreadful tidings, that configned uaf 
over to flill farther fufferings and mifery ! 

What a crowd' of black and ill-omened ideast 
now nifhed* upon my mind ! At fight of the 
deplorable fituation of my unfbrtanate cattle, 
a- deadly terror cr^pt through- my veins-. The 
flate of my Hottentots, from whom I had en- 
deavoured- to conceal a part of our evils;, did 
Bot fail alfo to* add* to my torments ; and I 
curied^ 2 thoufand' times the blind* confidence 
which had induced me to advance. 

A def|>erate iituatlon- leads to the adoptioir 

of 
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Oidefperate mealuceai Ircfolved therefi^ce in-». 
ikndy to ettibnace the only expedient I had tO' 
l^urfue ; which was, 10 abandon my third and^ 
laft vehicle, together with the animals that re*' < 
inained, to* diftribitfe atatns and ammunition; 
among my people^ and to proceed on; foot tOv 
the: Elephant^-Rirrer withi fuch of thent as 
Would agree to follow me* 

This plan,,with whatever difEcukics it might 
be attended,, was apparently the only rational 
one that remained s yet, when I propofed it to 
my Hottentots, not an individual approved of 
it, Convinced that the interruption of a^ jour- 
ney, which thfey had feen me fo anxious tc^ 
accompiifh, muft occatfion me the gj^eateft moiw 
tification, they unanimoufly protefted tliat they 
Would never abandon me^ and that they w^uld- 
cheerfully go on with, me wherever I fhouM 
think proper to lead them* At the fame time* 
each exhorted me to tahe courage, and to try my^ 
fortune once more, by proceeding a few Ieague$ 
farther. Thofe who had gone in fearch of 
water towards the eaft aflured me, by way of 
confolation, that there was a range of hilk at 
the bottom of the mountains before us^ and' 
that the valleys between wauld perhaps afibrd ' 

us 
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us excellent pafturage and abundance of water | 
while thofe who had gone out in the oppofite 
dire£tioQ had obferved a cloud or two peep'^ 
£ ing above the horizon^ from which they au« 
gured in their turn that a ftorm was not far 
diftant) and that it would certainly make its 
appearance either during the night or to-^ 
morrow* 

Under the immediate preflure of difficulties 
and danger^ fuch vague conjedurcs infpired 
me with little confidence : but the affecting 

» w 

teftimonies of attachment I had received^ ren« 
dered kfs painful to me the thoughts of a diA 
fblution^ which I confidered as rapidly ap'^ 
proaching. 1 exhorted all my people to be* 
take themfelves to reft ; and I retired myfelf tc^ 
my waggon, where I fpent the whole night in 
the moft gloomy reflexions. At break of day 
I was fuddenly roufed from my reverie by a 
clap of thunder, which confirmed, to demon- 
ftration, what had been announced by one of 
my Hottentots. I jumped with alcrtnefs from 
the carriage, and, by a natural movement^ raifed 
my hands in adoration towards the clouds, 
wl)ich the thunder feemed to be driving before 
it. My friends, tranfported like myfelf, ranged 

them« 
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(hjemfelves eagerly around me. In 9 momentth^ 
Vrho}e heavens were overcaft, and the douds 
blackened delightfully pver our heads* My 
heart palpitated with joy aqd appreh^nfion. 
J waited with the moft eager impatience for 
the happy effbas of the^ ftorm ; every inflant 
expecting it to defcend upon us in a torrent of 
rain. Tranfient hopes! horrible, horrible joy! 
Scattered by the wind, the clouds difappeared 
from over our heads, and funk below the hori- 



zon. This fpedlacle ftruck every one of us 
with fp great a co^ftemation, as tp deprive us 
flf all power pf fp ech or motion. Defpair 
became imprefled upon tl^e moft refolute of niy 
people ; and the dead fiience that followed^ 
fliewed hpw vain it was to call upon them fof 
fonfolation or afliftance. 

During the night two of my oxen had died, 
and three pf my dogs had deferted me. I loft 
alfo one of my horfes, which I faw expire be- 
fore my eyes. Thus was I lofing one by one 
my whole ftock of cattle j and 1 beheld them 
perifh with the more regret, becaufe, having 
^ared in my fa^gues, I had become attached 
^o them as fo many fervants of my houfehold. 
Yhcy approached flowly indeed to their laft 

mpmeot^i 
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ffloments, l)ut thefc moments were Irngnlarlyr 
painful. *They -were firil feized with convut 
tons, which ended in a long and dreadful 
agony. Scarcely was one deprived of life than 
J anot'her became a facrifice. 'Next after my 
liorfe, this unhappy lot fell upon the very beflk 
trf*my oxen ; and of all my lofles, this inparti- 
cular-occafioned me the greateft afBiftion. The 
reader win pardon me if I digrefs for a moment 
to tell Wm the reafon. 

I had given to this faithful fcrvaM the namiB 
of Ingland. He was the t)ldeft and ftrongeft 
teaft I poflefled : accordingly he had fuccefs- 
fully encountered the fatigue of my firft jour-» 
' fiey, though, during the whole route, he had 
conftantly occupied the thill to my heavieft 
and principal waggon, Diftinguiflied by an 
inftinft fuperior to the other animals of his 
fpecies, my people, when they unharnefled 
Tiim, gave themfelves no concern to previent 
him from efcaping ; he wandered at will in the 
pafture, and was committed, if I may fo ex- 
prefsmyfelf, to the guidance of his own under- 
'ftanding ; there was no fear that he would 
wander from the place. When it was time tq 
travel another ftage, it was unneceflary toietch 

2 hin^ 
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him irom the pafture^ and ibripg him ito the 
waggon, as ^as requifite for tbe nrefl: : throe 
imacks of the whip was our figoal £or march^ 
and as fooo as he heard thorn he ^ame to his 
pod. He was always the firft to prefent hhn« 
felf to the.traces, as if he had rheen afraid t9 
lofe his priority in a place which he had -coii^ 
ftantfy heea employed to occupy. 

If I went out for cxercife^ or to hunt;, at my 
return Ingland, as far as he could fee :me^ 
quitted his pafture, and ran towards me with a 
particular fort of bellowing, expreffive of hit 
joy. He rubbed his head againfl: my body ia 
different diredions, and careiTed me after his 
manner. Frequently he licked my hands;; 
and I was conftrained to fiop long enough to 
receive his civilities, which ibmetimeB kfkd 
for a quarter of an hour. At length, when I 
had replied by my endearments and by a kifs, 
he led the way to my tent, and walked quietly 
before me* 

The evening before he died, Ingland laid 
down near the fliaft of his waggon ; and it 
was in this place he expired. I faw his laft 
agonies, but was unable to render him the 
ilighteft affiftance. Ah! how frequently,^ when 

friend* 
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friendfiiip has mifled me, when feducing ap^ 
pearances have allured my confidence, have I 
thought of poor Ingland, and involuntarily caft 
my eye upon the hand he had fo often licked ! 

The rain which we had defired with fo much 
carneftnefs having failed us, we were deter- 
mined to quit our northern diredlion, and to 
return to the northrcaft, towards thofe pafles in 
the mountains fron^ which we expe£ted our 
fafety. 

For twenty-four hours not one of us had 
Ufted food. Not that we had been in any want 
of pf ovifions J but we were apprehenli ve that 
eating would enhance our defire to drink. 
Thus exhaufted with fatigue, worn out with 
watchfulnefs, and tormented with thirft, we 
refumed our journey and proceede4 to thi; 
inountains, /^^^o. 
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